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INTRODUCTION

This report presents the findings of the most comprehensive public opinion poll conducted
in Afghanistan in the post-Taliban era. The survey was undertaken by The Asia Foundation
in order to provide detailed, quantified information on the knowledge and attitudes of
Afghan citizens regarding their country’s forthcoming first national elections, now scheduled
for September 2004. The goal was to use the findings to provide the Foundation and other
non-governmental organizations conducting voter education with information needed to
more accurately plan their work for the election. It follows on from similar surveys
conducted by the Foundation in the past few years prior to elections in Indonesia,
Cambodia, and East Timot.

The survey was conducted between February 22 and March 13, 2004 and consisted of a
random, representative sample of 804 in-person interviews with Afghan citizens 18 or older
living in the country. It was conducted in 29 of Afghanistan’s 32 provinces'. Interviewing
took place in every region, in both rural and urban areas, and among men and women. The
proportion of respondents in all those categories was very close to their shares of the
national population. Trained Afghan interviewers conducted all interviews in the language
preferred by the respondent, Dari or Pashtu, with men interviewing men and women
interviewing women. The margin of sampling error for national-level results is +/-3.5%.
Full details on the methodology of the survey are available in Appendix 2 of this report. The
survey questions, with percentages of responses by question, can be found in Appendix 3.

The report groups the country’s 32 provinces (the survey was before the May 2004 creation
of two additional provinces) into the following seven regions:

Northwest: Herat, Badghis, Farah; North: Balkh, Samangan, Jawzjan, Faryab, Sar-e-pul;
Northeast: Kunduz, Takhar, Badakhshan, Baghlan; East: Nangarhar, LLaghman, Kunar,
Nuristan; Central East: Kabul, Parwan, Kapisa, Logar; Central: Bamiyan, Wardak, Ghazni;
South: Paktia, Paktika, Khost, Kandahar, Zabul, Helmand.

The survey was commissioned by The Asia Foundation and developed and written up by
Charney Research, New York, with fieldwork conducted by the Afghan Media Resource
Center in Kabul, and technical assistance provided by AC Nielsen Org-Marg in India. It
builds on the findings of an eatlier phase of qualitative research conducted by those three
organizations for the Foundation. This prior research involved 32 in-depth interviews with
Afghan men and women around the country, including individuals of all educational levels
and ethnic groups. It was conducted from November 15 to 21, 2003. The results are
available in another report, Vozces of Afghanistan: Afghans Speak About their Country, Elections,
Gender, and Democracy (Kabul, The Asia Foundation: 2004).

! Interviewers were unable to travel to Ghor, Nimruz and Urozgan due to security concerns.
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An executive summary of the major findings of the report follows, with the findings in
full after.



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Key Findings

The mood is positive in most of the country, with almost two-thirds of respondents
saying that the country is headed in the right direction.

Afghans identified the major problems facing their country as its weak economy, the
security situation, a poor educational system, and shattered infrastructure.

Nonetheless, a large majority is pleased with the Transitional Government and President
Hamid Karzai’s job performance.

Afghans feel somewhat more secure and much freer than they did under the Taliban.
However, more say they have lost than gained economically since then.

There are regional differences in mood, and region plays as great a role as ethnicity in
shaping political outlooks. In particular, interviewees the South and Northwest were
more negative than respondents in other regions about the direction of the country, job
ratings for the government and president, and security and freedom of political
expression.

Most Afghans interviewed view the Taliban unfavorably, with majorities unfavorable to
them in every region and even among those dissatisfied with the Transitional
Government.

The UN and foreign aid workers are generally popular with Afghans. The US and
American troops are also regarded favorably by the majority, but the South and
Northwest again remain exceptions.

Most Afghan citizens surveyed know of the election and registration requirements and
intend to vote as they are hopeful that the election will make a difference.

However, there is substantial doubt as to whether the election will be free and fair, with
potential vote buying and cheating in the count primary among the concerns. Doubts
about the fairness of elections are closely related to a lack of knowledge of the process:
most voters do not know that the ballot will be secret or that there will be election
monitors.

The problems facing Afghan women are widely recognized by both men and women,
chief among them are lack of power and lack of education.



e Most Afghans believe that women will need the permission of husbands or fathers to
vote in the coming elections. Between one in five and one in three women may not be
allowed to vote.

e Two-thirds of Afghans interviewed can offer a meaning for democracy. The principal
meanings they ascribe include freedom, rights and law, elections, and women’s rights.

e Political tolerance, regarding parties or between persons, is low among the Afghans
interviewed.

e Radio, especially foreign radio (Azadi/Radio Free Asia, VOA, BBC) reaches a majority
of Afghans and is the preferred medium for voter education. Among those who do not
listen to the radio, the preferred sources are village chiefs and religious leaders.

¢  Only one woman in five, at most, is completely housebound.” Visiting neighbors and
doing household chores were the two most frequent answers from women about why
they leave the house.

2 A “housebound” woman does not leave the house at least once a month for any of the following activities:
visiting neighbors, doing household chores, visiting family and friends, visiting a health clinic, shopping, taking
children to school, or taking children to a health clinic.



The National Mood

Asked if the country is headed in the right direction, 64% of respondents said that they
thought it was. Their reasons include the arrival of peace, the beginnings of disarmament,
improved security, reconstruction and freedom. Of those who said the country is headed in
the wrong direction (just 11%) the reasons they gave were government performance, the
slow start of reconstruction, economic problems, and neighboring countries’ interference.’
But it is noteworthy that they did not say that they want the Taliban back or foreign aid
workers out. Optimists and pessimists use the same yardsticks to judge the country,
measuring in political and economic results.

There were relatively big regional differences in how respondents viewed the direction of the
country. While, as previously noted, a large majority (64%) of the respondents across the
country thought that the country was headed in a positive direction, residents in the
Northwest and South were far more pessimistic. Only 17% of respondents in the
Northwest and 39% in the South reported that the country was headed in the right direction
and 35% and 19%, respectively, said that they felt it was headed in the wrong direction.
When we take the Northwest and South out of the results, in all other regions, at least 69%
of respondents said that they felt the country was moving in the right direction.

ol

At the national level, the security situation was foremost on the minds of many of the
Afghans surveyed, with 37% listing it as the country’s biggest problem. The economy was
the second most frequently mentioned problem, with 29% of those interviewed noting it as
the country’s biggest problem. These are followed by education (9%) and then a variety of
infrastructure issues (electricity 5%, roads 5%, water 2%,) and healthcare 2%). However,
peoples’ priorities were somewhat different at the local level, with the economy topping
security as the prime concern (28% to 15% respectively). Electricity and education were
both named by 12% of respondents as the biggest local problem, and various infrastructure
issues named by smaller percentages of respondents: roads (9%), reconstruction (8%) and
water (5%). Lack of access to healthcare was named by 7% as the biggest problem, and the
government was cited by 3%.

Nonetheless, the majority said that President Hamid Karzai is doing a good job: 62% rated
his work as good or excellent. They also rate the Transitional Government favorably (57%
good or excellent).

There are regional differences in mood, with residents of the South and Northwest out of
step with the rest of Afghanistan. Respondents in the South (Jalalabad-Kandahar) and
Northwest were negative about Karzai (with only 35% and 20%, respectively, reporting his
job performance as excellent or good, while all other regions reported at least 54% excellent
or good)*. Regarding the Transitional Government, 86% of residents in the Northwest rated
its performance as poor or fair, while only 7% rated it as good or excellent, and 52% of

3 Respondents were asked why they thought the country was headed in a positive or negative direction, and
wete allowed to supply their own answers (open-ended questions).

* Regarding Karzai’s job performance: Residents in the Northwest reported his job performance as fair or poor
(71%) and in the South (46%) fair or poor.



respondents in the South rated it as poor or fair while 26% rated it as good or excellent. (In
all other regions, at least 52% rated the government’s performance as good or excellent.)

While 37% of the Afghans we spoke with said that security was their top concern at a
national level, only 15% rated security as their top local concern. Indeed, some 53% of
Afghans said security in their areas is good or excellent, while 46% rate it as fair or poor.
Again, there are regional differences. In the South and Northwest, two-thirds or more
reported their security as fair or poor, while just as many rate it positively in all the other
regions. Nationally, 35% of Afghans say they fear for their personal safety at present. This
compares to 41% who said they were afraid under the Taliban (though 22% of our
respondents said they left the country prior to or during the Taliban regime).

Some 52% of Afghans said that people in their areas feel free to express their opinion, more
than twice the proportion (23%) that said that people in their areas are reluctant to express
their opinions, while 25% are unsure. Only 1% said that people felt free to do so under the
Taliban. Once more, the South and Northwest were the only regions where the majorities
reported that they do not feel free to express their opinions. In the Northwest, 74%
answered ‘no’ to the question “Do most people feel free to express their political opinions in
the area where you live”, and only 10% answered ‘yes’, while in the South, 42% answered
‘no’ and 21% said ‘yes’. Those who were more concerned about security problems or critical
of the government also tended to be less likely to feel free to speak their minds.

Most of the Afghans we spoke with reported that their personal economic situation has not
improved since the Taliban’s fall. Just 10% said they are more prosperous now than in 2001.
Some 42% say their families are as prosperous as during the Taliban regime and 37% say
they are less prosperous. Given the jumpstarting of the economy, the influx of aid from the
international community and the booming poppy trade, it is conceivable that the
interviewees might have overstated their economic difficulties in the hopes of receiving
increased aid.

Most Afghans reported disliking the Taliban quite strongly. Some three in four (75%)
expressed unfavorable opinions of them, and three in five reported very unfavorable
opinions, while only 13% said they have a favorable view of the Taliban. Regionally, the
Taliban’s unfavorable-to-favorable ratio ranged from 50:1 in the North (Mazar-I-Sharif),
where their favorability rating was only 2%, to 2:1 in those regions most supportive of the
Taliban, the South (27% favorable) and Northeast (Kunduz) (24% favorable). (It should be
noted that those in the South and Southeast may be reluctant to share their candid view of
the Taliban with strangers given the on-going military operations against the Taliban in those
regions.) Significantly, even among those dissatisfied with the country’s direction or
Transitional Government, only one in four reported feeling favorably towards the Taliban.
In general, discontent with the current government has not turned into support for the
return of the Taliban.

Foreign assistance and the US both got good marks from Afghans. Foreigners working in
Afghanistan were viewed very positively (80% favorable) and interviewees felt favorably
towards the United Nations (84% overall favorable and 51% very favorable). Majorities in
every region were favorable to both — even in the South and Northwest. Roughly two-thirds
of Afghans surveyed were positive towards the US (65% are favorable) and US military



forces in Afghanistan (67%). However, a plurality’ was unfavorable to both in the South
(US: 46% unfavorable versus 37% favorable; US military: 42% unfavorable versus 39%
unfavorable) and the Northwest (US: 58% unfavorable, 30% favorable; US military: 59%
unfavorable, 26% favorable).

Attitudes Towards Elections

Almost all (91%) of the respondents had heard about the upcoming elections and, of those,
72% knew they were scheduled for June at the time of the survey. Some 90% said they had
heard something about the need to register in order to vote.

The respondents were, in general, very positive about the elections: 81% said they want to
vote and 77% thought that voting “will make a difference™ (As the interviewer didn’t specify
‘to what’, it was a general question to gauge the relative usefulness of elections to the
respondents). Women’s intended participation, though still large (74%), was somewhat
lower than men’s (88%). Majorities said that they intend to vote in every region, but
expected participation was around two-thirds in the South and Northwest, and 85%+
elsewhere. The major reasons Afghans gave for voting were the desire to choose their
leaders, mentioned by 66% and the belief that voting is their right (58%).

Of the Afghans we spoke with who said that they were planning not to vote, 27% said that
they would not because of lack of knowledge about the elections, and/or of politics (24%).
Next came personal factors including age or illness (22%). Among women, 23% of those
who said that they might not vote explained that they thought they would not be given
permission (by their husbands or fathers) to vote. Other reasons reported by women for
potentially not voting included: not understanding how the elections work (26%), not
understanding politics (26%), personal reasons, including illness and age (22%), not knowing
enough about parties and candidates (7%), no interest (10%), not supporting any party (5%)
and fear of violence or intimidation (3%).

However, uncertainty is widespread as to whether the vote will be free and fair. Only 37%
of Afghans think it will be — while 60% say they don’t know. Few — only 4% -- definitely
think it will be unfair. The principal concerns are vote buying (60% think it is possible) and
cheating in the vote count (50% say it may happen).

Voter Education Needs

More than three-quarters of Afghans (76%) did not know that the balloting will be secret —
many (32%) confused it with the Loya Jirga elections, where voting was public. Fully three-
fifths (60%) had not heard of plans for election monitors. This lack of knowledge of
election procedures and plans is closely related to perceptions of whether or not the
elections will be free and fair.

5 A plurality refers to the largest proportion of respondents when there are more than three choices and none
has a majority (over 50%).
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To see what the impact of voter education on these points might be, interviewers conducted
a simulated voter education campaign with the respondents. When they were informed that
voting will be private and the ballot secret, and thus they can ignore attempts at bribery or
intimidation, and that monitors will be present to ensure the sanctity of the process, the
respondents belief that the elections will be free and fair increased. In those conditions,
69% reported that they thought the vote will be free and fair. In other words, effective voter
education could substantially increase the proportion of Afghans who have confidence in the
electoral process (34% at present).

On whether there would be non-partisan groups to observe and monitor the elections,
almost equal numbers said yes and no (40% to 38% respectively, with a large number, 23%,
responding “don’t know”. When our interviewees were told that independent monitors
would observe the elections and report any fraud, confidence in the elections increased
among 75%. Asked if they would prefer foreign or Afghan monitors, 31% said that they
preferred foreign monitors, 20% preferred Afghan monitors and 39% preferred ‘both’.
Regarding Afghan monitors, only 14% preferred monitors from their own area, 36% wanted
Afghan monitors from another part of the country, and 42% preferred a mix.

Gender and Political Participation

Both the male and female Afghans we surveyed identified a variety of problems facing
women in their country, including lack of education (mentioned by 47%), of rights (33%0),
and of health care (27%). Men and women differed little in their assessments on this point

An overwhelming majority (87%) of Afghans we spoke with, including majorities of both
men and women, said that women will need their husbands’ permission to vote. There was
also general agreement that men should advise women on their voting choices (72%), again
with majorities of both sexes agreeing.

Almost one man in five (18%) said that they would not let their wife vote, and more than
one-third of Afghan women (35%) were not sure if their husbands or male elders would give
them permission to do so. The potential for female disfranchisement is most severe in the
South (where 24% of men would refuse) and Northwest (32% of men said they would do
so). Refusal to allow wives and daughters to vote was voiced most often by illiterate men.

However, many men responded favorably to arguments in favor of women voting. After
hearing seven arguments in favor of women voting, almost one-third of the men initially
unwilling to give their wives permission to do then said that they would let them vote. Many
of those men who continued to refuse to let their wives vote did not intend to vote
themselves.

The strongest arguments with those men who initially would not allow their wives to vote
were:

e Islamic scholars in other countries have approved voting for women.
e Women will vote separately from men.
e LEveryone must vote for themselves
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e Women are allowed to vote in other Islamic democracies

e If women in your community don’t vote, it will lose half its votes and its candidate may
lose the election.

On the other hand, arguments based on appeals to equal rights or the notion that women
could vote to support their men did not have as much impact as the ones above did among
the men reluctant to let women vote.

Women’s participation in voter education programs separately from men was approved by
80% of Afghans. Most of those who were unfavorable were men who would not let their

wives vote. To the extent that voter education persuades them to let their wives vote, they
will also probably let them participate in voter education.

Civic Education Needs

Most Afghans interviewed were relatively conscious of the meaning of democracy, although
some had a weak grasp of it. More than three-fifths of Afghans (63%) were able to suggest
a meaning for democracy without any prompting. They defined it most often as freedom,
rights and law, or a government of the people. However, there was significant gender gap
here, with women, especially rural women, less likely to have had any idea of the meaning of
democracy. The same was true for the less educated. There was also broad acceptance by
our interviewees of many of the basic values of democracy. Roughly 90% accepted the
principle of equal rights for all, irrespective of gender, tribe, or religion, and of the public
accountability of officials. Somewhat fewer — just under 80% -- supported the ideas of
peaceful opposition, political party involvement in peaceful politics, and the separation of
religious and political leadership. Uncertainty on those issues was highest among those
unable to define the concept of democracy.

Although a bare majority (52%) of Afghans reported thinking that Islam and democracy
need not conflict, many (40%) are not sure, though few (9%) actually think they conflict.
Uncertainty was most widespread among women, those with less than primary education,
and those unable to respond on the meaning of democracy question.

Political tolerance was a big problem across the country, with only 30% of Afghans willing
to allow meetings of unpopular parties in their areas and 49% willing to accept a friend who
supported an unpopular party. Interestingly, despite widespread dislike for the Taliban,
almost three-fifths (59%) said that the Taliban who forswear violence should be allowed to
run for office.

Political efficacy was low and alienation high among Afghans, but they are not apathetic —
they want to be heard. Only around one-third of Afghans surveyed said they think they can
influence government decisions or are interested in politics; those who felt that they have
influence tend to be interested in politics and vice versa. Only around one in six talks often
about politics. Most respondents (58%) said they don’t think the government cares much
about what people like them think. However, almost three in five said that they would be
interested in multi-candidate and multi-party forums on radio or in their communities, and a
similar proportion of women would like to attend a meeting to discuss their problems.
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Information Sources, Media Use, and Language

A majority of our respondents (60%) mentioned radio as their preferred medium for
receiving national-level information. It is followed by friends and family (16%), TV,
mentioned by 12%, and village chiefs or community leaders (5%). For local affairs, the most
important information sources all involve word of mouth — friends and neighbors, local
leaders, mullahs, and shopkeepers. Radio was also the overwhelming choice of Afghans
(72%) for election information, followed by village chiefs (33%), TV (28%), newspapers
(20%), and posters (15%).

Among those who do not listen to the radio, the preferred sources of election information
were village chiefs (63%), religious leaders (29%), and Constitutional Loya Jirga delegates
(18%o).

Radio reaches most of the Afghans we surveyed, with 72% reporting listening three days a
week or more. The radio stations with the largest audience were the foreign shortwave
stations: BBC Farsi (20%), BBC Pashto (15%), Radio Azadi Dari (16%), Radio Azadi
Pashto (10%). VOA Dari 11%, VOA Pashto 9%. Radio Afghanistan has an 18% audience
share. Arman FM in Kabul has the largest audience of any local Afghan station (5%).

Most of the other local stations have only 1-2% of the listeners nationally but collectively
they have a significant listenership (23%). The Afghan stations are important in their regions
and particularly among women listeners.

According to the survey results, television in Afghanistan is essentially a medium of the
urban areas, where it reaches a majority (52%) of residents. Because of the lack of a national
network and the prevalence of foreign broadcast and satellite stations, few Afghan TV
stations have a substantial audience share at the national level. However, the leading ones,
TV Afghanistan, TV Kandahar, TV Herat, and Baghlan TV do play significant roles in their
regions.

Contrary to fears that large proportions of women cannot leave the house, only about one-
fifth (22%) of Afghan women, at most, appears to be housebound. Most women leave the
home to visit neighbors, family, and friends, and outside the village their most frequent trips
are to health clinics, making neighbor-to-neighbor programs and health clinics the best ways
to reach them.

Although Afghanistan is a multi-lingual society, most people said that they wanted voter
information in their mother tongue. Around half of the respondents (49%) of Afghans
wanted to receive election information in Dari, 44% preferred Pashto, and 3% wanted it in
Uzbek. Some 83% can speak Dari and 77% can speak Pashto. Some 51% can read Dari,
43% can read Pashto. Some 35% said they are illiterate (mostly women and rural people).
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CHAPTER 1:
THE NATIONAL MOOD

Direction of the Country

Despite the immense challenges the country faces, the mood of the Afghans we spoke with
was optimistic. Nearly two-thirds of them (64%) said that the country is headed in the right
direction. Less than a fifth of the voting age population held negative or mixed opinions
(11% wrong direction, 8% mixed) and only 16% was uncertain.

Direction of the Gountry

Generally speaking, do you think things in Afghanistan today are going in the
right direction, or do you think they are going in the wrong direction? (Q.25)

80%
64%
60%
40%
24%
20%
0%
Right Wrong Mixed
direction/Don't
Know

Geography and ethnicity are associated with the most substantial differences in opinion on
the country’s direction. In most regions, the majority or a plurality of Afghans expressed
satisfaction with its direction. However, only 39% of the people in the South (Kandahar-
Jalalabad) and 17% of those in the Northwest (Herat) agreed. The South was predominantly
uncertain on the country’s direction, while a majority in the Northwest was negative. Ethnic
differences were also evident on this question, although less so than those between regions.
Three-quarters of Tadjiks were optimistic about the country’s direction, compared to a
smaller, though still noteworthy, majority among Pashtuns (51%). Almost three-quarters
(73%) of city dwellers were pleased with Afghanistan’s direction, compared with 62% of
rural residents.

