Trustees

William L.Ball, Il
Chairman of the Board

Michael H. Armacost
Vice Chasrman of the Board

Douglas Bereuter
President

Susan J. Pharr
Secretary

Paul S. Slawson
Treasurer

Terrence B. Adamson
David R. Andrews
Jeffery T. Bergner
Alexander D. Calhoun. Esq.
William H.C. Chang
Scott D. Cook
Thomas S. Foley
Harry Harding

Ta-lin Hsu

Ellen Laipson
Chong-Moon Lee
Lee Hong-Koo

Janet A. Mckinley
Surin Pitsuwan
Missie Rennie

J. Stapleton Roy
Leslie Tang Schilling
Robert A. Theleen
Brayton Wilbur, Jr.
Linda Tsao Yang
Casimir A. Yost
Alice Young

Chairman Emeritus
Chang-Lin Tien

Trustees Emeriti

William S. Anderson
A.W. Clausen
Theodore L. Eliot, Jr.
Ernest M. Howell
Robert H. Knight
Lucian W. Pye
Robert A. Scalapino

Walter H. Shorenstein

~ Programs & Offices

Afghanistan Mongolia
Bangladesh  Nepal
Cambodia
China Pakistan
East Timor  Philippines
{ong Kong
ndia* Singapore*
ndonesia Sri Lanka
Japan Taiwan
Korea Thailand
Laos* Vietnam
Malaysia*

*Non-resident country programs
THE ASIA FOUNDATION

House No. 55, Street No. 1
Ansari Square

(Next to Ashraf Watt Mosque)

Shahr-e-Now
Kabul, Afghanistan

Cell Ph  [93] 070-294.647
93] 070-299.138
93] 070-275.201

Sat Ph

Mailing Address

PO. Box 1070
Kabul - Afghanistan

taf@ag.asiafound.org
www.asiafoundation.org

Pacific Islands™

San Francisco

Washington, D.C.

i
The Asia Foundation
& Celebrating FiftyYears @»

January 24, 2005

Dr. Craig Charney
President

Charney Research
New York

Dear Craig:

[ am writing to thank you for the important contributions that you and Charney Research made
to the important program activity "Democracy in Afghanistan--A Report Based on a Public
Opinion Poll" that was carried out in Afghanistan in the period prior to the first presidential
election in the history of Afghanistan in October 2004. The Asia Foundation has collaborated
with you and your company on a number of surveys in Asia, and we were pleased to work with

you on this one.

There are a number of important i1ssues connected to this voter attitudes survey and its success
from our perspective. First, the uniqueness of this survey in the Afghan context was significant.
There was no comprehensive data in the post-Taliban period about what voters thought about
the scheduled elections, and what their attitudes were in relation to a number of relevant social,
political, and development 1ssues. Second, the groups and organizations that were designing
and implementing civic and voter education programs needed to be informed by current
empirical data to target the pertinent issues in the right way. This survey helped them to do that.
Third, "Democracy in Afghanistan” 1s now a baseline from which other organizations and such

surveys can benefit.

We think that one of the most important aspects of this program was the important and
successful collaborative effort that took place. The Asia Foundation worked closely with
Charney Research to identify two other key partners. After careful research, we decided to
work with the Afghan Media Resource Center (AMRC) in conducting both the qualitative and
quantitative aspects of the survey. AMRC brought a considerable Afghan track record to the
table, and we all benefited from that. At the same time, AMRC gained some valuable
experience in working with you and your associates, and with us. Finally, we all agreed that the
project would benefit from having technical assistance from AC Nielson Org-Marg from India
in the process. The four organizations brought talent to the endeavor, and the project was

stronger for the collaboration.
"Democracy in Afghanistan" attracted a great deal of interest and attention as you know. It was

cited frequently in Afghanistan, and around the world by organizations and the media. It 1s a
oreat credit to you, your company, and our other partners that the survey was so well received.

With best wishes to you and Charney Research.

Sincerely,
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/" Jon L. Summers
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