Access to information also influenced Afghans’ opinions about their country. Nearly seven
of ten literate citizens (69%) reported that the country is headed in the right direction,
compared to just 55% of those who cannot read or write. Almost a third of illiterate
Afghans (31%) are unsure about the direction of the country (as opposed to 7% of literate
Afghans), while only 14% have negative or mixed opinions. Almost seven citizens in ten
who regularly listen to the radio (69%) were pleased with Afghanistan’s path, while fewer
than half of those without access to radio agreed (48%).
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Right Direction Reasons

There are three main themes around which we can group the respondents’ answers to the
question “why do you think the country is headed in the right direction”: peace and security,
reconstruction and rebuilding and freedom and democracy.

More than half of those who said that the country is headed in the right direction cite peace
and the end of war (53%). Another 35% mentioned disarmament and 20% referred to good
security in their areas. Further down the list, 9% pointed to the return of refugees from
abroad, which has mostly occurred in the past three years, while freedom to travel was
mentioned by 7%. ¢

The second major factor behind the positive outlook is reconstruction, mentioned by 23%.
Economic revival is cited by 5% more.

Freedom and democracy were the third most often mentioned improvements noted by
Afghans, including references to freedom in general and free speech (18%), women’s
freedom and education for girls (13%), democracy and elections (9%), and good government

(6%).

Citizens in the Central East region (Kabul) and the Central region (Bamiyan) were slightly
more influenced by new freedoms and reconstruction, and less focused on peace and
security than those elsewhere. In the Center East, 23% cited girls’ schools and women’s
freedom as “right direction” reasons versus 13% nationally, and 22% in that region cited
reconstruction versus 18% among all respondents. In the Central region, 22% cited
freedom/freedom of speech versus 11% nationally, and 31% cite reconstruction, versus 18%
nationally. In the South, those who were optimistic tended to cite reconstruction and the
return of refugees rather than peace and security.

In general, the reasons for hope cited by Afghan citizens involve the beginnings of peace,
security and reconstruction. Although Afghanistan still has many problems, the onset of
normalcy was a reason for hope in a land that has known little of it for decades.

Why do you say that? (Q. 26)
(Reasons given by 10% or more)

60%-
50%-1
40%-i 35%

30%-
200/0" 20% 4190/

53%

13% 11%

10%-1

0% ; ;
Peace Disarmament Good security  Rebuilding Women's Freedom/Free
Rights speech

¢ “Right” and “wrong” direction questions were open-ended: if interviewees responded that they thought the
country was going in the right direction, they wete asked why, and could volunteer a maximum of two answers.
Likewise, if they said the country was headed in the wrong direction, they were asked why, and allowed to
respond with up to two reasons.
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Wrong Direction Reasons

Pessimism among the Afghans we spoke with about the direction of the country was
primarily due to dissatisfaction with the performance of the Transitional Government (40%),
slow reconstruction (35%) and the state of the economy (30%). More than a quarter of the
discontented mentioned problems caused by neighboring countries (28%) as a reason for
Afghanistan’s troubles, while 14% mention disappointment with the state of education.

It is noteworthy how few of those who feel that the country is headed in the wrong direction
complain of Western influence and foreigners (14%). Indeed, about the same number (13%)
demand more foreign development assistance. Despite the considerable attention paid to
security issues by both Afghans and foreigners concerned with the country, it is also notable
that only 2% cite security-related issues as reasons for the country being headed in the wrong
direction.

Why do you say that? (Q. 2, Base 92)
(Reasons given by 5% or more)

60%
()
40%] 40%
35%
30%
28%

20%-

14% 13%
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Government No Economy Neighboring Education Lack of Aid Western Too many
reconstruction countries Influence foreigners
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Afghanistan’s Biggest Problems: National

The two greatest concerns at the national level expressed by the respondents were the
security situation and the economy. When asked about the biggest problem facing the
country, security was the most frequent answer, noted by 37%, with 29% listing the
economy. Respondents were then asked to name the ‘second biggest problem facing
Afghanistan’. When taken together, the economy became the top problem, with a combined
total of 51% of the respondents listing it as either their first or second biggest problem at the
national level. Security was again near the top of the list, with more than four citizens in ten
(for a combined total of 43%) listing it as either their first or second problems.

The third great concern of the Afghans surveyed was education and literacy. These
problems are mentioned by more than one-fourth (26%) as one of the country’s two biggest
problems, though just 9% cite it as their top concern.

A variety of infrastructure issues came next on the public agenda. These included electricity
(cited by 16% as one of their top two concerns), reconstruction in general (mentioned by
15%), roads (12%), and water supply (5%). These problems, requisites for economic
revitalization, represented another broadly-shared set of concerns. If they are taken
collectively, infrastructure issues were mentioned by some 46% of our respondents as among
Afghanistan’s two top problems, which would place rebuilding the shattered infrastructure
just behind the economy and ahead of security as a concern.

Political complaints ranked relatively low on the list of key problems. Only 13% mention
poor or weak government as one of the country’s two top problems (although weak
government is a greater concern in the South and Northwest), while only 3% cite the Taliban
as a problem.

Some 9% cited health care as one of their two top concerns.

Regional and social differences were also evident in perceptions of the country’s problems.
Security concerns were cited most often by residents of the South and Northwest, the two
regions where the mood is negative, as well as by Pashtuns, men and older people. Among
women, younger citizens, Tadjiks and those in the North and Central East/Kabul regions,
worties about the economy outweighed security concerns, followed closely by education and
infrastructure. In the East, the lack of reliable electricity pushed the level of concern about
infrastructure equal to that of economic concerns and above that of security concerns.
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Security was thus the most intensely felt problem among Afghans interviewed for this
survey, but this is principally the case in the specific regions where it tends to be lacking (see
below on the security situation in the regions). In most of the country, however, economic
concerns predominated, along with the needs for education and infrastructure.

In your view, what is the biggest problem facing Afghanistan?
And after that, what is the next biggest problem ?
(Responses combined, all those cited by 5% or more)

60%

Econony Security Education Electricity Reconstruction Govt. Roads Health care Water

H Biggest problem O Next biggest problem

Afghanistan’s Biggest Problems: Local

At the local level, Afghans said they are much more concerned about the economy,
education, and infrastructure than they are about security. Four Afghans in ten (39%0)
mentioned economic issues as one of their top two local concerns. Some 28% cited the

economy, jobs, or poverty as the biggest local problem, a larger proportion than any other
issue.

The second great local concern was education. It was cited by neatly one-third (32%) as one
of the top two local issues and as the biggest local concern by 12%.
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At the local level, infrastructure issues loomed even larger than they do nationally. Some
26% mentioned a need for electricity as among their area’s top two problems; 20% more
roads; 19% rebuilding in general, and 16% water. Taken together, infrastructure issues were
cited as among the two top local concerns by four-fifths of the country’s citizens, making
them principal issues on the local agenda in most of the country. (Among infrastructure
issues, electricity took precedence in the Northeast (Kunduz), East (Nangarhar), and Center-
East (Kabul), while water lead in the Center.) Political concerns about the government or
the Taliban occupied an even lower priority at the local level than in Afghans’ thinking about
national affairs. Afghans clearly regarded a rebuilt infrastructure as essential for reviving the
economy and improving their lives.

Health care was cited as a major local concern by 18%.

Security was also cited as one of the top local concerns by 18%. Where security was a worry,
it was preoccupying one -- 15% cited it as their top local concern, while only 3% cited it as
their second. However, it is a local worry chiefly in two regions, the South and Northwest,
where it was also seen as a concern at the national level.

Afghanistan’s Biggest Problems: Local

In your view, what is the biggest problem facing Afghanistan?
And after that, what is the next biggest problem ? (Q.30/31, Base 804)
(Responses combined, all those cited by 5% or more)

60%

Economy Education Electricity Roads Rebuilding Security ~ Health care Water Govt.
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The Transitional Government and Hamid Karzai

Overall, the Afghans we interviewed were pleased with the performance of their current
leader, Hamid Karzai, and the Transitional Government that he leads. More than six in ten
(62%) rated his work as good or excellent, including more than a third (34%) who felt he is
doing an excellent job. Some 57% percent of citizens rated the present government
positively, including 28% who believed its performance has been excellent.

Residents of the East, Central East and Central regions were the most satisfied with the
work of Karzai and the Transitional Government. North (Mazar-i-Sharif) and Northeast
region residents also gave strongly positive assessments, though with less intensity. Clear
majorities of all these regions assessed Karzai and his government positively, just as they do
for the direction of the country.

The South and Northwest regions were the only ones which had predominantly negative
views about Karzai and the Transitional Government, as well as the only regions with a
pessimistic outlook on the state of the nation. In the South, 46% were dissatisfied with
Karzai’s performance, while just 35% were satisfied. There, over half (52%) rated the
government’s job performance negatively, including 36% who said it was poor. Seven out of
ten Northwest residents (71%) rated Karzai negatively (and 54% rated his performance as
poor), while more than eight in ten Northwest residents (86%) were unhappy with the
Transitional Government’s performance (69% consider it poor).

President Karzai enjoyed solid support across the country’s major ethnic groups. More than
two-thirds of Tadjiks (68%) rated his job performance positively, along with 71% of Uzbeks
and 78% of Hazaras. Although his own Pashtun tribe was the most critical, nonetheless
over half (54%) were satisfied with him. It is important to note, however, that residents of
the Fast region, which is 77% Pashtun, were among Karzai’s strongest backers — 91% rated
him positively there. Geography had a greater influence on Afghans’ opinions of their
leaders and government than tribal differences do.

Ethnic appraisals of the Transitional Government followed a similar pattern, but the
government did not fare quite as well as Karzai. Two-thirds of Tadjiks (65%) held positive
opinions of the government, along with 71% of Hazaras and 59% of Uzbeks. Only 46% of
Pashtuns rated the Transitional Government favorably, while 42% said it is doing a fair or
poor job. Once again, negative opinions in the South and Northwest regions affected the
overall score: nine of ten Eastern region residents rated the government positively
(including 40% excellent), but only 26% in the South and 7% in the Northwest agreed.

Women, especially educated women, and older citizens were among Karzai’s strongest
supporters. Two-thirds of female respondents (65%) were pleased with Karzai’s job
performance, including almost four in ten (39%) who stated that he is doing an excellent job.
Men are also satisfied with Karzai, but their support was somewhat less intense than
women’s (59% positive, 29% excellent).

Not surprisingly, there was a strong relationship between approval of the country’s direction
and of the president and government. More than eight Afghans in ten who believed the
country is headed in the right direction (83%) rated Hamid Karzai positively, including
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almost half (47%) who believed he is doing an excellent job as President. These supporters
were also pleased with the Transitional Government highly (79% positive, 42% excellent).
Karzai and the Transitional Government clearly get some of the credit for the country’s
movement toward peace, reconstruction and democracy.

President Karzai’s personal popularity was very high amongst our respondents — even higher
than his job performance numbers. Some 85% of Afghans reported liking him and nearly
half of the respondents (48%) were very favorable towards him. He was particularly
admired in the North, East, Central and Central East regions, where his popularity
approaches 100% and over half of all the respondents were very favorable toward him.
Even in the regions where the job done by Karzai and his government is rated poorly,
Karzai received favorable personal ratings; his favorability was 66% in his native region, the
South (he comes from Kandahar), and 42% in the Northwest. This is compared to 46% and
71% of those who rated his job performance negatively in the South and Northwest,
respectively. In other words, Karzai has a national personal appeal that extends even to
many of those who are not his political supporters.

The Transitional Government and President Karzai

How would you rate the work of the present How would you rate the work of Hamid
government (Afghanistan’s Transitional Karzai as President of Afghanistan —
Government) — excellent, good, fair, or poor excellent, good, fair, or poor? (Q. 32/33)
80%r
% 80%;

F. le: 579 f le: 359
avorable: 57% Unfavorable: 35% Favorable: 62% Unfavorable: 31%

| B Excellent/Poor @ Good/Fair I B Excellent/Poor B Good/Fair
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Regional Differences in Mood

There were noticeable differences in mood among regions.’

* Central East/Kabul (65% Tadjik, 23% Pashtun): 80% stated that the country is
headed in the right direction; more than eight in ten citizens rated the job done by Karzai
(83%) and the Transitional Government (84%) positively.

* North (38% Tadjik, 33% Uzbek, 16% Pashtun): 69% stated that they were optimistic
about Afghanistan’s direction; 71% were satisfied with Karzai’s performance and 63%
believed the Transitional Government is doing a good job.

= East (77% Pashtun, 6% Tadjik, 5% Nuristani, 5% Pashaee): 86% reported that the
country is headed in the right direction, more than nine in ten citizens were pleased with
the performance of Karzai (92%) and the Transitional Government (91%).

* Northeast (83% Tadjik, 10% Pashtun, 5% Uzbek, 2% Hazara): 84% said that
Afghanistan is on the right track; over half of citizens were satisfied with Karzai (54%)
and the Transitional Government (52%).

®  Central (45% Pashtun, 33% Hazara, 22% Tadjik); 75% were optimistic about the
country’s direction; 84% were pleased with Karzai and 77% were happy with the
Transitional Government.

®  South (99% Pashtun): Less than four in ten (39%) reported that they thought
Afghanistan is headed in the right direction, while 37% thought it is off on the wrong
track or had mixed opinions and 24% didn’t know. Only 35% approved of Karzai’s job
performance and just a quarter (26%) were satisfied with the Transitional Government.

* Northwest (58% Pashtun, 36% Tadjik, 7% Hazara): Just 17% were optimistic about the
country’s direction, while two-thirds (67%) had a negative or mixed outlook and 15%
didn’t know. Just a fifth of Northwest residents (20%) approved of the job Karzai is
doing and a mere 7% were satisfied with the Transitional Government.

Ethnicity and Region

In our survey results, region appeared to trump ethnicity in shaping the political mood of
Afghans. If we look at the views of different ethnic groups within the regions in this survey,
they have more in common with other residents of their region than they do with member
of the same ethnic group in other regions.

To look at the differences by ethnicity between the regions, we combined the seven regions
in our poll into five, since some of the regional samples were too small to break down by
ethnic group. We thus looked at ethnic differences in the North+Central, Northeast+Fast,
Center East, South, and Northwest regions. There were enough Pashtuns in each region for

7'The regions are as follows: Northwest: Herat, Badghis, Farah; North: Balkh, Samangan, Jawzjan, Faryab, Sar-
e-pul; Northeast: Kunduz, Takhar, Badakhshan, Baghlan; East: Nangarhar, Laghman, Kunar, Nuristan; Central
East: Kabul, Parwan, Kapisa, Logar; Central: Bamiyan, Wardak, Ghazni; South: Paktia, Paktika, Khost,
Kandahar, Zabul, Helmand.
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analysis, enough Tadjiks in every region but the South, and enough Uzbeks to do so in the
North+Central region.

When we did this for the country’s direction and the president’s job performance, we found
that the views of members of ethnic groups resembled those of other ethnic groups in their
same region much more than they resembled those of their own ethnic group elsewhere.
Thus Pashtuns, Tadjiks, and Uzbeks were all highly positive in their views of the country’s
direction in the North+Central, Northeast+FEast, and Center East regions. On the other
hand, only a minority of Pashtuns thought that the country is headed in the right direction in
the South, where they make up almost the entire population. In the Northwest, both
Pashtuns and Tadjiks tended not to think the country is headed in the right direction. The
same pattern prevailed in evaluations of the job performance of President Karzai, which is
closely correlated with approval of the country’s direction.

Country Direction by Region & Ethnicity

Those who say country is moving in right direction (Q.25)

North, Central 64% 76% 60%
Northeast, East 82% 85% NA
Center East 71% 82% NA
South 39% NA NA
Northwest 13% 22% NA

Karzai Joh hy Region & Ethnicity

Those who say Karzai is doing good or excellent job (Q.33)

North, Central 81% 71% 73%
Northeast, East 86% 62% NA
Center East 76% 87% NA
South 35% NA NA
Northwest 38% 37% NA




The Security Situation

The Afghans we interviewed were divided in their perceptions of the security situation — but
on this issue, as already noted, there are major regional differences. A narrow majority of
Afghan citizens (53%) reported that the security in their area is good (38%) or excellent
(15%). However, almost half (46%) were dissatisfied with security: 26% described security
as fair, while a fifth (20%) called it poor.

In five of the seven regions, three-fifths or more of the citizens rated security as good or
excellent. In the East, 74% rated the local security situation good or excellent, including a
fifth (21%) who stated that it is excellent. In the Center-East, 67% assessed the security
situation positively, and almost three in ten (28%) found it to be excellent. In the North and
Central regions, 65% were satisfied with local security (15% good and 9% excellent,
respectively). Three in five (60%) Northeast residents were satisfied with local security (8%
excellent)

The perception of security problems was highest in the South and the Northwest. In the
South, two-thirds of citizens (67%) rated the security situation as fair or poor, including 45%
who said it was “poor.” In the Northwest, more than eight citizens in ten interviewed (86%)
said that security was fair or poor, including 64% who felt that local security is “poor.” A
higher proportion of citizens in these two regions were forced to leave the country because
of conflict during the war years than in any other regions.

The Security Situation

How would you rate the security situation in your area:
Excellent, Good, Fair, or Poor? (Q. 35)

60%

Favorable: 53% Unfavorable: 46%

M Excellent/Poor O Good/Fair
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Criminal Victimization

Given the situation of insecurity prevalent in parts of the country, it is not surprising that
people reported a high amount of criminal victimization. One citizen in eight (12%)
surveyed said that a member of their family was been a victim of physical aggression or
crime in the past year.

According to our respondents, residents of the Northwest region (29%) and the Central East
(Kabul) region (19%) are the most likely to have experienced crime. The other groups who
are the most likely to become crime victims include Shiites (27%), lower income citizens
(25%), Hazaras (21%) and less-than-primary educated women (16%).

To put it into international perspective, the reported crime rate in Afghanistan today is
considerably higher than we found in Indonesia (5%) and comparable to the level our
research found in East Timor after a lawless period there following the independence
referendum of 2000 (12%).°*

Have you or has anyone in your family been a victim of physical aggression or of some
criminal act in the home or community in the past year? (Q 38)

Yes:
12%

Don't know: 1%

No:
87%

8 Data for Indonesia and the US come from Democracy in Indonesia: A Survey of the Indonesian Electorate in 2003,
(Jakarta, The Asia Foundation: 2003), p.148. The East Timor finding is based on unpublished data from our
national voter education survey there.
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Concern for Personal Security

Although security is a substantial issue in the country, Afghans we spoke with reported
feeling considerably safer now than they did under Taliban rule. Now, almost two-thirds of
citizens (64%) reported rarely or never worrying about their personal safety, while only 36%
said they felt that way under the Taliban. (Some 42% feared for their safety under the
Taliban, while more than one-fifth (22%) said they fled the country altogether.)

The most dramatic change has taken place in the situation of urban residents. Most
residents said lived in fear under the Taliban, when 55% were often or sometimes afraid for
their personal safety, compared to just 35% of them today. Among rural residents, the
proportion who reported feeling at the time of the survey, 35%, is just slightly below the
corresponding percentage under the Taliban, 37%. However, almost one-fourth of rural
residents, 23%, said they left the country altogether under the Taliban, and most of this
group said that they do not fear for their safety now.

The regional differences in perceptions of security today were reflected in views of how it
has changed. Residents of the North (of whom 9% are fearful now), Northeast (6% now)
and Central Fast (30% now) reported feeling far safer now then they did under the Taliban.
They reported feeling afraid much more often under the Taliban (57%, 69% and 67%
respectively). Citizens of the East reported feeling marginally safer now (24% are often or
sometimes afraid, compared to 33% under the Taliban), although a third of the East’s
population had fled the country under Taliban rule.

Perceptions of the security situation seem to have worsened in three regions in particular
compared to conditions under the Taliban. Current fears were particularly strong in the
South (65%) and Northwest (76%) regions. This stands in contrast to the situation under
the Taliban, when only 7% and 10% of their residents respectively feared for their safety
(although a quarter of citizens in both regions were out of the country under the Taliban).
Safety fears among Central region residents have also increased slightly; from 23% under the
Taliban to 37% now; however, more than a third of Central residents were absent from the
country during the Taliban period.

In short, perceptions of personal security remain worrisome, but most respondents report
feeling safer than they did under the Taliban.
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Concern for Personal Security

How often do you fear for your own personal How often did you fear for your personal safety
safety or security or for that of your family these or security or for that of your family under
days? (Q.36) Taliban rule? (Q.37)
80%:- 80%:-
60%- 60%-
22%
40%
24% ;
20%] A/
0%- Fearful: 41%  Not Fearful: 36% Absent during
Concerned: 35% Unconcerned: 64% Taliban

Freedom of Expression

Perception of freedom of expression was widespread among our respondents and has
increased dramatically since the fall of the Taliban. Over half of Afghanistan’s citizens
(52%) said that people in the area where they live feel free to express their political opinions,
while 23% said people have reservations about expressing their opinions, and another
quarter (25%) ‘did not know’. When asked whether people in their area felt free to express
their political views under the Taliban, only 1% of our responded that they did.

While residents of some regions said that they feel freer to speak than those in other regions,
freedom of expression was vastly improved throughout the country since the Taliban
regime, when no more than three percent (3%) of residents of any region felt free. The
largest proportions reported freedom of expression in the Central East (87%) and the
Northeast (72%). Majorities of residents of the Central (57%) and East (51%), as well as a
plurality of those in the North (49%) said they can speak their minds, but substantial
proportions (38-46%) were unsure in those regions. On the other hand, in the South, a
plurality felt unfree to speak (43% to 21%), as did a majority in the Northwest, where 74%
felt unfree to speak and only 10% free to speak.

It is no accident that people in the South and Northwest did not feel free to speak. There

was a direct connection between insecurity, which prevails in those two regions, and a low
sense of freedom. Of those who rated local security as excellent or good, 63% said that they
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can speak their minds, while of those who rated it as fair or poor, only 41% did so. There
may have also be an element of fear among opponents of the government, who are
concentrated in those provinces. While two-thirds (67%) of those who approve of President
Karzai’s job performance said they feel free to speak, only 31% of those who rate him as fair
or poor said the same.

Do most people feel free to express their Did most people feel free to express their opinions
political opinions in the area where you live? under the Taliban government? (Q. 39/40)
80%:- 4%
60%-1
40%
18%
20%
L B =
0% . . .
Yes No Absent Don't know
Agree: 78% Disagree: 12% during

Taliban rule

| B Strongly O Somew hat I

Economic Prosperity

Many of the Afghans we spoke with stated perceived that their economic prosperity had
taken a downturn since the fall of the Taliban. Some 37% of citizens reported that their
family was less prosperous now than under the Taliban, while only 10% believed that they
were more prosperous. However, the largest group, more than four in ten Afghans (42%),
sensed no change in their economic status.

The Afghans who were likeliest to feel a dip in their economic fortunes included older urban

women (68%), educated women (51%) and Uzbeks (55%), as well as many in the North
(46%), Northeast (72%) and the Central East/Kabul region (43%).
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Only a few Afghans reported having benefited economically since the fall of the Taliban.
The groups with the largest percentages of those who reported gaining economically —
educated women (17% reported feeling more prosperous) and residents of the Central
East/Kabul region (22%) — also report some of the highest proportions of those who
reported losing economically (as noted above). These results seem to suggest a growing
inequality among educated women and around Kabul since the fall of the Taliban.

Economic Prosperity

If you think about your family, would you say that today your family is more prosperous,
less prosperous, or about as prosperous as under the Taliban government? (Q. 41)

80%-
60%-
42%
37%
40%-
20%-
10%
2%
OOA),A T h
More prosperous Less prosperous About as prosperous Don't know

Favorability Towards Leaders & Organizations

The vast majority of Afghans reported disliking the Taliban, and most quite strongly: 75%
were unfavorable (62% very unfavorable). Only 13% nationwide were favorable. The poll
findings quite clearly show that the Taliban have little public support in Afghanistan today.
It should be noted, however, that in the context of an on-going offensive against Taliban
elements in the South and Southeast of Afghanistan by Coalition Forces, it is conceivable
that some respondents there did not feel comfortable giving their true opinions about them.

Regionally, the Taliban was most unpopular in the North (96% unfavorable, 90% very
unfavorable) and the Central East (89% unfavorable, 81% very). In the East region, nearly
eight in ten (78%) reported disliking the Taliban and over half were very unfavorable. In the
Central region, 62% reported unfavorable feelings towards the group (48% very
unfavorable). The Taliban enjoyed slightly more support in the Northeast (24%) and
Northwest (16%), but more than two-thirds of citizens in these regions felt unfavorably
towards them, including six in ten who were very unfavorable. The South is the region
where the hostility to the Taliban was least intense, but even there only 27% were favorable,
while over half (51%) are unfavorable (and 25% very unfavorable).
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Even among those dissatisfied with the Transitional Government, only 24% felt favorably
towards the Taliban, while 65% were unfavorable (52% very unfavorable). In other words,
discontent with the Transitional Government has not translated into support for the Taliban.
This is not surprising when it is remembered that the major complaints about the current
government involve a desire for more reconstruction, greater foreign aid, and more efficient
government services, areas where the Taliban is not a serious alternative.

Indeed, foreigners working in Afghanistan were rated highly (80% of citizens reported
teeling favorably towards them, 29% very favorable). The United Nations was even more
highly regarded (84% favorable, 51% very favorable). Majorities in every region — including
even the South and Northwest — held positive opinions toward both.

Almost two-thirds of the Afghans interviewed were favorable toward the U.S. (65%) and the
U.S. military forces in Afghanistan (67%). However, while this popularity runs over most of
the country, it did not extend to South and Northwest regions. In the South, a plurality’ was
unfavorable to both: 46% unfavorable to 37% favorable for America; and 42% unfavorable
to 39% favorable for the US military. In the Northwest, neatly six in ten were unfavorable
toward the U.S. and the U.S. military (58% to 30% for the US, 59% to 26% for its troops
(again, unfavorable to favorable, respectively.)

Former king Zahir Shah was popular with more than three-quarters of the respondents (77%
favorable, 38% very favorable). He was especially well-liked by older citizens and those in
the North, Central and South regions. His favorability was fairly even among all major
ethnic groups — running between 70% and 80% among Pashtuns, Tadjiks, Uzbeks, and
Hazaras — although it was a bit more intense among the Pashtuns.

% Plurality is defined as the largest proportion of respondents when there ate three or more choices and none
has a majority.

30



Jihadi leaders, in contrast, were almost as unpopular amongst the respondents as the Taliban.
They were viewed favorably by fewer than three in ten citizens (29%) nationally, while 64%
were unfavorable to them, and 44% very unfavorable. Majorities on the order of three-fifths
to three-fourths were unfavorable to them in every region of the country but one. Some
two-thirds (66%) of the residents held favorable opinions of Jihadi leaders in the Northeast,
where the martyred Mujahedeen leader Ahmed Shah Massoud fought the Russians and the
Taliban for many years. But, elsewhere, there was little positive sentiment towards these
figures.

Favorahility Towards
Leaders & Organizations

What is your opinion on the following: (Q. 43-50)

Hamid Karzai 85% 10%
The United Nations 84% 7%
Foreign aid workers 80% 13%
Zahir Shah 77% 13%
US military forces in Afghanistan 67% 22%
The United States 65% 24%
Jihadi leaders 29% 64%
The Taliban 13% 75%
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CHAPTER 2:
ATTITUDES TOWARDS ELECTIONS

Knowledge of Upcoming Elections

When this survey was fielded (February-March 2004), Afghanistan’s citizenry was well-
informed about existing plans for the upcoming national elections. Over nine in ten
respondents (91%) had heard that elections were coming and almost three-quarters (72%)
knew that the date for voting had been set for June 2004." Just over a quarter of those
citizens (27%) could not identify the election month as it was originally set. Thus, it is clear
that large majorities of Afghan citizens are getting at least basic election information.

Have you heard anything about elections coming up in Afghanistan?

(Q. 51)

100%- 91%

Yes No

The most knowledgeable Afghans include men (81% named the correct election month),
people under 35 (76%), literate citizens (87%), and residents of the Northeast (93%), East
(77%) and Central East/Kabul (94%) regions.

10 The vote has since been postponed to September 2004 due to the lack of time to complete the necessary
arrangements by the original June date.
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Those most likely to lack basic information about the 2004 elections were rural women over
35 (47 % did not know when elections were scheduled or gave the wrong month), illiterate
citizens (52% were unaware of the correct month), less than primary-educated women (50%
unaware), those who do not listen to radio regularly (59% unaware), and residents of the
North (48% unaware), Central (46% unaware) or South (43%) regions.

If yes heard of the upcoming elections, do you happen to know for which month and
year the elections are scheduled? (Q.52, Base 735)

Total
. June 2004 72%
. Other 7%
. Don’t Know 20%

Intention to Vote

Eight eligible Afghan citizens in ten (81%) interviewed intended to exercise their right to
participate in the election. Only 10% reported that they didn’t think they would vote, and
another 9% were not sure.

Those most likely to participate in the election were men (88%), the literate (91%), and
residents of the Northeast (90%), East (89%), Central East/Kabul (92%) and Center (87%).

Afghans who were less likely to participate (or were unsure they will do so) included women
(26% will not vote or unsure if they will), especially less than primary-educated women
(34%), illiterate people (34%), radio non-listeners (41%), and residents of the South (35%)
and Northwest (32%).

Interestingly, contrary to the fears of some, the results showed that house-bound women
were just as likely to participate in the election as those who are not house-bound (74% of
both expect to vote). The equal participation rate suggests that the major issue for women is
whether or not their husbands permit them to vote, not how frequently they leave the house
for ordinary tasks.
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In general, motivating people to vote does not appear to be a major need for voter
education. However, some targeted education efforts to build turnout that address the
reasons for not participating mentioned by specific groups (see below) may be desirable.

Do you think you will vote in this election? (Q. 53)
100%

81%
80% .

60%

40%

20%

10% 9%

Yes No Don't Know

Reasons to Participate in Presidential Elections

The respondents expressed a desire to participate in the upcoming elections primarily
because they want to choose their leaders (66% mention this reason), and because they
believe voting is a right (58% mention this). Many citizens also reported wanting to
participate to bring peace (30%), promote prosperity and reconstruction (27%), and help the
country (27%). Other reasons mentioned include citizen duty (21%) and to express their
views (14%).

What are the most important reasons why you want to vote? (Q. 54, Base 652)

To choose my leaders 65%
It is my right 58%
To bring peace 30%
To bring prosperity/Reconstruction 27%
It will help the country 27%
It is my obligation as a citizen to vote 21%
I want to express my views 14%
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Reasons for Not Participating in Presidential Elections

Afghans who were not certain they will participate were most likely to cite reasons indicating
a lack of knowledge about elections and democracy. These reasons included not knowing
how elections work (27%), not understanding politics (24%), and not being familiar with the
parties or candidates (7%). Those not sure what democracy meant (who could not offer any
characteristics of a democratic country) were also among the least likely to vote, with 42%
not voting or unsure if they will.

Some of the women who said that they may not vote (23% of them) were concerned they
would not get permission to participate or are not allowed to leave the house. Some
respondents (including 18% of men) reported being afraid of intimidation or violence (8%
mention this overall).

Indifference or illness were not the major reasons for non-participation. Only 22% of
potential non-voters cited a personal reason such as age or sickness. Just 10% said that they

were not interested. Another 7% did not support any party or believed the new government
would be established before the vote (2%).

The fact that the most frequent reasons for non-participation included ignorance of the
electoral process and fears that men will refuse to let women vote underlines the need for
effective voter education to address these problems. Well-designed efforts to inform people
about the process and to encourage men to let women vote will do more to boost
participation than will mere exhortations to vote.

What are the most important reasons why you may not want to vote? (Q. 55, Base 151)

Don’t know how elections work 27%
Don’'t understand politics 24%
Personal reasons: too old, sick, etc. 22%
Will not have permission to vote / women not allowed to vote 16%
/ Cannot leave house

Not Interested 10%
Fear of intimidation / violence/ insecurity 8%
Don’t know enough about the parties / candidates 7%
Don’t support any party 7%
Other/Don't Know 20%
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Awareness of Registration Requirements

Nine in ten Afghans interviewed (90%) said they had heard something about people being
required to register in order to be eligible for the upcoming elections. The youngest citizens
(94%) and North region residents (96%) were the most aware of registration requirements.

The groups of citizens who were least aware of registration requirements were still relatively
well-informed, and the numbers of those unaware of the registration requirements were
small. They tended to be less than primary-educated women (18% unaware), East (15%
unaware), Central (18% unaware) and Northwest (15% unaware) residents and those without
regular radio exposure (27% unaware). Only 15% of illiterate respondents were unaware of
registration requirements.

Have you heard anything about people being required to register
themselves to vote in the coming elections? (Q. 60)

100%

90%
80%

60%

40%

20%

9 5%

Yes No Don't Know
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Free and Fair Elections

There was widespread uncertainty among those surveyed about whether the elections will be
free and fair.

Three-fifths of those surveyed (60%) said they are not sure whether the coming elections
will be free and fair. 37% thought the elections will be fair, while just 4% were sure they will
not be.

The respondents who said that they didn’t know whether or not elections would be free and
fair tended to be men with less than primary school education (69%), the illiterate (77%),
and those without radio exposure (80%). “Don’t know” was also a common response
among residents of the Central (76%), South (79%) and Northwest (88%0) regions.

While these concerns do not seem to be deterring participation, the scale of doubt makes it
important to address them in order to ensure the legitimacy of the process and its results.

Free & Fair Elections?

Do you think the elections will be free and fair
or do you think they will not be free and fair? (Q. 61)

100%

80%

60%

60%

40%;

20%

0/
/0

Free and fair Not free and fair Don't Know
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Election Concerns

In terms of voting irregularities, the Afghans we surveyed selected the buying of votes (60%)
and cheating in the vote count (50%) most frequently when presented with a list of potential
problems that might occur in the upcoming elections. Other worries included husbands not
letting wives vote (24%), intimidation (8%) and doubts about secrecy (6%).

Buying of votes 60%
Cheating in the vote count 50%
Husbands not letting wives vote 24%
Intimidation against voters or party activists 8%
Finding out for whom people voted without their saying 6%
None of these possible 5%

Number of Election Concerns

In order to measure how many of these issues worried Afghan citizens, we counted the
number of election concerns that each respondent expressed. Just over half of the Afghans
surveyed (51%) had two or more of the following concerns about the upcoming elections:
intimidation, count cheating, vote buying, ballot secrecy, and husbands preventing their
wives from voting.

Two-thirds of men surveyed (67%), along with six in ten older citizens (58%), Central region
respondents (59%), and three-quarters of East region interviewees (77%) and educated men
(75%0) had two or more concerns about the election.

Number of election worries voters expressed (Q. 61)

80%-
60%
40% vy

None Low (1) Medium (2) High (3,4,5)
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Difference Elections Make

Almost eight in ten (77%) reported believing that voting will make a difference, including
44% who felt the election would make a big difference in Afghanistan. Only 6% thought
the elections will make little or no difference, while 17% are not sure.

Those with the most intense feelings of hope were found among literate citizens (49% feel
the election will make a big difference), especially educated women (64% big difference),
Central East citizens (54%) and Central residents (59%).

Doubts about the impact of the elections were most common among the illiterate (38%),
radio non-listeners (45%), and residents of the South (38%) and Northwest (36%).

Confidence in the election directly affects how much difference citizens believe it will make.
Among voters who believed that the election will be free and fair, 96% felt it would make a
difference. Among those who didn’t know whether the election will be free and fair, only
66% thought it would make a difference.

Do you think that voting in the election will make a big difference, some difference, little
difference, or no difference at all? (Q. 56, Base 804)

100%-

Big/Some: 77% Little/None: 6%

O Big/None @ SomelLittle
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CHAPTER 3:
VOTER EDUCATION NEEDS

Ballot Secrecy

Although the Afghans surveyed knew that elections are coming, most did not know how
they would work. Less than a quarter of the electorate (24%) was aware that citizens will
vote in private and that their choice will be secret. A third of the respondents (32%)
believed that voting will take place publicly, as was the case in the Loya Jirga elections. The
largest proportion — 44% — didn’t know if the ballot would be secret. This means that three-
quarters of the electorate is unaware that the upcoming elections will be by secret ballot.

This lack of awareness has a massive impact on perceptions of election fairness. Among
those who didn’t know if the elections will be held in public or in private, fully 87% also
didn’t know if the elections will be free and fair.

Do you think the election will be like the Loya Jirga election, where people voted
publicly and others could see their choices, or do you think they will vote privately,
where no one can see for who they vote? (Q. 64)

100%

80%

60%

40% 33%

20%

0%

Publicly Privately Don't know
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Vote Buying

Almost three-quarters of Afghans (73%) believed that, if a voter accepts money from
someone trying to buy their vote, it is acceptable for them to still pick their preferred
candidate or party. Only 6% reported that they would feel obligated to vote for the party
giving the money, but another fifth (21%) answered “don’t know.”

Citizens who felt obligated or were unsure if money compels someone to vote a certain way
were likely to be illiterate (42%), to not have finished primary school (38%), to not have
regular exposure to radio (38%), and to live in the East (32%), Central region (39%) or
Northwest (52%). These citizens need voter education assuring them that they are not
obligated to vote for someone who offers them money, and that the secrecy of the ballot
ensures that vote buyers cannot find out who they choose.

If a party gives someone money and they accept it, do you think the correct action is to
vote for that party, or is it right for them to vote for whatever party they prefer? (Q. 63)

100%-

0,
80% 72%
60%
40%

21%
20%
6%
%
Vote for party they Vote for party giving Don't know
prefer money
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Knowledge of Election Monitors

Relatively few of those surveyed knew if there were plans for election monitors. Only four
citizens in ten (40%) had heard that there will be non-partisan groups to observe and
monitor the elections. Another 37% were unaware of any plans for election monitors, and
22% were unsure.

There is a relationship between awareness of monitoring and perceptions of election
fairness. Among those who had not heard of monitors or don’t know if there will be any,
over 70% didn’t know if the elections will be fair either.

Have you heard whether there will be non-partisan groups
to observe and monitor the elections? (Q. 65)

100%-
80%
60%
40% = 8%
0 2 o
20%
0%
Yes No Don't know
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Preferences for Monitors

Rather than wanting monitors who are primarily Afghan and from their own region, the
majority of respondents surveyed expressed a preference for foreign monitors (32%) or both
(Afghan and international) equally (39%). Only one-fifth preferred Afghan monitors.
Citizens also preferred that either all (36%) or at least some (42%) of the Afghan monitors
come from another area. Only one in seven (14%) would prefer just to have monitors from
their own area.

Would you prefer Afghan monitors, foreign If the monitors are Afghans, would you prefer ones
monitors, or are both equally acceptable? from your area or from another area? (Q. 70/71)
80% 80%
60% 60%
39% 42%
40% 3% 40%1 36%
20%
20% 20%H
% 0%
Afghan Foreign Both My area Another area A mix
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Response to Voter Education Messages

To see if information about the elections would convince potential voters that they would be
free and fair, interviewers gave the respondents information about the elections; that their
ballots would be secret, that there would be election monitors, etc., and then asked them if
this made them more confident that the election would be free and fair. This led to a
dramatic increase in confidence about the elections. In order to be polite, some Afghans
surveyed may have simply agreed with the interviewer. However, this test shows that it may
be possible to increase confidence in the elections by explaining the process to people.

Telling Afghans that ballots will be cast in private, folded, and put in a box so that no one
can see it gave two-thirds (67%) more confidence in the fairness of the electoral process.
Some 37% were much more confident as a result. Informing respondents that there will be
election monitors who will report cheating made three-quarters (75%) more confident and
almost half (46%) much more confident in the elections.

Of respondents who were told that since voting is secret, even if people are given money,
they can still vote for the party they like, 65% reported being more confident (and 33%
much more confident) in the fairness of the elections. Similarly, a message that since the
vote is secret, even if voters are threatened they can vote for their preferred party made
almost three in five (58%) more confident, and three in ten (29%) much more confident that
the vote will be free and fair.

(Q. 66-69)

Groups of monitors independent of the parties will observe every step of
the elections and inform the people (authorities) of any cheating.

46% 75%

Everyone will mark their vote on a paper in private, fold it up, and putitina

0, 0,
box, so no one will see for whom you vote. Your vote will be your secret. 37% 67%

Because voting will be secret, even if political parties give people money

0, 0,
for their votes, people will still be able to vote for the party they like. 33% 66%

Because voting will be secret, even if political parties make threats to get
people to vote for their candidates, people will still be able to vote for the 29% 58%
party they like.
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Impact of Information

We revisited the question of election fairness after providing the voter education messages
noted above to respondents. After the voter education messages, nearly seven in ten
respondents (69%) felt the elections will be free and fair, compared to just 37% prior to this
simulated educational campaign. Fewer than three in ten (28%) remained uncertain whether
the elections will be free and fair. This is a gain in confidence in the elections of 32 points —
in other words, one third of those interviewed felt more confident that the elections would
be free and fair.

Citizens who reported an increased confidence after receiving basic voter information
tended to be men, especially older rural men, rural residents, those in the North and Central
regions, those who never attended school, especially those who do not listen regularly to
radio. These citizens reported vote buying and cheating in the count most frequently as
possible problems occurring in the election, and two-thirds of them were unaware of
election monitors or secret ballots. These may be important target groups for voter
education.

Do you think the elections will be free and fair or do you think
they will not be free and fair? (Q. 61/72)

100%-
80%:-
69%
60% 60%
A
40%-
28%
20%-
4% 3%
0% T 7
Free & fair Not free & fair Don't know
O Before Voter Education W After Voter Education
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CHAPTER 4:
WOMEN AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

Women’s Major Problems

To understand how people in Afghanistan perceive the situation of women, we asked them
to chose from a list of options what they considered to be the two biggest problems facing
women in their areas.

Both men and women interviewed selected lack of education and literacy (47%), women’s
rights (33%) and health care (32%) as the greatest problems confronting women in their
country. Other problems mentioned include control by men (noted by 21%), poverty
(18%), forced marriages or dowry abuses (17%), and lack of permission to leave their homes
(12%). Only 6% referred to security as a major problem for women, perhaps because
insecurity is a general issue that concerns both sexes where it prevails. Domestic violence
was mentioned by 4%.

Looking at the responses regarding the single top problem facing Afghan women, the
themes that emerge are women’s lack of power and lack of access to services and income.

A general lack of rights received the most mentions (26%). When those responses are taken
together with those mentioning male power, homebound women, and forced marriages,
fully half of the respondents (49%) chose one aspect or another of lack of power as
women’s greatest single problem in Afghanistan.

The second broad theme — obviously connected to the first — is exclusion from
opportunities to receive services or earn money. Issues related to this theme — education,
health care, and poverty — were mentioned by 41% as the single most important problem for
Afghan women.

There was a consensus between men and women in Afghanistan on the biggest problems
facing women, despite the fact that many of these same problems involve the role of men.
The responses of both sexes on every item regarding the status of women were similar
within two or three points. Only 1% of Afghan men claimed that women have no problems
in their society.

On this question, as on many others in the survey, there were regional differences in the
responses. Lack of women’s rights was perceived as more of a problem in the Northwest
(where 54% cited it as one of women’s top two problems) and Center-east (50% mentioned
it) than in the North (31%), Northeast (30%), East (29%) or Southern (26%) regions.
Women’s rights were only mentioned as a problem by 5% of respondents in the Central
region.

46



The principal problem for women cited by respondents in the Central region was poor
health care (77%), followed by women’s lack of education (73%). In the South, illiteracy
(64%) was perceived as the biggest problem followed by health care (37%). Similarly, health
care ranked below women’s education in the North (health 17%, education 33%), Northeast
(health 9%, education 42%) and East (health 29%, education 41%).

What do you think is the biggest problem facing women in this area today?
And the next biggest? (Q. 91/92, Base 802)
(Top two responses combined, those answering 5% or more)

Education/lliteracy 47%
Lack of rights 33%
Health care 32%
Under control of men 21%
Poverty 18%
Forced marriages/dowry 17%
Can't leave homes 11%
Security 6%
Don't know 5%
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Women’s Voting Decisions

Among our respondents, there was a consensus that Afghan women’s participation in the
upcoming elections will be heavily influenced by men. Fully 87% of Afghans surveyed said
that women will need to get permission from their husband or the head of the family to be
able to vote in the upcoming elections, while only 5% said women would not need to do so.
Moreover, 72% of Afghans we interviewed said that men should advise women on their
voting choice, versus 21% who said that women should choose for themselves. The
proportion who feel that men should advise women in Afghanistan are far higher than we
have found in the other Asian countries (Indonesia, Cambodia and East Timor) where we
have conducted similar surveys."

There was a large degree of agreement among women and men on these issues. Some 88%
of men and 85% of women agreed that women will need their husband’s permission to vote.
Similarly, over four-fifths (85%) of the men said they think that women will need their
advice to decide their vote. So do more than two-thirds (69%) of the women, although a
significant proportion (31%) said they would decide for themselves without advice from
their male family members. While women’s agreement may reflect pragmatism rather than
principle, it remains a striking fact that underlines the reality of men’s influence over whether
and how women will be able to participate in the elections.

Do you think women need to ask their husband’s If women vote, do you think that women should
permission to vote in the elections, or do you think decide for themselves or should they receive advice
they do not need to ask permission to vote? from men?
100%- 87% 100%-
72%
80%1 80%-
60%11 60%-
40%1 40%; 21%
20%11 5% 3% 20%1 %
0% 0%
Ask Don't need Don't know Decide for Men should Don't know
permission permission themselves advise

11 Data for Indonesia can be found in Democracy in Indonesia: A Survey of the Indonesian Electorate in 2003, (Jakarta,
The Asia Foundation: 2003); Cambodian data in Democracy in Cambodia 2003 (Phnom Penh, The Asia
Foundation: 2003); also see East Timor National Survey of 1 oter Knowledge (Dili, The Asia Foundation: 2001).
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Women’s Political Participation

Our findings suggest that most women will be allowed to vote, but that a significant minority
may not be, particularly in certain regions.

Almost one-fifth (18%) of the men interviewed said they would not allow their wives to
vote. However, twice as large a proportion of women (35%) either thought they would not
get permission from their husband or family head to vote, or did not know if they would get
such permission. The women who did not know whether their male family members would
let them vote came from the same regions and social groups as the men who indicated a
reluctance to do so.

The true percentage of men reluctant to let women vote may lie somewhere between these
two figures. Some men who do not intend to let their wives vote may be reluctant to admit
as much, while some wives who think their husbands will not let them vote may be
mistaken.

The strongest influence on men’s willingness to let their wives vote is whether they
themselves intend to do so. Two-thirds (67%) of the fairly small minority of men who said
that they do not intend to vote also said they would not let their wives vote. One in nine
(11%) of the large majority of men who said that they do intend to vote said that they would
not allow their wives to vote.

The proportions of men who do not intend to let their wives vote was highest in the two
regions where the political mood is generally negative, the Northwest (32%) and the South
(24%). However, the proportion unwilling to do so remained significant elsewhere, ranging
from 16% to 18% in the North, Northeast, East, and Center. Only in the Center-East was
the proportion of men unwilling to let their wives vote less than one in ten (9%).
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Reluctance to let women vote was above average among rural men (21%), those with less
than primary education (30%) and Shia men (29%). On the other hand, there was almost no
relationship between different ethnicity’s willingness to let women vote: the proportions of
reluctant men among Pashtuns, Tadjiks, Uzbeks, and Hazaras were similar.

Do you think that your husband/male elder Do you think you would give your wife (If not
would give you permission to vote if you ask? married: your future wife) permission to vote if
(0. 94. Base 404) she asks? (Q. 95. Base 400)
100%-
° 100%:
80% 80%
T 64% 80%1
60%1 60%-
40%1] 40%+
20% 18%
20%1 o 20%+H
0% - 0% . .
Yes No Don’'t know Yes No Don't know

Arguments for Women Voting

In order to see how voter education might approach the issue of persuading men to let
women vote, interviewers tested a set of seven possible messages that might be used in favor
of women voting.

The strongest arguments on why women should vote in the elections among men who
initially would not allow their wives to vote were:

* TIslamic scholars have said women should vote (57% agree, 26% agree strongly'?)

= FEveryone must vote for themselves (53% agree, 23% strongly)

=  Women are allowed to vote in Islamic democracies (52% agree, 22% strongly)

* If women in your community don’t vote, it loses half its votes (52% agree, 14%
strongly).

*  Women will vote separately from men (46% agree, 25% strongly)

One theme running through these arguments has to do with Islamic concerns: Islamic
scholars rejecting religious objections to the vote and the practice of women voting in

12'This indicated the agreement of ‘reluctant men’ with the statement.
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Islamic democracies.” A second involves the mechanics of women voting; women will vote
separately, but they must vote for themselves — their husbands cannot vote for them.

Agreement with the following statements among men who said they would not let
their wives vote or were not sure if they would (Q. 98- 104)

Many Islamic scholars have approved that women have the right to

0, 0,
vote. So women should be allowed to vote. 57% 26%

In the election, everyone must vote for themselves. Men cannot vote in

0, 0,
place of women. Women must vote for themselves. 53% 23%

Women are allowed to vote in Islamic democracies like Pakistan,
Iran, Egypt, Bangladesh, Malaysia and Indonesia and so they should 52% 22%
vote in Afghanistan too.

If the women in your community don’t vote, your community loses half
its votes, and your candidate may lose the election because of that. 52% 14%
So women should vote.

Women will vote separately from men. They will not mix. So they

0, 0,
should be allowed to vote. 46% 25%

13 While people may argue whether some of the countries referred to in the message, such as Iran, Pakistan,
and Egypt really are democracies, previous research has shown that Afghans regard them as such. See “A
Society in Transition, Focus Group Discussions in Afghanistan,” Focus Group Report, National Democratic
Institute for International Affairs, 2003, p.18
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Impact of Arguments for Women Voting

Roughly one-third of the men who were initially unwilling to allow their wives to vote said
they had changed their mind on whether or not they would let their wives vote after hearing
these arguments.

The majority of the men (56%) who continued to refuse permission for their wives to vote
after hearing these messages did not, in fact, plan to vote in the elections themselves.

Do you think you would give your wife permission to vote if she asks?
(Before and after voter education) (Q. 95/105, Base 400)

100%-
85%
80% >
80%-
60%-1
40%-1
20%-1 18%
o
12%
0,
1% 2%
0%+ . . >
Would give permission Would not give permission Don't know
B Before Voter Education O After Voter Education
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Voter Education for Women

The overwhelming majority (79%) of Afghans interviewed supported women attending
voter education programs conducted separately from those for men. There is approval by
the vast majority of men (87%) for separate women’s voter education programs, and a still
large but slightly smaller majority of women (74%) favors the same. (Some 5% of women
volunteered a preference for programs bringing the sexes together, which none of the male
respondents did.)

The principal determinant of whether men favor voter education for women is whether they
would allow women in their families to vote. Of those who would do so, 97% would let
women participate in voter education programs; of those men would not let women vote,
only 41% would let women attend voter education. Similarly, the strongest influence on
women’s support for female participation in voter education was whether they expect the
men in their families to let them vote. Among those women who think their men will do so,
87% favored women’s involvement in voter education programs, while among those who
did not think they will be allowed to vote, only 49% would do so.

Not surprisingly, then, support for women’s voter education ran along the same lines as
support for women voting, running stronger among urban and better educated citizens, and
outside the South, Northwest, and East.

Thus, from the viewpoint of voter education planning, it appears that if men can be
persuaded to let women vote, they will also let them participate in voter education. This not
only heightens the importance of such persuasion, it increases its urgency. Messages in favor
of women’s voting should begin early enough so that women will be permitted to register
and receive voter education, not just to vote on Election Day.

If there are separate educational programs for men and women, should women
participate in programs to learn about the elections? (Q. 97, Base 804)

100%
80% 9%

(1)
60%
40%

20% 12%

6% ”
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Yes No Participate Don't Know

together with men
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CHAPTER 5:
CIVIC EDUCATION NEEDS

Characteristics of a Democratic Country

A clear majority of Afghans could offer an idea of what democracy means when asked.
More than three of every five respondents (64%) were able, unaided, to name at least one
characteristic of a democratic country. This is one of the highest proportions able to do so
that we have found in the voter education studies we have conducted in other Asian
countries'.

The most frequent associations of democracy among Afghans related to political rights.
Above all, they referred to freedom, mentioned by 39%, followed by rights and the rule of
law (21%), a government of the people (20%), women’s rights (12%), and Islamic democracy
(8%). Examples of their comments include:

“It will bring me freedom of speech, so I can defend my rights.”
“In democracy I can defend my rights.”
Freedom should be given to women according to the Islamic framework.”

“I want to be free in my religion.”

If a country is called a democracy, what does that mean to you? Anything else? (Q. 73)

¢ Don’t Know / No Response: 36%

¢ Political Rights: 58%
—  “Freedom”: 39%
— “Rights and law”, 21%
— “Government of the people”, 20%
—  “Women’s rights”, 11%
—  “Islamic democracy”, 8%
— Elections: 4%
— Communism: 1%

s Peace, Stability, Security: 20%

b Economic Gains: 8%

14 Comparable figures include 39% able to name at least one characteristic of a democratic country prior to
Indonesia’s first democratic election, 55% in Cambodia before the 2002 local government elections there, and
63% in East Timor before its first election in 2001, the only one of the three countries where the proportion
able to do so equals that in Afghanistan. See Democracy in Indonesia, op. cit. (p.113), Democracy in Cambodia 2003
(The Asia Foundation, Phnom Penh, p.69), and East Timor National Survey of 1 oter Knowledge (The Asia
Foundation, Dili, p.30).
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Only 4% explicitly mentioned elections as part of democracy, as in other countries where we
have polled prior to founding elections, although some may have regarded voting as part of
a government of the people.

After political rights, peace and stability were the characteristics most strongly associated
with democratic countries by Afghan citizens, with 20% of respondents mentioning them.
Next came economic prosperity, cited by 8%. Although a few Afghans associated
democracy with communism, reflecting the harsh memories of communist rule under the
People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan in the 1980s, they number only 1% of Afghans
interviewed.

Fairly similar responses were given by citizens in all seven regions, including the South and
Northwest. Freedom was the most frequent association with democracy in all regions and
differences in the frequency of other responses statistically insignificant. The same is true
for differences among ethnic groups. Surprisingly, there were few differences on the
meaning of democracy among those favorable and unfavorable to the Taliban.

Nonetheless, more than one-third of our respondents (37%) could not specify any
characteristics of a democracy. There is a significant gender gap here, with women (45%),
especially rural women (51%), the least likely to have any idea of the meaning of democracy.
The same is true of respondents who did not receive a primary education (66%) and those
still not aware (73%) of the forthcoming elections. These are also the groups hard to reach
through the media: 67% of those who do not listen to the radio and 43% without television
could not suggest a meaning for democracy.

There was evidence of regional differences in the ability to suggest a meaning for democracy.
Respondents in the South (50%), East (48%) and Central (47%) regions were less likely to
suggest a meaning for democracy than those elsewhere. The respondents in the rural areas
were more likely to have no response (40%) than those in urban areas (24%).

It may seem startling that a relatively high proportion of the respondents had a clear
conception of democracy, considering the low level of literacy in the country and the
disruptive decades of conflict it has experienced. However, despite the high illiteracy rate
among Afghans, most are still exposed to news about developments in the world outside
through radio and television (see Chapter Six).
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Personal Consequences of Democracy

Some 63% of Afghans also offered an idea of what democracy might mean to them. When
asked what democracy might bring to them personally, the most frequent answers by far
referred to political rights: Freedom (mentioned by 30%), rights and law (the hope of 24%),
women’s rights (16%), government of the people (14%), Islamic democracy (11%), and
elections (5%). Some thoughts that respondents expressed include:

= “It can give me the freedom of speech and beliefs.”
= “I want the freedom of speech, beliefs and justice.”
= “We want freedom in the framework of Islam.”

= “I want to take part in the election.”

After political rights, the next most common personal association with democracy was peace
(27%), a hope for peaceable resolution to the conflicts that have divided the country for
decades. The third major hope, voiced by 16%, was that democracy will provide prosperity.
But it is noteworthy that this proportion was the smallest of the major hopes for democracy,
consistent with the awareness of the severity of Afghanistan’s economic and infrastructure
issues revealed by other questions in the survey."

Compared to our findings regarding the meaning of democracy in the abstract, views of
more personal gains from democracy, both for men and women, were skewed in favor of
rights and law, peace, and prosperity, aspects that people might experience directly in their
lives and that contrast most explicitly with the anarchy, war, and poverty that have been their
lot in recent decades. Freedom, though also the top association on this question, was
mentioned a bit less often at the personal level than at the national level.

Within the general pattern there were some gender differences. Women (24%), particularly
women with post-primary education suggested that democracy would bring them ‘women’s
rights’ (36%). Men (24%), and especially post-primary educated men (36%), focused more
on prosperity as a possible outcome of democracy. Men in general were most likely to see
freedom as the principal consequence to them of democracy, while women cited peace as
well as women’s rights more often than freedom.

The proportion of Afghans unable to suggest anything at all that democracy might
personally offer them (37%) was similar to that unable to suggest any characteristics of a
democratic country and drawn from the same social groups. These citizens are prime targets
for civic education.

15 In Indonesia and East Timor, the proportions who expected that democracy would bring prospetity were
much higher than is now the case in Afghanistan, while those focused on political rights were fewer in number.
See Democracy in Indonesia, op. cit. (p.114), and East Timor National Survey of 1 oter Knowledge, op cit. (p. 33).
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What, if anything, is the most important thing that a democracy
in Afghanistan will bring you personally? Anything else? (Q. 74)

. Don’t Know / No Response: 37%
. Political Rights: 53%
—  “Freedom,” 30%
—  Rights and law: 24%
—  Women’s rights: 16%
— Government of the people : 14%
—  Islamic Democracy: 11%
—  Elections: 5%
—  Communism: 1%
. Peace, Stability, Security: 27%
. Economic Gains: 16%

Democratic Values

The findings of our survey indicate a very broad consensus among Afghans regarding four
basic democratic values, with each of which 75% or more agree. These include equal rights
for all of any gender, tribe, or religion, supported by 89%, accountability of political
leadership to the people (88%), the involvement of political parties in peaceable politics
(80%), and peaceable opposition to government (78%). Particularly noteworthy about our
findings is the large proportions who agree strongly with these values: around seven in ten
for equality of rights and accountability, and roughly half for the two other items.

However, while the consensus is nearly universal on the issues relating to the most
fundamental characteristics of democracy, i.e. equal rights under the law and governments’
accountability to the people, the respondents in our survey are less familiar with the roles
and procedures of democratic processes of governance. Women, particularly rural women
and those with less than a primary education are likelier to have no opinion (25-30%) about
peaceful opposition and the involvement of political parties in politics. Similarly, there are
also regional differences — respondents from the Central (31%), Northwest (28%) and South
(25%) are less likely to have an opinion on whether or not the government should also
include peaceful opposition, as compared to the others. The same is true among
respondents who are not familiar with any of the characteristics of a democratic country (of
whom roughly 40% have no opinion).
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Women as a group tend to be more wary of violence, while the regions with higher degrees
of uncertainty include those which have experienced particularly intense repression (the
heavily Shia Center under the Sunni Taliban) or currently have high levels of insecurity and
conflict (the South and Northwest). Most of these groups are also less likely to have
articulated any conception of the meaning of democracy on the previous questions.

(Q. 78-82)

Everyone should have equal rights under the law, regardless of their

. . . 89% 71%
gender, ethnicity or religion
If political leaders do not listen to criticism from the people, they o o

. i, 88% 69%

should lose their positions.
!n Afghan.lstan,. |_t is good for political parties to be peacefully 80% 51%
involved in politics.
Itis a g_cfod thing that the government should allow peaceful 78% 47%
opposition.

58



Religious and Political Leadership

Some 78% of Afghans agree that religious authorities should lead people in obeying the
obligations of their faith while political leaders should make decisions about how the
government is run. This includes 46% who agree strongly. Only 12% disagree with these
views.

However, although most agree with the separation of religious and political leadership,
differences on this issue among Afghan citizens are sharper than those regarding the
democratic values cited above. Despite the acceptance of this principle by a large majority at
the national level, it receives less support in the South (56%) and Northwest (48%), the two
most troubled regions, though even there it does enjoy majority or plurality support.

Religious authorities should lead people in obeying the obligations of their faith while
political leaders should make decisions about how the government is run.

100%-

8%

Agree: 78% Disagree: 12%

W Strongly @ Somewhat
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Compromise with Minorities

The respondents in our survey were split on whether compromise with minority groups to
build consensus should take precedence over majority rule when decisions are made. While
44% favored efforts to achieve as much compromise as possible between majority and
minority, almost as many (43%) did not agree there should be a compromise between the
minority groups and the ruling majority. Men (56%) appeared more in favor of compromise
as compared to women (33%), and those respondents who are literate (49%) were marginally
more open to compromise with minority groups than were illiterate Afghans (39%).

There were some regional differences with respondents from the East (57%), Central East
(55%) and Central (54%) more likely to favor compromise compared to the North East
(37%), South (35%) and North West (27%). There were no significant differences among
the major ethnic groups in their attitudes to compromise.

Some people say: “Decisions should be made based on what the majority wants, even if the minority
disagrees.” Others say: “It is more important to get as much agreement as possible between the minority
and majority, even if the majority must compromise.” Which is closer to your view? (Q. 83)

60%

44%
43%

13%

There should be What majority wants Don’t know
compromise
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Islam and Democracy

The Afghans interviewed were divided on the issue of the compatibility of western notions
of democratic freedom with Islamic values. While 52% said that democracy does not pose a
challenge to Islamic values by bringing freedom and Westernization, a substantial group
(40%) responded that they “do not know.” However, only 9% of those surveyed said that
that democracy and Islam are incompatible .

Uncertainty about whether democracy and Islam are compatible was highest amongst rural
Afghan respondents, especially rural women (54% had no opinion), and people without a
primary education (59%). It was even higher among those who do not listen regularly to the
radio (75%). Afghans who could not suggest a single meaning for democracy were also
among the most likely to be uncertain that Islam can be reconciled with democracy (78%) —
not surprisingly, since they tend be the same groups.

There were also regional variances in these responses. Those in the East (67%), Central
(48%) and Southern (41%) regions were likelier to be undecided. There were also significant
minorities in two regions, the Northwest (30%) and South (17%), who think that democracy
does pose a challenge to Islamic values.

Some people say: “Democracy will bring Westernization and too much freedom and challenge
Islamic values.” Other people say: “An Islamic country can be democratic without becoming too
Western. It can still keep its Islamic values” Which is closer to your view? (Q.84)

60%
40%
40% s
20%-
9%
%
Democracy challenges Islam can be Don’t know
Islamic values democratic
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Political Tolerance

Although many of Afghans interviewed accepted the values of democracy, political tolerance
was generally quite low amongst our respondents. Fewer than one-third of Afghans polled
(30%) thought that all political parties, including unpopular ones, should be allowed to hold
public meetings in their communities, while almost half (47%) would bar such groups. While
respondents exhibited somewhat stronger loyalties to their friends than to abstract
democratic principles, only half (49%) of Afghan citizens said they would accept a friend
who supported a party they did not like. Almost one quarter (23%) would end the
friendship in that case, while a slightly larger proportion (28%) was unsure what they would
do.

Tolerance on both issues was highest among younger urban men, students, and secondary-
educated women. Uncertainty about tolerance was highest among women, particularly those
with less than primary education and housewives, and among those who do not listen to
radio. Intolerance was highest among men over 35, perhaps a result or their being involved
in or affected by decades of conflict.

There was not much relationship between tolerance of groups and individuals with opposing
political views, and acceptance of the democratic principles noted above. In the Afghan
context, the lack of political tolerance appears to be an indication of fear of violence.

The Northeast was the only region where the majority would let unpopular parties hold

public meetings in their communities. (Some 67% of respondents in the Northeast said that
they would allow unpopular parties to meet.)

Political Tolerance

Do you think that all political parties, even the ones Suppose, a friend of yours supported a party
most people do not like, should be allowed to hold you don’t like. Would you accept that, or
meetings in your area? would it end your friendship? (Q. 75/76)
60%
° 60%
47% 49%
o/
L (- 0%
28%
23% 23%
o/ L1
20% 20%11
0% r r 0%
[ /0
Yes No Don’t know Would accept End Don't know
it friendship
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Political Tolerance: The Taliban

The majority of Afghans surveyed said they are willing to reintegrate ex-Taliban into their
country’s political life, forgiving the past mistakes and chaotic rule of the Taliban regime. In
fact, three in five Afghans (59%) think that the Taliban should be allowed to participate in
the forthcoming elections if they were to lay down their arms. Only one-fourth of the
respondents in our survey were opposed to this idea.

Support for the reintegration of the Taliban was strongest among men, particularly those
over 35. (This is further evidence suggesting that their intolerance reflects fears of more
conflicts like those they had experienced, rather than adherence to an intolerant ideology.) It
was also stronger among those with post-primary education. It enjoys a solid majority in all
regions except the Northwest and North, where the population was fairly evenly split on the
issue.

Political Tolerance: Taliban

If members of the Taliban lay down their weapons, do you think they should or should
not be allowed to stand in the elections? (Q. 77)

80%

59%

60%

40%

20%

Should be allowed Should not be allowed Don't know
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Political Efficacy

The Afghans we interviewed feel little sense of political efficacy. Only around one-third of
our respondents stated that that they might have any influence over government decisions,
and only one in eight thought they had a lot of influence.

There were regional and ethnic differences on these issues. Respondents from the
Northeast (58%) and Central East (60%) felt most influential in matters of governance.
Interestingly, those of Tadjik ethnicity were roughly twice as likely to feel empowered (46%)
as Pashtuns (23%) or Uzbeks (25%), perhaps due to a proportionately large number of
Tadjiks currently in power in the transitional government. Urban dwellers were
considerably likelier to feel influential than those in rural areas, 45% to 29%. Similarly, only
19% of illiterates and 17% of radio non-listeners felt they have influence, compared to 41%
of the literate and 38% of radio listeners. While those with primary schooling or less were
the educational group least likely to feel empowered (25%), students felt highly-empowered
(59% think they have influence over government). Surprisingly given the status of women in
general in Afghanistan, several groups of women were also likely to feel they have influence,
including those with secondary education (61%) and urban women (57%).

Other groups who perceive themselves as influential were those who were favorable to the
Transitional Government (45%), who reported feeling more prosperous since the Taliban’s
fall, (73% of whom consider themselves influential), who displayed a high level of political
tolerance (also 73%), or who stated that they are interested in politics (54%). Thus region,
ethnicity, urbanization, access to education and media, gender, and political attitudes all
influence levels of political efficacy among Afghans. Nevertheless, the overall level of
efficacy remains low.

How much influence do you think someone like you can have over government
decisions — a lot, some, very little, or none at all? (Q. 85)

60%

40%-
21%

20%1
12%

0% :
A lot/some: 33% Not much/ none: 45%

B A /ot, none E Some, not much
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Political Alienation

Despite their overall satisfaction with their current government and leaders, the Afghans
interviewed still reported feeling extremely disconnected from their leaders. Almost six
citizens in ten (58%) did not feel the government cares about what people like them think
and another 30% did not know. A mere 11% said the government does care about what
they think — an extremely low percentage.

Those regions reporting the greatest political alienation are the Northeast (where 71% say
government doesn’t care), Northwest (74%) and Central East/Kabul (76%). The more
educated citizens were, the more they were likely to feel the government does not care about
them or their concerns. The sense of alienation among the educated — usually the group
that feels most empowered in a democracy — may reflect the degree to which the country has
witnessed the displacement of education as a qualification for power by weaponry.

The high level of political alienation is an indication of how much work needs to be done to
re-establish two-way communication and trust between leaders and the governed after three
decades of bitter conflict in Afghanistan.

Some people say, 1 dont think that the government cares much about what people like
me think.” Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Strongly, or somewhat?(Q.34)

80%-

Agree: 58% Disagree: 11% Don’'t know

H Strongly B Somewhat
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Political Discussion and Interest

It is also clear from the survey that few Afghans (16%) often discuss politics with their
friends. Some 84% said they rarely or never discuss politics with them. In this respect, the
Afghan citizenry presents a challenge for civic education planning, since everyday life for
citizens seems to be marked by the absence of any significant public sphere for political
discussion and hence an unusual disengagement, or disconnect, from political matters.

It is clear that political voice in Afghanistan is demarcated along the lines of gender,
education, and income. One man in four said that he talks about politics regularly (“often”
or “almost all the time,” compared to just one woman in twelve. The secondary-educated
were more than three times as likely to talk about politics regularly as those with less
schooling. The effects of gender and schooling cumulate: some 40% of secondary-educated
men talk about politics, along with 16% of secondary-educated women. Likewise, those
with incomes above Af20,000 per year were three times as likely (24%) to often discuss
politics as those with incomes under Af12,000.

It is also noteworthy that, although a strongest determinant of political discussion is interest
in politics, the effects of this factor are surprisingly limited. While a mere 2% of those
uninterested in politics regularly discuss it, 44% of those who said they are interested do not
regularly discuss politics.

Given the regional differences on many other political attitudes, it is striking that there are
few in this area: in every region only a small minority of the citizens reported that they
engage in political debate. The same was true for every ethnic group. This is
understandable, given the fact that the ordinary citizens of Afghanistan have known fear and
repression rather than democracy and free expression for decades. However, a situation in
which there is an extremely narrow public sphere of political discussion renders difficult the
development of critical political engagement among the underprivileged majority of potential
citizens prior to the upcoming elections.

On the other hand, the limited degree of political discussion among Afghans currently
should not be seen as indicative of a corresponding degree of apathy regarding politics or a
disinterest in the upcoming elections. The level of interest in politics (33%) was roughly
twice that of political discussion, and 7% claimed to be very interested in politics. Some
53% said they are not interested in politics, although for many this may reflect negative
associations with the connotations of “politics” rather than disinterest in the elections (see
the next section).

Not surprisingly, interest in politics is shaped by the same factors that influence political
discussion: gender, education, and income. Almost half of the Afghan men surveyed (45%)
said they are interested in politics, compared to only half as many women (23%). The
proportion interested in politics jumps from 15% among those with less than primary school
to 41% among the primary educated and 57% among Afghans who went to secondary
school. Upper income Afghans were also more interested in politics: among those whose
family incomes are over Af20,000, 45%, are interested in politics, almost twice the
proportion among those with incomes under Af12,000 (25%). Disadvantaged groups in
Afghanistan not only talk less about politics — they are less interested in it as well.
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Perceptions of political efficacy have a strong effect on interest in politics. Among those
who think they have a lot or some influence over government, 55% said they are interested
in politics, while among those who don’t, only 25% said they are interested in politics

This survey also found a correlation between interest in politics and access to media.
Afghans who can read were almost five times likelier to be interested in politics than those
who cannot (52% vs. 11%). Among those who listen regularly to radio, 42% were
interested, more than four times the level of interest among those who do not (9%). Those
who watch TV regularly were also more likely than those who do not to display interest in
politics, by a margin of 41% to 30%.

There are modest regional differences in citizens’ level of political interest. Afghans in the
North (44%) and Northeast (56%) regions were more interested in politics than those in the
five other regions, where interest levels range from 20% to 37%.

How interested are you in politics? Very interested,

How often do you discuss politics with friends?
Almost all the time, often, not very often, or almost

somewhat interested, not very interested or not

interested at all?

Interested: 34%

Not interested: 53%

B Very

@ Somewhat
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never? (Q. 86/87)
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Interest in Political Information

Despite the low levels of political interest and discussion voiced by Afghan citizens, there
was a widespread popular demand for opportunities to learn about the contestants in the
upcoming election and to discuss issues of common concern. Six in ten respondents were
interested in either attending a meeting with political candidates or listening to a broadcast of
candidates being questioned. Three out of five Afghan women (62%), said that they would
be interested in attending meetings with other women in their areas to discuss the problems
they face as women.

Majorities of urban and rural citizens stated that they are interested in chances to compare
candidates via meetings (including 70% of urbanites, 57% of rural people) or broadcasts
(69% of town dwellers, 55% of rural people). The principal exceptions on these questions
were older rural women and women with less than primary education, of whom only about
four in ten expressed interest in either option. However, interest among women in engaging
with women’s problems at the community level was very broad, even among older rural
women (63%) as well as those without primary education (61%).

There were few differences among the regions in interest and in access to these types of
political forums, although residents of the Central and Southern regions were somewhat less
interested in candidate meetings or broadcasts.

Please tell me how interested you would be in following ideas. (Q. 88-89)

Listening to a radio broadcast of ordinary people asking questions to candidates
of the different parties during the election campaign.

26% 32%

Attending a meeting in your area where candidates from the different parties are present
and ordinary people ask them questions.

28% 31%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%

B Very Interested @ Somewhat Interested
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CHAPTER 6:
INFORMATION SOURCES, MEDIA USE AND LANGUAGE

Information Sources: National Events

Radio emerges clearly in the survey as the main source of information for Afghans on
national affairs. Three in five (60%) reported that they rely on radio as their primary source
of information regarding current events and news of national importance. Word-of-mouth,
Le. friends and neighbors, comes next, mentioned by one in six (16%). TV is the third major
source of information, cited by one in eight (12%). Village chiefs were the last major news
source, though just 5% rely on them regarding affairs outside the village. (Newspapers are
mentioned as a source of information by just 2%).

Although radio is the main news source for both sexes, men (75%) rely on it more often
than do women (45%). On the other hand, women are more likely than men to rely on
news via word of mouth (20% for women, 11% for men) and TV (18% and 8%

respectively).

The literate are almost twice as likely as the illiterate to get their news from the radio (71%
vs. 45%) and twice as likely to do so from TV (16% vs. 8%).

Among rural and urban respondents, there was virtually no difference in reliance on radio.
City dwellers were somewhat more likely than rural inhabitants to watch TV, most likely
because television stations do not reach far outside the urban areas. Regional differences in
the proportions who make up the radio and TV news audiences were also small, except in
the Northeast. This is the one region where a minority (46%) relies on the radio for news
and an equally large proportion gets its news from the TV (more than three times the
proportion who do so in any other region).
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Those who do not listen regularly to the radio overwhelmingly rely on friends and family for
national news (57%), followed by village chiefs or elders (15%). Oral sources and local
social networks and institutions are most effective methods to reach them.

Which is the main source from where you normally get information
about what is happening in the country? (Q.23)

80%
60% 60%
A
40%
20% 16%
12%
0% , — B BN
Radio Family/friends TV Village chief Other
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Information Sources: Local Events

Given the near-absence of local-level mass media in most Afghan communities, word-of-
mouth is the universal source of information for local events. Local information sources
include neighbors (39%), friends (17%), village chiefs (14%), co-workers (11%), mullahs
(6%), and shopkeepers (6%). Women said they depend above all on neighbors for news on
local events (54% rely on them), while men reported relying more or less equally on friends
(23%), neighbors (22%), and the local authority in the village (18%). With modest
variations, these patterns prevailed in every region of the country.

If you wanted to find out about something important happening in your community,
who, outside your family, would you want to tell you? (Q. 24)

60%
a0%—33%
20% 1%
14%
- 1%
. . 6% o
Neighbors Friend Village chief Co-workers Mullah Shopkeepers

Preferred Information Sources: Election Procedures

Radio emerged as the most widely preferred source among Afghans for information about
election procedures, cited by 72%. After radio came village chiefs and community leaders,
mentioned by 33%, and TV, mentioned by 28%. Other desired election information sources
included newspapers (20%), posters (15%), religious leaders (13%), Constitutional Loya Jirga
delegates (12%), and public meetings (10%). No other information source was suggested by
10% or more.

The overwhelming preference for radio was evident in every region. Community leaders
were the second preferred source for elections information in all but two regions, the
Northwest and the Northeast, where TV was preferred to community leaders. Village chiefs
and local authority figures seemed strongest in the Central, North and East regions (where
they were accepted as election information sources by 56%, 56%, and 45% respectively)
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whereas religious authorities had significant appeal among residents of the Center (42%) and
North (26%). Two-fifths of the respondents from the Central province say they prefer to
get election related information from their CLJ delegates, as do a fourth in the north and a
fifth in the Northeast. In no other region are CLJ figures mentioned by more than 7%.
Radio and TV were more likely to be cited by city dwellers, while village chiefs, posters, and
religious leaders were mentioned more often by those in rural areas.

Among Afghans who said that they do not regularly listen to the radio, the preferred sources
of election information were village chiefs or community leaders (63%) and religious leaders
(29%). After these sources, there were almost equal rankings for CLJ delegates (18%),
public meetings (17%), and posters (17%). Among the illiterate Afghans surveyed, after
radio, mentioned by just 50%, information preferences were similar, with village chiefs cited
by 49%, religious leaders by 18%, posters by 16%, CLJ delegates by 15%, TV by 13%, and
public meetings by 11%.

Now I am going to read you some information sources. For each, tell me if you would like to
get information about how to register and vote in elections from that source. (Q. 57)
(Sources mentioned by 10% or more)

Radio 72%
Village chief/Community leader 33%
TV 28%
Newspapers 20%
Posters w/ pictures 15%
Religious leader 13%
Delegates from your area who attended the Constitutional Loya Jirga 12%
A public meeting 10%
Other 15%
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Preferred Radio Formats for Voter Education

The Afghans interviewed prefer news features or documentaries (mentioned by 63% of
those who said they wanted election information from the radio) for information about the
elections process. Two other formats were also broadly popular: one minute spots
(accepted by 51%) and radio dramas (49%). On the other hand, talk shows with interviews
were desired by barely one in five (22%).

On the radio, which of the following ways would you like to receive
information about the election process? (Q 58, Base 576)

News features or documentaries 63%
Short one minute announcements 51%
Radio dramas 49%
Talk shows with interviews and discussions 22%
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Radio Exposure

Most Afghans — 72% -- said that they listen regularly to the radio. This includes 56% who
reported listening every day or almost every day and 16% more who listen three or four days
a week. Thus, it is apparent from our survey that radio is the single most important medium
to reach Afghan men and women.

Although women’s listenership is somewhat lower than men’s, radio regularly reaches large
majorities of both sexes, including 82% of men and 62% of women. There is little
difference in listenership by income. However, radio listening is tied to education and
literacy: 90% of the secondary educated listen regularly, compared to only 56% of those
who did not finish primary school. So do 88% of the literate but just 50% of the illiterate.

Geographically, the overall reach of radio is almost as high in the rural areas (70%) as in the
towns (79%), reflecting the prevalence of long-range shortwave and foreign broadcasters on
the Afghan airwaves. More than three-fifths of the residents of every region are regular
listeners, except in the Center, where only 48% fall into this category.

However, there are some specific groups among the citizenry where substantial proportions
(two-fifths or more) are not regular radio listeners. These include rural women (40% do not
listen regularly), illiterates (49%), women with primary education or less (46%), housewives
(45%), residents of the Center (52%), Hazaras (45%), and Uzbeks (43%). For members of
these groups, in-person efforts would be an important part of any voter education campaign.
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Time of Radio Listening

Based on our interviews, Afghan radio listenership is concentrated in a few specific times of day.
Peak listening hours are from 5 pm to 9 pm, when 43% of radio listeners say they most often tune
in. Next come the early morning hours, 5 am to 8§ am, when 25% listen, followed by the 8 am to
12 noon period, when 17% listen All told, some 88% of listeners tend to tune in during those 12
hours.

These three periods cover the vast bulk of radio listenership for both genders and all regions, with
modest differences in detail. Men are more likely to listen between 5 and 8 am (36%), women
between 8 am and 12 noon (29%). The East is the only region where the second-highest
listenership period runs from 12 noon to 5 pm and the Center-East is the only one where it occurs
in the 8 am — 12 noon time slot.

Time of Radio Listening

What time of day do you most often listen to the radio?
(Respondents who listen to the radio) (Q. 17)

80%:-

60%

43%

40%

20%

0%

5:00-8:00am 8:00-Noon Noon-5:00pm  5:00-9:00pm  9:00-11:00pm
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Radio Station Audiences

The largest reported audience shares in Afghanistan by far belonged to foreign stations
chiefly heard on shortwave, particularly those from the US and Britain. The BBC Farsi
service topped the list, with 20% of listeners saying it is the station they choose most often.'’
It was followed by Radio Azadi (America’s Radio Free Asia) Dari service, with 16%, BBC
Pashto service with 15% and Azadi Pashto with 10%, while the Voice of America Dari and
Pashto services got 6% and 4% shares respectively. This gives a total audience first choice
share of 70% to US and UK radio stations. A further 7% of Afghans listed other foreign
stations as their first choice, mainly neighboring Iranian, Pakistani, and Indian broadcasts.

Among local stations, Radio Afghanistan is the only one with a national presence, but its
first choice audience share is just 5%. (It was, however, the second choice of 13% of
respondents, giving it a respectable total audience share of 18%). The new Arman FM is so
popular in Kabul and its surrounds that it has a national audience share of 5%. Other local
radios collectively have a first choice audience share of 13%, giving Afghan radio stations a
total audience first choice share of 23%.

There are some important gender differences among the stations. Among foreign stations,
men were more likely than women to report listening to Radio Azadi and BBC Pashto, while
women are likelier to listen to BBC Farsi, and VOA had similar audience shares among both
sexes. Among local stations, the audience of Radio Afghanistan and Radio Arman was
largely female, while there was no clear pattern for other stations.

The proportions of target groups for voter education, civic education, and men reluctant to
let their wives vote who listen to the radio were slightly smaller than the normal audience
share for most of the stations. The main exceptions are the BBC Pashto service, whose
listeners were slightly likelier to belong to the target groups, and Azadi Pashto, where the
station attracted the same share of targets as of the general population.

The radio audience figures show clearly that the biggest role in any voter education campaign
must be played by US and UK radios, particularly BBC, Azadi, and VOA. However, local
radios have an important supplemental role to play, particularly with women voters.

16 Farsi, spoken in Iran, is very similar to and mutually understandable with Dari, spoken in Afghanistan.
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Station Listened to Most Often: Foreign Radios (Q. 15/16, Base 617)

BBC Farsi 20% 17% 14% 12%
Azadi-Dari 16% 13% 9% 13%
BBC Pashto 15% 19% 24% 27%
Azadi Pashto 10% 10% 10% 7%
VOA Dari 6% 4% 7% 0%
VOA Pashto 3% 3% 3% 2%
Total US/UK 70% 66% 67% 59%
Other Foreign Radio* 7% 7% 6% 13%

*Other foreign radio stations include VIR Iran, VIR Iran-Farsi, All India Radio-Dari,
Deutsche Welle-Pashto, Deutsche Welle-Dari, Radio Pakistan-Pashto.

Station Listened to Most Often: Local Radios (Q. 15/16, Base 617)

Radio Afghanistan 5% 5% 5% 3%
Arman FM 5% 6% 4% 0%
Other Local Radio* 13% 12% 9% 16%
Total Local Radio 23% 23% 18% 19%

*Other local radio stations include Radio Ghazni, Radio Herat, Radio Sharq, Radio
Nangarhar, Radio Balkh,Radio Kandahar, Radio Khost, and Killid FM.
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Radio Station Audiences by Region

The regional radio audience varied substantially by region with foreign stations in the top
position in every region except the Center. The stations with the highest first choice
listenership (at least 10%) in the regions were the following

North: BBC Farsi (34%), Azadi-Dari (32%).

Northeast: BBC Farsi 38%, Azadi-Pashto 25%, Azadi-Dari 20%.

East: Azadi Pashto 25%, Radio Nangarhar 14%, Radio Afghanistan 12%, Radio
Sharq 12%, BBC Pashto 10%.

Center-East: BBC Farsi 26%, Azadi-Dati 24%, Arman FM 20%.

Center: Radio Ghazni 29%, BBC Farsi 18%, Azadi-Dari 17%, Azadi-Pashto 11%.
South: BBC Pashto 42%, Azadi Pashto 15%.

Northwest: BBC Pashto 27%, VOA Pashto 24%, Radio Herat 20%, Azadi Pashto
13%.

Totals do not add to 100% because stations with first-choice audience shares of less than
10% and foreign stations other than US or UK stations have been omitted. Our analysis
here is focused on stations on which voter education material might be aired.

US/UK Radio: Station Listened to Most Often
(All stations with at least 5% in one region) (Q. 18)

BBC Farsi 34% 38% 3% 26% 18% 1% 8%
Azadi-Dari 32% 20% 7% 24% 17% 3% 3%
BBC Pashto 7% 3% 10% 5% 5% 42% 27%
Azadi Pashto 3% 1% 25% 7% 11% 15% 13%
VOA Dari 9% 25% 0% 1% 0% 0% 1%
VOA Pashto 2% 1% 5% 2% 2% 2% 24%

78



Local Radio: Station Listened to Most Often
(All stations with at least 5% in one region) (Q.15 base 617)

Radio Afghanistan 0% 2% 12% 6% 5% 7% 2%
Arman FM 0% 0% 0% 20% 0% 0% 0%
Radio Ghazni 0% 0% 0% 1% 29% 6% 0%
Radio Herat 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 20%
Radio Sharq 0% 1% 12% 0% 0% 3% 0%
Radio Nangarhar 0% 0% 14% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Radio Balkh 9% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
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Television Exposure

Compared to radio, television has a substantially smaller audience, regularly reaching just
over one-third of Afghans (36%). However, it is important to note that the coverage of
television is far more fragmented by geography, unlike the radio audience, which is more
evenly dispersed. This is because TV is carried by short range line-of-sight signals (except
for satellite TV broadcasts, which require expensive equipment to receive that few Afghans
possess). Above all, in Afghanistan, television is a medium of the cities. The majority of
urban residents surveyed (52%) reported watching TV three days a week or more, compared
to only 31% of those in rural areas.

There are also big regional differences in television coverage. The only region where TV
reaches the majority is the Northeast, where 71% claimed to watch regularly, almost twice
the national average. Some 44% reported watching regularly in the Northwest, as do one-
third in the Center-East, South, and North regions. The regular TV audience was very small
in the East (12%) and Center (9%).

Reflecting these regional patterns, the reach of television was higher among ethnic groups of
the North and Northeast (60% of Tadjiks reported watching regularly, as do 43% of
Uzbeks). This was in contrast to regular viewership of 33% among the Pashtuns, more
prevalent in the South, Northwest, and East, and 23% among Hazaras, concentrated in the
mountainous signal-poor Center.
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Women were somewhat likelier than men to report watching TV regularly: 39% of women
said that they watch at least three days a week, compared to 31% of men. TV is thus a
useful medium for voter education efforts to reach urban Afghans, especially urban women.
But it is important to remember that town dwellers make up just under one-quarter (23%) of
the predominantly rural country’s population.

TV Exposure

How many days a week do you watch TV, if any? (Q.18)

Every day/Almost every day 29% 27% 23% 15%
3-4 days a week 7% 5% 5% 5%
1-2 days a week 1% 1% 1% 0%
Less than once a week 5% 3% 3% 7%
Never 57% 62% 66% 68%
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Time of TV viewing

TV viewing in Afghanistan is an evening activity, reflecting the schedules of local
broadcasters. Almost three-fourths (74%) of all television viewers said that their viewing is
concentrated in the evening from 5pm to 9pm. Late night viewing was significant among our
respondents, with 21% watching from 9 pm to 11 pm. Viewership before 5 pm is marginal
and largely involves satellite TV.

Time of TV Viewing

What time of day do you watch TV?
(Respondents who watch TV) (Q.21)

80%- 74%

60%

40%-

21%
20%
2% 2% 2%
0 —SlE S , . ,
5:00-8:00am 8:00-Noon Noon-5:00pm 5:00-9:00pm 9:00-11:00pm
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Television Station Audiences

The most important fact about the TV audience in Afghanistan is the absence of a national
TV network. As a result, the regional fragmentation of signals is matched by the division of
viewers among regional stations in the different major towns, supplemented by foreign TV
in border areas and satellite TV for the few who can afford to receive it.

From a national standpoint, few stations have a substantial audience share. TV Afghanistan
received 26% audience share among our respondents, mostly in Kabul, followed by TV
Kandahar with 13%, Baghlan TV with 11%, and TV Herat with 8%. The proportions of
voter education targets who watch each station were similar to the national numbers.
Among civic education targets, TV Kandahar is the top station, reflecting their bias towards
the South. Among men reluctant to let their wives vote, the most watched stations are TV
Herat and Kandahar, but together those stations reach only just over one-third of them.

The most watched television stations varied in the different regions. Some regions have
more than one station, others only one that has a substantial audience share.

The top ranked Afghan TV stations were:

= North: TV Balkh — Mazar-i-Shrarif (37%), Aina TV-Jawazjan (22%), Zee TV (16%).

* Northeast: Baghlan TV (42%), Takhar TV (20%), TV Kunduz (17%), Badakhshan
TV (11%).

® East: Nangarhar TV (52%), TV Afghanistan-Kabul (9%0).

®  Central-East: TV Afghanistan-Kabul (91%)

= Central: Ghazni TV (100%)

= South: TV Kandahar (79%)

®  Northwest: TV Herat (55%).

Audiences do not total 100% for some regions because of the omission of foreign and

TV Station Audiences

Which TV station do you watch most often?
(Domestic TV Stations) (Q.20)

satellite channels.

TV Afghanistan-Kabul 26% 30% 13% 6%
TV Kandahar 13% 19% 32% 15%
TV Herat 8% 1% 3% 20%
Baghlan TV-Pulkhomri 11% 6% 10% 0%
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Women’s Voter Education Sites

There has been some concern that many Afghan women will not be able to receive voter
education because they cannot leave the house. To test this assumption, we asked Afghan
women how often they leave their homes to perform a variety of household activities.

The survey results show that most Afghan women (78%) leave their homes at least once a
month, and the bulk of these women reported leaving at least once a week for various
household activities. Only 22% of the women we surveyed can be considered housebound
on our measure, in the sense that they did not report leaving their home at least once a
month for any of these activities. (The true number of house-bound women is slightly
smaller, since about one in five of the women in this group say they work and one in ten says
they are a student.)

Interestingly, we found that urban and rural women were almost equally likely to be house-
bound. Their regional distribution varies greatly. House-bound women were heavily
concentrated in the Northeast, Northwest, and Center-East. They were relatively rare in the
South. Indeed, in ethnic terms, house-bound women were far more likely to be Tadjiks than
any other group, which helps explain their regional distribution. The house-bound were also
more likely to be Shia than Sunni.

Among women who reported leaving the house at least once monthly for household
activities, the principal reasons were visiting family (68%) or friends (65%), fetching wood or
water (49%) or going to a health clinic with their children (45%) or for themselves (40%).
Relatively few women reported going shopping (24%) or accompanying their children to
school (19%).

How often do you go out of your house for the following activities?
At least once a week, at least one a month, less than once a month, never?
(Q.22 base 404)

Visit neighbors 44% 13%
Household chores (fetch water, wood) 42% 44%
Visit family/ friends 26% 5%
Visit health clinic 9% 18%
Shopping 9% 61%
Take children to school 8% 71%
Take children to health clinic 34 7% 23%




Language

The principal languages spoken in Afghanistan are Dari and Pashto, although several
minority languages are spoken as well. Amongst the Afghans surveyed, slightly more are
native speakers of Dari (47%) than Pashto (44%), with 9% native speakers of other tongues
(principally Uzbek, 5%).

Understanding of both main languages was far higher among our respondents than the
proportions of the population who had each as their mother tongue, but literacy is far less
frequent than understanding. Dari is understood by 83% of the population, Pashto by 73%,
and other local tongues by 24%. However, Dari is read by only 58%, Pashto by 48%, and
other local languages by 4% of the population.

Some 35% of Afghan citizens we spoke with are illiterate. Illiteracy is more frequent among
women (43%) than men (27%) and in rural areas (38%) than towns (25%). It is most
frequent among women over 35 (53%). Regional illiteracy rates vary relatively little, ranging
from roughly 30% to 45%. However, there are some differences in literacy by ethnic group,
with illiteracy highest among Uzbeks (53%) and Pashtuns (40%) and lower among the
Hazara (30%) and Tadjiks (29%).

The preferred language for election-related information follows mother tongues faitly
closely, with Dari the choice of 49%, Pashto 44%, and other languages 4% (Uzbek 3% and
Noristaini 1%).

There are substantial regional differences in language preferences for election material. Of
the two main languages, Dari is preferred in the Northeast (78%, where 14% prefer Pashto),
Center-Fast (76%, 7% for Pashto), and North (66%, 14% for Pashto). Pashto is the
language of choice in the South (94%, 1% Dari) and East (76%, 7% want Dari). Preferences
are fairly evenly split in the Northwest (52% Pashto, 44% Dari) and Center (57% Dari, 42%
Pashto). Of the minority languages, Uzbeki is the preference of 17% in the North and 5%
in the Northeast, Noristani the choice of 5% in the East, Pashace the preference of 4% in
the Fast, and Turki is desired by 2% in the North and 1% in the Center-East.

Languages

Q.11,12,13,59
Dari 47% 36% 51% 49%
Pashto 44% 30% 43% 44%
All other local languages 9% 23% 4% 4%
Uzbeki 5% 10% 4% 3%
Turki 1% 2% 0% 0%
Pashaee 1% 0% 25% 0%
Noristani 1% 0% 0% 1%
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CONCLUSION

Messages and Target Groups

Based on the survey results, we believe there are three types of messages which election
education efforts need to communicate. These are voter education messages (explaining the
workings of the electoral process), civic education messages (democratic values and
principles), and messages on women’s participation (to encourage men to permit it). Each
of these message types will have its own specific content and target groups, outlined below.

o  Voter Education
There are two voter education messages with very broad applicability. These concern:

= Ballot secrecy: (“Everyone will mark their vote on a paper in private, fold it up, and
put it in a box, so no one will see for whom you vote. Your vote will be your
secret.”)

= Plans for monitoring the election: (“Groups of monitors independent of the parties
will observe every step of the elections and inform the people and authorities of any
cheating.”)

The survey found that public awareness on both these issues is quite low in Afghanistan:
only 24% are aware that the ballot will be secret and 40% that there are any plans for
monitors. However, our research showed that informing people about these points is the
key to building public confidence in the election process. Consequently, we recommend
targeting all voters for information on these issues.

A major secondary concern that affected up to one-quarter of the voters is fear that the
election will be compromised with vote buying. The principal groups who thought that
voters were or might be obligated to vote for parties who gave them money are:

= [lliterate Afghans
* Rural women over 35
= C(Citizens in the Northwest, South, and Central regions

Together these groups total around 63% of the electorate. They are the prime audience for
a specific campaign aimed at discouraging vote buying and intimidation of voters.
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o Ciic Education

Political tolerance is a major challenge throughout Afghanistan. The results of this survey
indicated that only 30% of Afghans would allow a political party they disliked to meet in
their areas and that only 49% would accept a friend who supported such a party. These
numbers are so low that they suggest that messages to promote partisan and inter-personal
political tolerance should be part of a national effort. Since intolerance appears to relate to
fears of violent conflict involving unpopular parties, not to the desire to impose a particular
ideology, messages in favor of inter-party tolerance should stress the ideas of peaceful
participation of all as the key to peaceable resolution of conflict.

While the basic democratic ideas of equal rights and public accountability of officials are
supported (at least in principle) by almost all Afghan citizens, many — some 20-30% are
unfamiliar with some of the basics of democracy and democratic procedures. In particular,
they are unfamiliar with:

* The meaning of the term “democracy”

® The role of political parties in democracy

= The importance of peaceful opposition

= The separation of religious and political leadership.

A targeted civic education campaign would explain the connection of democracy to
freedom, rights, and elections, the role of political parties and peaceful opposition in the
peaceful solution of problems, and the separate functional roles of religious and political
leaders.

The principal groups who were unfamiliar with these issues and thus should be targets of
such a campaign include:

= [lliterate Afghans
=  Rural women over 35

= (Citizens in the South

Together, these citizens make up 52% of the survey population.

o Messages on Women's Participation

Another important target group for voter education will be Afghan men who are reluctant to
let their wives or daughters vote. They make up at least 18% the male respondents by their
own avowal. The actual number may be as high as 35%, to judge by the proportion of
women who fear they will not be allowed to vote.

Among the men we found open to persuasion to let women vote, the most effective
arguments include:

®  Islamic authority: “Many Islamic scholars have approved that women have the right
to vote, so they should be allowed to vote.”
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= Separate voting for men and women: “Women will vote separately from men. They
will not mix. So they should be allowed to vote.”

* No proxy voting: “In the election, everyone must vote for themselves. Men cannot
vote in place of women. Women must vote for themselves.”

We also found two other effective messages: that women vote in other Islamic democracies,
such as Pakistan, Iran, Egypt, Bangladesh, Malaysian, and Indonesia, and that communities
where women do not vote will lose half their votes, which may make their candidates lose.

Men who are reluctant to let women vote tend to be:

= [lliterate Afghans
* From the South and Northwest regions.

Media and Formats

Radio should be the principal medium for voter education: it reaches the large majority of
Afghan adults, including those in our targeted groups above. Because foreign radios from
the US and UK (Azadi/Radio Free Asia, VOA, BBC) account for the bulk of listenership in
Afghanistan, putting voter education information on their airwaves will be crucial to the
success of voter education efforts. Afghan stations also have an important role to play in the
campaign, especially in efforts targeted on women and particular regions, and should be
involved as much as possible.

The preferred radio formats for election information are news features or documentaries,
one minute spots, and radio dramas. There is also strong interest in programs which allow
citizens to ask questions of candidates from different parties.

Afghan television can also provide a visual supplement to voter education efforts,
particularly in the towns and in regions targeted for campaigns. Posters are the other visual
medium which has wide acceptability. They will be important to convey visual messages,
especially to illiterates and in areas without television.

Among those who do not listen to the radio (including a large part of the illiterate
population), the preferred information sources include village chiefs and community leaders,
religious leaders, and Constitutional Loya Jirga delegates. Efforts should be made to involve
these local leaders in voter and civic education.

Although small proportions indicated an interest in public meetings as a source of voter
education, many Afghans voiced a desire to attend meetings to ask questions of candidates
and many women would like to attend meetings to discuss issues of concern to them.

As the women we spoke with are most likely to leave their houses to go to a neighbor home
or to a health clinic, voter education efforts specifically oriented to women should focus on
neighbor-to-neighbor outreach programs as well as the provision of information about the
elections at health clinics.
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APPENDIX 1:

TARGET DEMOGRAPHICS
Gender
Female 50% 60% 52% 0%
Male 50% 40% 48% 100%
Area
Urban 23% 15% 24% 1%
Rural 77% 85% 76% 89%
Region
North 15% 15% 20% 13%
Northeast 13% 10% 6% 9%
East 10% 8% 5% 3%
Central East 23% 14% 29% 12%
Central 9% 9% 1% 10%
Southeast 5% 10% 6% 5%
Southwest 13% 25% 16% 25%
Employment
Working 48% 41% 46% 91%
Retired 1% 0% 43% 0%
Housewife 38% 52% 0% 0%
Student 8% 1% 5% 0%
Unemployed 5% 6% 5% 9%
Age
18-24 24% 17% 22% 19%
25-34 25% 20% 22% 24%
35-49 29% 39% 33% 26%
50+ 22% 25% 23% 30%




APPENDIX 2:
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This survey was the first national opinion poll involving a representative, random sample of
Afghan citizens to be conducted in the post-Taliban period. Some 804 interviews were
conducted in-person by trained Afghan interviewers working under the auspices of the
Afghan Media Resource Center (AMRC) between February 22, 2004 and March 13, 2004.
Men were interviewed by men and women by women. Technical assistance in sampling,
interviewer training, and data entry and checking were provided by AC Nielsen India.
Questionnaire drafting, data processing and analysis, report drafting, and overall project
management were the responsibility of Charney Research of New York. Craig Charney,
Radhika Nanda and Nicole Yakatan drafted this report and Amy Marsman managed the
project.

In order to prepare for the interviews, staff from ACNielsen India and Charney Research
conducted briefing and training sessions for experienced local interviewers working for
AMRC in Kabul. Pre-tests of the survey were also conducted in Kabul. After training and
pre-tests were complete, interviewers went throughout the country to recruit a random
cross-section of respondents.

This survey builds on the results of a previous phase of qualitative research, involving 32 in-
depth interviews conducted with men and women around the country in urban and rural
areas in each of the eight regions designated for the Constitutional Loya Jirga between
November 15 and 21, 2003. The findings of the earlier study are available in our report,
Voices of Afghanistan: Afghans Speak About their Country, Elections, Gender, and Democracy (Kabul,
The Asia Foundation: 2004).

The National Sample

The survey is based on a representative national sample of 804 in-person interviews,
randomly drawn in proportion to the adult population over 18 in each of the eight regions
used for the Loya Jirga elections. It has a margin of sampling error of +/- 3.5% for
national-level results.

A two-stage process was used to draw the sample. In the first stage interviewing points were
distributed randomly among the regions and provinces in proportion to their population.
The drawing was based on a list of Afghanistan’s districts in order of population size. Some
103 districts were randomly selected for sampling on a probability proportionate to size
basis. Of these, 17 had to be substituted on the advice of AMRC because they were
inaccessible due to poor weather or security. They were replaced by one of the districts next
to them on the list, which were the closest in population size. In the second stage of the
process, at the sample point, households and individuals within them were randomly selected
for interview.
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Interviewing took place in 29 of Afghanistan’s 32 provinces. The only provinces omitted
altogether were Urozgan, Neemroz, and Ghor provinces, which have a total of 6% of the
country’s population between them. Elsewhere, every citizen in the country had an equal
chance of being interviewed.

In order to compensate for the omission of districts in those three provinces, we up-
weighted the responses from elsewhere in their regions to ensure that their regions were
fairly represented in the national results. As a result, the proportions of interviews in each
region of the final weighted data matched their proportions in the population estimates of
the Central Statistics Office: the North (15% of the sample), Northeast (13%), East (10%),
Central East (23%), Central (9%), Southeast (5%), Southwest (13%), and the Northwest
(12%)."" Thus, the survey reflects the views of a broad and representative cross-section of
the Afghan voters.

Representativeness of the Sample

Since the sample is truly national and random, the survey results represent all parts of the
population in their correct proportions. As a result, the survey findings correctly reflect the
public in terms of gender, urban-rural balance, and age. Therefore the findings regarding
public opinion are thus likely to be representative as well, within the survey’s margin of
error. In other words, because these are randomly-based quantitative findings, the results of
our work can be projected numerically to the population at large.

After slight adjustments for weighting, the sample used for the survey closely mirrored the
adult population of Afghanistan as a whole in terms of gender, urban-rural, regional and age
distribution compared to 2004 projections by the Central Statistics Office from the results of
the 1979 National Census, the last available data.® The estimated gender breakdown is 52%
male / 48% female, ours is 50-50. Reflecting the overwhelmingly rural character of Afghan
society, 23% of the sample is urban, 77% urban, one point off the respective figures from
the CSO projections. In terms of age, 24% of the sample is between 18 and 24, another
quarter (25%) is between 25 and 34, 29% are between 35 and 49, and 22% of respondents
are over the age of 50. All of these are within two percentage points of the CSO estimate for
the corresponding age category. Thus, the survey sample provides an accurate reflection of
Afghanistan’s demographics.

CSO Estimates Survey Sample
Gender
Male 52% 50%
Female 48% 50%
Area Type
Urban 22% 23%
Rural 78% 77%

7 In our tabulations, we combined the Southeast and Southwest into one region, the South, because there were
too few interviews in the Southeast to tabulate it separately.

'® Preliminary results from the first five districts to be tabulated in the 2004 Heads of Household census
indicated that those estimates are accurate to within +/-10% at the district level.
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Age
18-24
25-34
35-49
50+

26%
25%
27%
22%
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APPENDIX 3:
INTERVIEW DISCUSSION GUIDE

PROJECT TRUTH - MAIN QUESTIONNAIRE

Urban 23% | Rural 77%
Zone:
North 15% | North-east | 13% | East 10% | Central-east | 23%
Central 9% South-east | 5% | South-west 13% | North-west 12%
Province:
Balkh 5% Samangan | 2% | Jawzjam 2% | Faryab 3%
Sar-e-pul 4% | Kunduz 3% | Takhar 4% | Badakhshan | 1%
Baghlan 5% | Nangarhar | 5% | Laghman 2% | Kunar 1%
Noristan 1% | Kabul 18 | Parwan 3% | Kapisa 1%
0
Logar 1% | Bamiyan ;;A) Wardak 1% | Ghazni 6%
Paktia 3% | Paktika 1% | Khost 1% | Kandahar 6%
Zabul 1% | Urozgan 0% | Neemroz 0% | Helmand 6%
Heart 7% | Badghis 2% | Ghor 0% | Farah 3%
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INTRODUCTION

Asalaam Valeikum, I am from AMRC, an independent research organization. We
regularly conduct surveys among people like you to find out what you feel about issues
of public interest. AMRC has no relation to the government. I just want to ask you some
questions about “matters of interest to Afghans”. I am interested in your opinion. Your
answers will be kept confidential and your name will not be given to anyone and your
views will be analyzed along with those of hundreds of others.

I. DEMOGRAPHICS

RESPONAENLS. ....ccuviiiiiciiiciieiieie ettt et ettt e e b e e b e e b e ebeestaestbessseesseesseeseesssesssensnan 804
RECORD RESPONDENT GENDER:

Y, 1 (TP PR PO RPPRRPPPPPPPPRPPRPIN 50%
FEIMALE ...oooiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt e e e e e e et r e e e e e s e s s e aaaeeeeeesensanaes 50%
RESPONDENT AGE:
L7224t e et e e e a e ——————aeeraaar————_ 24%
D53ttt e e ——————e et e raaa————————eeeeraa e ——————aeeenaaan—— 25%
B5m8 ettt e e e e e e ———————ee e e aaaa———————aeeeraaa——————as 29%
0 ettt ettt et e —————tee e e e e e ————tteeesea e ———rteeeesaaa—raaees 22%
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Let me begin by first getting to know a few things about you.

1. Are you now working, a housewife (ASK ONLY WOMEN) , retired, a student, or
looking for work? [ONE RESPONSE ONLY]

WOTKING....cccvvieeiiiciieeieecee e CONTINUE. ..o, 48%
Retired ....ccooveeieiieeeeeeeeee CONTINUE. ..o, 1%
Housewife.......cooovvveiiieiiiiieeieeeeee e, GOTOQ4.....ovveeeeeeeeeene, 38%
Student .....ccovviiiiii e GOTOQ4 ..., 8%
Unemployed ......cccoevvevienieeiinrieieeieenenns GO TO Q4 5%
Other (Specify) .coovvvvveeriieiieeeeeeeee, GOTOQ4.....ooeeeeeeeee, 0%
Don’t know/No response ..........cccceeveeeneenne GOTO Q4. 0%

2. IF WORKING OR RETIRED: What is your main occupation? SINGLE RESPONSE
ONLY. RECORD RESPONSE VERBATIM AND THEN CODE OPTION. IF
RETIRED ASK FOR PREVIOUS OCCUPATION AND THEN CODE

RESPONAENLS. .....cuviiiiiiiiciiieieeee ettt et ettt e b e b e e b e e beestaestaessbeesseesseeseessnessnensnas 394
Farmer (own land / tenant farmer)..........c.ccoecveeeiieniienienienie e 24%
Farm laborer (other's 1and) .........ccoooiiiioiiini e 4%
Laborer, domestic, or unskilled WOIrKET............cceeeeuiieiiiiiiiieecee e 2%
Informal Sales/ DUSINESS........ecvieieeiieiieriiereesteeie et eesre e e s e seae e eens 20%
SKilled WOTrKer/artiSan. . ........cc.eeecuiieeieeiiie ettt ettt e e e e sveeeane e 7%
Office worker/ Clerical WOTKET ........ceeeeviiriiieiiiieiiecee et 8%
Self employed Professional ............coocoiiiieiiiieieeee e 18%
Small DUSINESS OWNET ...c..vviiiiieeiiieiie ettt et e ebe e eane e eveeeaeis 5%
Executive or managerial..........ccooeeiiiiiiniiiieie e 5%
MIlArY/ POLICE ...t 1%
BAKET ...ttt ettt e e b e et e e se e seessaennnens 0%
DIIVET .ttt ettt et e e et e et e e te e e aa e e e bee e abeesareeebaeenabeaans 0%
English teacher iN @ COUTISE ........eouteiiiieieieiieieie et 0%
L€ 21 (4 1311 oSSR 0%
LAVESTOCK ..ttt ettt ettt ettt e s v e eta e e e abeeeteeenseeeabaeenaraaans 1%
PRAIMACISE ...viieiieeie ettt e et e e bt eeta e et e e etaeesabaeennaees 0%
ST 1e] 1T RPN 0%
Other, (SPECIEY) c.vieiieiieriieie ettt et e et e st e staesnaessbesnneenseenns 4%
Don't KNOW/ 1O TESPONSE .....veeueieiiiiiieiieeieeteenieesite sttt ettt ettt st e 0%

3. IF FARMING (LLE. ONLY THOSE CODING 01 IN Q.2): How much land do you
farm? [SINGLE RESPONSE ONLY]

RESPONAENLS. ......viiieiiieiii ettt et e et e e e st eestbeessbeeeebeesabeeesseesssaeesseessseenns 93
Less than 1 JEriD ....co.ooeeiiiiiieiiieee et 2%
I = 2 JRTID ittt ettt et e e sab e e eraeenareaan 7%
T T 13 | o TSP 19%
MOTE than 3 JETiD......ccuieuieiiiieiiee et 72%
DOn’t KNOW/ 110 T@SPOMNSE.....eeuvreererireeiieiiereesteesteesaessseesseesseesseesseessnesssessseessesssenns 0%
RESPONAENLS.....cceiiiieiiiieie ettt ettt ettt e te e be e s bt e saeesatesnteenseenseenneas 804
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What is the highest level of school you completed? SINGLE RESPONSE ONLY.
RECORD RESPONSE VERBATIM AND THEN CODE OPTION

Never Went t0 SChOOL ......ooiiiiiiieiieeee e 43%
Primary School, INCOMPIELE ......cceevieriieiieiieiieriece et 8%
Primary School, COMPIELE .......c.ovuerieriiniiiiiiiieieceeecee e 11%
Junior high SChOOL .......ooiiii e 10%
Senior high SChOOL.......c.ooiiiii s 20%
University OF aCAACTINY ........c.eevieerrieriieriieriente st et eieesteesteeseesaesreenseesseesseenseesseens 7%
Don't KNOW/ NO TESPONSE .....eeeeeeuiieiieiieeiie ettt et e stte st ettt sbeesiee et s eneeas 1%

What religion do you practice?

1011113 F TR 92%
N 1§ - TSRS 7%
ISINACIT ..ottt e e e e e e e s ettt e e e e e e s annaes 1%
HINAU oottt ettt sttt e sttt e e st e e 0%
2201 Vo 1 0¥ ] AU O PPt 0%
N3 s VORI 0%
INONE/ ATIEIST .ot e e e e e e e e e s e e eeaatareeeeessennnanes 0%
Other , SPECTTY ..ttt ettt sttt sae e 0%
Don't KNOW/ TETUSEA .....vvveeieirieeeeeee et e e 0%

Were you ever forced to leave the country because of war?

Y Sttt CONTINUE.........ccoviieeieieeeeeee e, 55%
NO ottt GOTO QY. 45%
Other (SPECIFY) ..ccocvevvvevrieennnee GOTO QY. 0%
Don't know/Refused ..................... GOTOQ.... e 0%

(Per the comments on the right — the numbers I see reported in the newspaper estimate
that 2 million people have returned to the country since the fall of the Taliban (which
would be just over 7%, while we say 22% *‘fled under the Taliban. Maybe that is just to
other regions, but we need to clarify this point)

Where did you go? [MULTIPLE RESPONSES ALLOWED; CODE ALL
MENTIONS]

RESPONAENLS. .....cuviiiiiciiiciiciietecee sttt ettt e e b e b e e b e e beestaestaessbeesseesseesaesssensnensnas 441
PaKISTAN ..ot e e et e e e e e e e e earree s 76%
;1 o RO PPRPRPRRRPPPRIN 22%
| e T TR RO 0%
TAJIKISEAIL ...ttt ettt ettt sttt et 2%
TULKIMENISTAN ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e s s e e naaaeeeeeeessenneaaees 0%
UZDEKISTAN ...eeeiieiiiiiiieeee et e et e e e e e et e e e e e s e eeenaaaneeeeessennnnes 0%
01001 PSR 0%
BAST ASIA....cccviiiiiiieie e e et e e e e e et eeetrae e et 0%
S A ettt ettt e e st e e e e 0%
(O3 T T - R 0%
Other (SPECIEY) oottt ettt et n 0%
Don't KNOW/RETUSEA ...t e s e 0%
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8. Which year did you return to Afghanistan? [IF MORE THAN ONCE, RECORD
MOST RECENT TIME]
1990 .. ettt ettt ettt ettt et be et e nt e beete et e eseentenbeestenseeseennens 2%
L0 ettt et ettt e a e et e bt et et e nt et e eteeneens 0%
L0002 ettt sttt e h et b ettt st eneens 5%
1003 ettt ettt et e st e be e te st e beett e s e seens e s eeatenseereenaans 3%
LOOA ettt et te et e beere et e st et e teenteteereenean 2%
100 S ettt ettt ettt e a e et e bt et e teene e teeteeneens 3%
LOO6 ..ttt et et b ettt st eneens 4%
1007 ettt et ettt e bttt et e st et e teenteteeseennans 1%
L0 8 ettt ettt et ettt e n e et e bt et et e ne e teeteeneens 3%
1909 ettt e h et b et e e bbb eatens 4%
2000 ... ettt ettt ettt ettt e e b e ereenteasees s e seentenbeereenbebeeseenseeneeneas 3%
0 O USSP 11%
2002 -ttt h et b e ettt b e et et ebt et sb e et e bt et enee 24%
2003 ettt et e et et e et e te et e te st enbeeteeneenbeeteenseneereenes 32%
2004 <.ttt ettt e b e st et e bt en e e st enteteeteentebeenteteeneeneas 4%
Don’t KNOW/TETUSEA .....eueeieeeieiieiiee e 0%
RESPONAENLS......cuviiiieiiieiieiieite ettt ettt e et e e beeseesteestaessseesseensaeseessnesnsennnes 804
9. Are you married or single?
STEIE .ttt st sttt st e es 17%
IMATTIEA ...ttt ettt ettt sttt et bt e b et et e 83%
Don't KNOW/ refUSEA .....ooevviieiiiicieeeeecee e e e 0%
10. Which ethnic group do you belong to?

PASHIUDN ...ooiiiiiiieeece et e e e e e e e e et e e e e e e e ennnnaes 46%
TAJTK covvevieeiecre ettt et e b b e e b e et e tbeetbeerbeerbeeraesraeetrensneeens 39%
|04 o =) ORIt 6%
HAZATA. ..ot a e et et e b e e aa et et aaaeaearaaaaaaaaa—_ 6%
TULKOINEIL ... et e e e e e et e e e e e e e eeenaareeeeeeeeeennnnns 1%
DA [e) 4117 Y SRR 1%
ATAD (et e ettt e e e s e et e e e e e s eaanans 1%
BaAIUCKI vt e e e et e e e e s eenaes 0%
PASNACE ..ot e et e e taeeean 0%
T & PR 0%
Other (SPECIFY) .eoiiiiiiicie ettt ettt st s tre e e veeve et e saaesaneerveenveens 1%
Don't KNOW/ TETUSEA ....evvveiieiiiieeeee et e eeenes 0%
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II. MEDIA EXPOSURE AND INFORMATION SOURCES

11. In which language did you learn to speak, first? (MOTHER TONGUE — ONLY ONE
RESPONSE)

PASITO ..t 44%
| D o SRR 47%
UZDEKI vttt ettt e et e e e e s s e eaaaes 5%
TUIKT ¢ttt ettt sttt e an 1%
BN (o) 4 117 01 SRR 1%
PASNACE .....oooiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 1%
L5 e L BSOS 0%
| 5101 S PR PRRRPRRRN 0%
ENGlish. ..o 0%
J AN 21 ) (o 0%
RUSSIAI ...veiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeee e e e e e e eeaaaes 0%
BalUCK ..o 0%
HAZATAGT ..eveeieiieiiee e 0%
Other (SPECIFY) oottt 1%
DONt KNOW ... e e e e e e eeannes 0%

12. Which other languages do you speak, if any? (MULTIPLE RESPONSES
ALLOWED)

| D 71 o DR PRRPRPPPRRPPRPRRRNt 36%
PASIHIO vt 30%
L 84015 < LSRR 10%
ENGlish. oo 10%
L5 e LS BSOS 9%
TUTKI ¢ttt ens 2%
HINAIL .o 1%
J AN 21 ) Lo RPN 1%
RUSSIAIN ..ottt eate e e et e e e e e s erareeean 1%
INOTIC ...t ee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e taareeeeeeeenaes 0%
HAZATAGT ..eveeeieieiieie et 0%
D0 5 ] 721 1§ SRR 0%
PaASNACE ....coo o 0%
CZECI . 0%
Other (SPECIFY) oottt ettt 0%
DONt KNOW ... e e e e e e e eennans 28%
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13. Which languages can you read? (MULTIPLE RESPONSES ALLOWED)
DT it 51%
PASHLO .. 43%
ENGlish. ..o 13%
UTAU. ettt ettt ettt 7%
L87757<) < OSSR 4%
ATADIC ..ttt ne e 2%
RUSSIAN 1.ttt 1%
TULKI 1ottt ettt ettt aeees 0%
5 5316 BRSSPSR 0%
INODIE .ttt ettt ettt e s st e 35%
Other (SPECIFY) eeiiieiieieeeeeet ettt 0%
DON’t KNOW.c.neiiiiiiiiet et 8%
14. How many days a week do you listen to the radio, if any? (SINGLE RESPONSE
ONLY
Every day or almost every day .....CONTINUE...........cccccevvvrrviniinieiecieen 56%
Three or four days a week ............ CONTINUE ......cccoiiiiiiiiieieeceeeeeeee, 16%
One or two days a week ............... CONTINUE. ..ot 5%
Less than once a week.................. GOTOQ.I8.....eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e, 6%
NEVET .t GOTOQ.I8......oieieeeeeeeeee s 17%
Don’t know/No response............. GO TOQ.I8....ieeeeeeen 1%
15. To which radio station do you listen most often? CODE IN GRID BELOW UNDER
APPROPRIATE SPACE
RESPONAENLS. ....ccuviiiiiciiiciictteeecee ettt ettt e b e b e e b e e s e e sreestaesssessseesseessaessnesssensnas 617

AFTER RESPONSE ASK:
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16. And then which other radio station do you next most often listen to? CODE IN GRID
BELOW UNDER APPROPRIATE SPACE
Most Next Most Next Most
%ftlesn (I;lf(t)::l Radio Stations %f.tf ;l %f.tle 2 Radio Stations
Q.16
20% 11% BBC-Farsi 0% 0% Radio Pakistan-Dari
16% 9% Radio Azadi - Dari 0% 0% Radio China International-Pashto
15% 10% BBC-Pashto 0% 0% Radio Paktia
10% 10% Radio Azadi - Pashto 0% 0% Radio Kunar
6% 5% VOA-Dari 0% 0% Radio Samangan
5% 6% Arman FM 0% 1% Radio Bamiyan
5% 13% Radio Afghanistan 0% 0% Radio Ghore
3% 6% VOA-Pashto 0% 0% Radio Farah
3% 3% Radio VIR Iran-Farsi 0% 0% Sahar Radio
3% 1% Radio Ghazni 0% 0% Radio Sada-I-Solh
3% 3% Radio Herat 0% 1% Voice of Afghan Women
2% 1% Radio Sharq 0% 0% Kabul University Radio
1% 1% All India Radio-Dari 0% 2% Radio Azad Afghan
1% 0% Radio Pakistan-Pashto 0% 0% Peace Radio
1% 2% Deutsche Welle-Dari 0% 2% Radio Helmand
1% 0% Deutsche Welle-Pashto 0% 1% Radio Faryab
1% 1% Killid FM 0% 0% Riarabia Balkh Women’s Radio
1% 2% Radio Nangarhar 0% 1% Radio Laghman
1% 2% Radio Kandahar 0% 0% Millie-Paygham Radio Station
1% 0% Radio Khost 0% 0% Taraj-Mir Radio Station
1% 2% Radio Balkh 0% 1% Radio Takhar
0% 1% All India Radio-Pashto 0% 0% Radio Nimroz
0% 0% Radio Information-Dari 0% 0% Radio Jozjan
0% 0% Radio VIR Iran-Pashto 0% 0% Radio Nawbahar
0% 0% Radio Information- 1% 0% Other (SPECIFY)
Pashto
0% 1% Don’t know
17. What time of day do you most often listen to the radio? (SINGLE RESPONSE ONLY)
05:01 DS — 08:00 DTS ...euvveiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee e e e e e 25%
08:01 IS — 12:00 RIS ..vvviiiiiiiie ettt e et e e e enaaeeeeenes 17%
12:01 hrs — 17:00 IS ..oviiiiiiiic et e 5%
17:01 DS — 21:00 RIS ueeeiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeee ettt e e eaaae e 43%
21:01 hrs —23:00 NS ..ot 8%
23:01 NS — 05:00 NS c.uvvviiiieiiie ettt et enes 0%
DON T KNOW ..ottt e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e seenaaaaeeeeeeessnnnnes 2%
18. How many days a week do you watch TV, if any? (SINGLE RESPONSE ONLY)

Every day or almost every day.....CONTINUE...................cccoiiiiiiinni. 29%
Three or four days a week ............ CONTINUE. .......ccoteiiiieiininceeeeeeene 7%
One or two days a week ............... CONTINUE........cooiiiieeieeeee e 1%
Less than once a week................. GOTO Q8. 5%
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NEVET oo GOTO Q8. 57%

Don’t know/No response............. GO TO Q.I8......oooeieeeeeeeee e 1%

19. Which TV station do you watch most often? CODE IN GRID BELOW UNDER
APPROPRIATE SPACE.

RESPONAENLS. ...ttt ettt ettt ettt e st e sat e sateeabeebeesbeesaeesneeeneas 294
AFTER RESPONSE ASK:

20. Which TV station do you watch next most often? CODE IN GRID BELOW UNDER

APPROPRIATE SPACE

Most Next
Often Most Ofts TV Stations
Q.19 Q.20
22% 4% TV Afghanistan - Kabul
13% 1% TV Kandahar
11% 0% Baghlan TV -Pulkhomri
8% 4% TV Herat
5% 1% TV Balkh — Mazar-e-Sharif
5% 1% Takhar TV — Talogan
4% 0% TV Konduz
4% 9% Iran TV
3% 0% Badakhshan TV
3% 1% Aeena TV - Jawazjan
3% 5% Al Jazeera TV
3% 2% Zee TV
2% 3% Uzbekistan TV
2% 5% CNN
2% 0% Ghazni TV
2% 0% Nangarhar TV
1% 4% Jawazjan TV- Shebrghan
1% 1% Pakistan TV
1% 3% Star TV
1% 7% BBC
1% 8% TV Tajikistan
0% 0% Ghoryan TV- Herat
0% 0% TV Nimroz
0% 0% Parwan TV
0% 0% Sahara TV
0% 1% Samangan TV
0% 4% DWT (German TV)
0% 1% India TV
1% 3% Other (SPECIFY)
1% 32% Don’t know/ No response
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21. What time of day do you most often watch TV? (SINGLE RESPONSE ONLY)
05:01 Drs — 08:00 NIS..cuuviieiieiiieeiiecieeeie ettt e ere e er e e e b e s veeeabeestbeesaseesebeesaseeseseesaseeens 2%
08:01 Nrs — 12:00 NIS.ccueiiiiiieiiiecieecieeeiee ettt e et eeb e e e b e s veesabeestbeesaseesebeesaseeseseenaneeens 2%
12:01 NIS — 17:00 NIS.ccuiiiiiiieieieeeie ettt ettt ettt eb e e eaae e s tbeesaseestbeesareesareenaseeens 2%
17:01 S — 21200 DTS ..o e e e 74%
21:01 s — 23200 NS ...oiiiiiiiieeee e ens 21%
23:01 IS — 05:00 NIS..ooiineiiiieeeeeeeeee e 0%
DON EKNOW ..ot e e e et e e et e e e eta e e e eetteeeeeateeeeeanes 0%
FOR MALE RESPONDENT GO TO Q.23

22. ASK WOMEN ONLY: How often do you go out of your house for the following activities? —
Often, sometimes, rarely or never? READ OUT EACH ACTIVITY ONE BY ONE AND
CODE RESPONSE IN THE GRID

LT o0} T (<3 £ 404

At least Less than
At least once a once a
Activities once a week month month

Household chores — fetch water/ wood for fuel 42% 7% 6%
Take children to school .............cccceeevieeeeennn.. 8% 11% 9%
Take children to health clinic.......................... 7% 35% 35%
Visit health clinic .........c.oooveeeiiiiieciiiciieee, 9% 31% 43%
Visit family/ friends ........cccocveevieeiincienieniienns 26% 39% 30%
Visit NeIghDOIS ...c.vveeviieiecieieiiceee s 44% 24% 19%
ShOPPING «.eeveeieieiieeee e 9% 15% 14%

LT 0T} 1 T (<3 £ TR 804
ASK ALL

23. Which is the main source from where you normally get information about what is happening in

the country? DO NOT READ OUT RESPONSES, SINGLE RESPONSE ONLY

RAGIO .t 60%
Friends and family and neighbors ...........ccccoeieviieiieienieiieieeeeceeeee e 16%
TV ettt ettt b e st b et eeaes 12%
Village chief/community 1€aders ...........ccoovvevuieriieciiiieiienieeee e 5%
INEWSPAPETS c.vveeirieriiieriieeieestteetee st e st e sbee st eesbeesateesabeesabeesabeesaseesabeesaneesas 2%
REligIOUS 1€AACT ..ot 1%
From family males .........ccoooveiiiiieieiie et 1%
From husband ..........cooooiiiiiee e 1%
From father .......ooooiiiee e 0%
Other (SPECIFY) .ottt ees 0%
Don't KNOW / T€fUSEd ...cveieiiiieiieieiee e 0%
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24, If you wanted to find out about something important happening in your community, who, outside
your family, would you want to tell you? DO NOT READ OUT RESPONSES. SINGLE

RESPONSE ONLY

Neighbors/ VIILAZETS ......ccvveiveeiiiieiieriet ettt 38%
FIIENA ..eiieiieeie et et 17%
Village chief/ Community leader ............c.cccooiiiiiiiiniiiiiceeee 14%
CO-WOTKETS ..evieiviieiieeeiieecieeeiteeette ettt estee et e eteeetaeesbaeenteeesaeenseeenseessseeenseennns 11%
IMUTLAR e 6%
SROPKEEPETS ...ttt ettt 6%
Worker at community centers (school, health center) ............ccccoocevinincnncne. 3%
From husband .........c.cccveoiieiieiiiiiciececeee et 1%
From father .......oooviiiiiieiceeceece et 0%
From DIOthErs ......ooieviieiieiieeceee e 0%
From the Dazaar ..........c.ocveiieiiieiiicie et 0%
INO OTI€ ettt ettt ettt e st e s bee st e st e sabee e 0%
RAAIO et e et et e e e enes 0%
RAAIO/TV ettt ettt st e e e st e e s beesabeesnsaennns 0%
From family .....ocoooveoiiiininiiccc e 0%
Other (SPECIFY ) ..ottt 0%
Don't KNOW / 1€fUSE ....vevviiieiieiecece e 2%

. MOOD

25. Generally speaking, do you think things in Afghanistan today are going in the right direction, or
do you think they are going in the wrong direction?

Right direction...........cccveeveeienieneeieeiecieeeene CONTINUE. .....ccooiiieieieeeeees 64%
Wrong direction ..........ccccceevveeveeciereeneenieenenes GO TO Q.27 ..o 11%
Mixed directions (DON’T READ; MUST BE VOLUNTEERED) — GO TO Q.28........... 8%
DON’t KNOW .o GO TO Q.28....ooiieeeeeeeee 16%

26. (IF RIGHT DIRECTION): Why do you say that? (DO NOT READ CODES. OPEN END
WITH PRE-CODES, MAXIMUM OF TWO RESPONSES ALLOWED)

RESPONAGIES. ....ccutiiiiiectieciee ettt ettt et e et e e tae e tb e e abeestbeessaeensaeesseeenseeanseesnseeanssessseenseennns 516
Peace / €nd Of WAT ......ccvieiiiiiciiiecece et 53%
DiSArMAMENL .....c.uviieiiieiiieeie ettt see e ste et e et eesaeeseaeessaeessbeessseessseensneenns 35%
GOOA SECUIILY ...vveveeiieiieiieeeieeiee et eieeteete st e steesteebeesaeessesseeseesseessesssessnesseesns 20%
Reconstruction / rebuilding ...........cccvevvieiiicienienienieie e 18%
Girls schools / women can work / women’s freedom ...........ccccceevverveeienennne. 13%
Freedom / fre€ SPEECh ......occveveiiiieieeee e e 11%
Democracy / €lECHIONS .....eecvereieiiieriieriieie et eiee ettt se e 9%
REfUZEES TELUIM ...viiiieiece ettt e es 9%
Travel possible / free MOVEMENt ..........cccoevvevienininiriiieicieneeneeeeeeeeene 7%
GOOd ZOVEINIMENL...c..eueueeiienieieiintirieettet ettt sttt ettt nee e ee 6%
ECONOMIC TEVIVAL ...cuviiiiiiieiicciieeic ettt sene e 5%
International ASSIStANCE .........ccvieiiieeiierieete ettt eae e e 1%
Other (SPECIFY) .ottt 0%
DON E KNOW ettt ettt see et e e stbeenaeeebbeeseeenns 0%

GO TO Q.28
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27. (IF WRONG DIRECTION): Why do you say that?

(DO NOT READ CODES. OPEN END WITH PRE-CODES, MAXIMUM OF TWO

RESPONSES ALLOWED)

RESPONAGILS. ...ttt ettt et et e e st e sae e st esseeaseeseeeseeseenseensesnsesssesnnesssanseenseans 92

N0 reconStruction / N0 PrOZIESS ......cveevereeereeerreereereseesseesseesseessesnesseesseenseenes 35%

Bad SOVEINMENL .....c..ccuiriiiiiiiiiieicteteer et 40%

Economy Dad.......c..ccoiiriiiiiiieieciene s 30%

Neighboring countries cause problems ...........ceceecvevvereneneneneeeeneeneenenennene 28%

Education bad..........ccoueiiiiieiie s 14%

Lack of aid / no development assiStance ...........c.cceouerererereseneeeeieieeseene 13%

Western influence too great / dangers to ISlam ..........cccccoeveininiincncnnennn. 8%

Too many foreigners / foreigner aid causes problems...........c.ccccevererenennenne. 6%

SECUTILY PrODICINS. ....cuvieiieieieiiieiieie ettt ettt beebeesaesaeesseeseensesneenns 2%

WALttt ettt 2%

NO QISAMMING .....veeeveeiieeie ettt ettt ettt esteeteseaesreesseeseenseennesneesseenseenes 1%

Problems of eXiStiNG arMS.........cccverieriieriieieeieeiesieeie et ete e 1%

War Lords/ VIOIENCE ......coveiiieiiiie ettt e 1%

War Lords / CommAaNnders .........cceereerierieiieniiesieeie et 1%

Other (SPECIFY) .ottt ees 1%

DN T KNOW <.t 1%
RESPONAGNLS. .....eeuvieiiieiiiieceeie ettt ettt et e te e e esbeesaesstessaesseesseesseesseessenseenseessaesseensenssenses 804
28. In your view, what is the biggest problem facing Afghanistan as a whole? CODE RESPONSE IN

GRID BELOW

(AFTER RESPONSE):

29. And after that, what is the next biggest problem? CODE RESPONSE IN GRID BELOW

Q28. Biggest

problem
Security / warlords / attacks / VIOIENCE .........ccvevevirieirinieininieineccneene, 37%
Economy / pOVErty / JODS ...ecviivciiiieiierieeieeeeeeeesie e, 29%
Education / SChools / TItEIacCy ........cccevvevuieiirieniienieeieeieceese e, 9%
ELECHICIEY vvevieivieeiieeteete ettt sttt ettt et e esaesaaesbe e seesaeenaenseens 6%
Lack of rReconstruction / rebuilding............ccvecverierieneeiienienieseee e, 5%
ROAAS. ...ttt 5%
Health care / clinics / hoSpitals...........ccooierieiiieciinieieeeee e, 2%
WVALET ..ottt st 2%
TalIDAN ..o e e, 1%
Government / weak government / central authority ..........ccceceeeeenenencnns, 1%
DISCIMINATION. ...ttt sbe e, 0%
Narcotics/ Narcotics DUSINESS. .......ccuervererieierieieieniese ettt see e 0%
Disarming CommAanders. ........c..coeeerueiriereireneeneneenenteeneeeresieeereseeseens 0%
Foreigner INterference ........ccueviiriiiiiiiecieieiceeeeeeee e, 0%
The work given to those Who deServe it..........ocevvievieeciieienieneeieeie e, 0%
Other (SPECIFY) ..ttt ] 0%
DON E KIOW ..ottt e 3%

30. What is the biggest problem in your local area? CODE RESPONSE IN GRID BELOW

AFTER RESPONSE ASK :
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Q29. Next
biggest problem
6%
22%
17%
10%
10%
7%
7%
3%
2%
12%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
3%



And what is the next biggest problem in your local area? CODE RESPONSE IN GRID BELOW

32.

33.

34.

Q30. Biggest Q31. Next
problem biggest problem
Economy / POVEILY / JODS ...cccecveieriiriirininieieeeeectestetenec e, 28% 11%
Security / warlords / attacks / VIOIENCE ........ccceevvevvenininininiieeieicenenieans 15% 3%
Education / schools / [ItEracy .........cccccoeverirenereeiienicniencnieeeeceeeeeeeeen, 12% 20%
ELECHIICTEY vttt ettt ettt ettt et s 12% 14%
ROAAS. ..ttt ettt 9% 10%
Lack of reconstruction / 1ebUIlding ..........ccoeeeveneeneneineneincinenccnenes 8% 11%
Health care / clinics / hoSpitals...........ccoovievieiiieiinienieieee e, 7% 11%
WVALET ..ttt ettt 5% 11%
Government / weak government / central authority ..........cecceeeverveneennnn, 3% 7%
TalIDAN ..ottt 1% 0%
NO PIODICINS ...ttt 0% 0%
NO GIrlS SChOOIS......eouieiiietieiec e 0% 0%
Everything is destroyed.........ccccoeverininininieieceneeenceeeeeeee e, 0% 0%
No interest With GOVE. ......coviiiiiiiieieeieceeee e, 0% 0%
Other (SPECIFY ) ..ottt sttt et 0% 0%
DNt KNOW <.ttt s, 0% 1%

How would you rate the work of the present government (Afghanistan’s Transitional Government)
— excellent, good, fair, or poor?

EXCEIIENL. ... e e e e e e e e e etaeeeenaneeeeenneeeeereeeenns 28% 57%
(€ 10 Yo e F TSRO PRR 29%
S RSO PRR 17%
POOT ettt ———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————o 18% 35%
RETUSEA. ..ottt e e e et e e e s e e et aaeeeeesessssaaeeeeeeesnnnes 0%
DONEKNOW 1.t e ettt e e e e e e et e e e e s esnsaaeeeeesessssaasreeesesnnnes 8%

How would you rate the work of Hamid Karzai as President of Afghanistan — excellent, good, fair,
or poor?

EXCEIIENL. ..ot e e e et e e e eaae e e e et e e e s eaneeeeenaeeeeenaeeeanns 34% 62%
(€ 10 Yo ¢ F RSP 28%
¥ PSRRI 16%
POOT et e e a e e e e e naraaaaeeaan 15% 31%
RETUSEA. ...ttt e e e e e e e e e e e eaaaaeeeeesessnnaaseeeeeesannes 0%
DONEKNOW .ot e et e e e e e et a et e e e e s eensaaeeeeeesssssaaseeeesesnnnes 6%

Some people say, “I don’t think that the government cares much about what people like me think.”
Do you agree or disagree with this statement? WAIT FOR RESPONSE AND THEN ASK -
Strongly, or somewhat?

AGIEE SITONELY ...eovvieitieiiieiieeiiese ettt sttt e et e et e s teeteesbeesbeesbessaessaeseessesssesseesseenseenns 25% 58%
AGTEE SOMEWRAL. ....c.iiiiiiitiiiiitiiee ettt ettt ettt st be e enee 33%
DiSagree SOMEWNAL ......c.cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiecet ettt ettt s 9%
DiSAGIEE SEIONELY ..eovvieeieeiieiieieeie ettt ettt ettt est e ae s aesseeseensesnneeseesseenseenseensensnens 2% 12%
DON L KIIOW ..ottt st bbbttt e 30%
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35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

How would you rate the security situation in your area: excellent, good, fair, or poor?

EXCEILENL. ... e e e e e e e e e e et e e e ennneeeeenneeeeereeeenns 15% 53%
(€ 1Yo e F USRS PRR 38%
23§ RPN 26%
POOT ettt t—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————. 20% 46%
DON EKNOW 1.ttt e ettt e e e e e e et e e e e s senaaaeeeeesesssraaereessesnnnes 1%

How often do you fear for your own personal safety or security or for that of your family these
days?

(051 4 RO RRROPRR 12% 35%
SOIMIETIIMIES ...ttt e et e e e et e e e e et e e eaaeeeenaaeeeeesaeeeseseeesanseeseennareeeaaeeeas 24%
) RS 22%
N VT ...ttt et e e e e e e et e e e e e e e ettt —eaee e e e e tta—aaeeeeeeearaeaaaeeeeannrraaens 41% 64%
NO COMMENT/ TEFUSEA ..o et e e e eeneeeeeneeeeens 0%
DON EKNOW ..ot e ettt e e e e e et e e e e e e e esnaaaeeeeesessssaaseeeesesnnnes 1%

How often did you fear for your personal safety or security or for that of your family under the
Taliban rule?

1051 + RPN 30% 41%
SOIMETIIMIES ... .evvieieeiieeeeee ettt ettt e e et eeeeaae e e e eateesenaeeeesesaeeessaeeesenaeeeeensaneeseaeeeas 11%
RATCLY ottt sttt et et e et e et et e e e e s b e e tb e sa e ba e beenbeerbeereenaeenseenns 10%
N VT .ttt ettt e e e e e et e e e e e e ettt — e e e e e e e e taa—aaeaeeeeenaraeaaaeeeeannrraeens 27% 36%
NO COMMENT/ TEFUSEA .....oeeeeeiiieiiee e et e e e eeneeeeeneeeeens 0%
Absent during Taliban TULC.........cc.eecuieiirierieeeieee et e e ens 22%
DON T KNOW 1.ttt e e e e et e e e e s e esaataeeeeessesnnaseeeeessennnannes 1%

Have you or has anyone in your family been a victim of physical aggression or of some criminal
act in the home or community in the past year?

01 Don’tknow 1%

Do most people feel free to express their political opinions in the area where you live?

D =N 52%
N Ottt e e e et e e e ————eee e e eaa————aeeeesea i ———raeeeeaanaaaares 23%
DON T KNOW ..ot e e e e et e e e e e e e enaaar e e e e e e senntaareeeeeeaan 25%

Y S et ettt et st b e et et s sae e bt et neeanenanens 1%
N0ttt bbb e h et a et b e bbbt bt et et e e e b e 73%
Absent during Taliban TUL.........cceeciieiirierieeeeee et e e ens 18%
DN T KIOW <.ttt ettt ettt et ees e b e beeteeneesaeesaeeneennnens 8%
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41. If you think about your family, would you say that today your family is more prosperous, less

prosperous, or about as prosperous as under the Taliban government?
IMLOTE PTOSPEIOUS. ...eeuetieutieeniitetteeriteertteesiteesbte e teeebeeeteeebaeebeesbeeenbeeebaesbeesnbaesnbeesbaesnnees 10%
eSS PIOSPEIOUS ....eeutieiiiieeitie ittt ettt ettt ettt et ettt et e st e st e s bt e sabeesabeesabeesseeenaneenes 37%
01  ADOUL @S PIOSPETOUS........eeuriririnrertieieeieeetetententente et eieeueeateeesesaesresbesueeseeseensensensennenee 42%
Absent during Taliban rUle.........ccoecveviiriiiinininincetceee et 9%
DN T KIOW <.ttt ettt ettt et et e e s et e sae e et et e eneeeneenneens 2%

42. For statistical purposes only, we need to know your total annual household income for last year.
Will you please tell me which of the following categories best represents your total family income
in the last one year? [READ CATEGORIES ALOUD.|
Less than 12,000 AfS ... e e e eeae e e eareeeen 11%
12,001 — 20,000 ATS ..ceiieiirieeieeteteeere ettt sttt 21%
20,001 = 50,000 ALS ..c.eirtirierieeieeteteeerte ettt sttt 23%
50,001 — 100,000 ATLS ....eeiuieeieieieie ettt ettt ettt ettt te ettt et e e seetesseeneeseeneensesensenee e 9%
More than 100,000 ATS ...c.cueeeiieeiieeie ettt ettt e sbeesb e sbeesebeesbeessbeesnseennns 5%
RETUSEA. ...ttt ettt ettt st esae ettt enteeneenneens 0%
DNt KIOW ..ttt ettt ettt ettt st sbe e e e 31%

IV. FAVORABILITY

Now I’'m going to ask what you think about some people, organizations and countries.

43.

44,

45.

Zahir Shah: Is your opinion of Zahir Shah very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat
unfavorable, or very unfavorable?

VEry fAVOTADIC.......eiiiiiieiiciecieeee ettt ettt et et e e s taestaesaeesbeenseeraennne e 38% 77%
SOMEWNAL fAVOTADIE..........cooeiiiiiieeeeeee e 39%
Somewhat UNTAVOTADIE ........c...ooiiiiiiiiieeeeeee e 7%
Very UNFavOrable. ......cc.ooviiriiiiiiiiiiiiecte ettt 7% 13%
I D 7o) 4 W A < 10 ) AU 10%

Hamid Karzai: Is your opinion of Hamid Karzai very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat
unfavorable, or very unfavorable?

VEry fAVOTADIC.......eiiiiiieiiciieciee ettt ettt et et e e b e s saestaesaeesbeenseeneennnens 48% 85%
SomeWhat faAVOTrabIe...........ooiviiiiiiiciece et e 37%
Somewhat UNfavOrable........cc.oioviiiiiiciicce et 5%
Very UNTAVOTADIC. ......ocuviiieiieiecie ettt sttt e seaesneesseenteenseensennnens 5% 10%
DON E KNOW ..ottt ettt ettt e et e et e e et e e tbeesaseestaeesaseentseensseesseenseeenens 5%

Jihadi leaders: Is your opinion of the Jihadi leaders very favorable, somewhat favorable,
somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable?

VETY faVOTADI. .....eeiiiiiiiiicert ettt ettt ettt 7%  29%
SoMEWhAL TAVOTADIE.........oiiiiiiiii ettt et 22%
Somewhat UNfavorable...........coouiiiiiiiiiii et 21%
Very UNTAVOTADIC. .. ...ooiieiieiieciieieeieet ettt ettt estaestaesaeebeessessnessnenns 44% 64%
DON E KNOW ..ottt ettt e e et e e st e e e abe e tbeesabeebbeeaseetseesseensseenseeennns 7%
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46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

Foreign aid workers in Afghanistan: Is your opinion of foreign aid workers in Afghanistan very

favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable?

V5 7 A0 21 o) LTS 29%
SOMEWNAL TAVOTADIE .....cciiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee et e e e eaaaae s 51%
SOMEWNAt UNTAVOTADIE ...t e e e e e naaaeeeas 6%
Very Unfavorable..... ..o 7%
DON T KNOW 1.t e e e ettt e e e e e eeataaeeeeeeeeestaaneeeeeesnnaes 7%

The Taliban: Is your opinion of the Taliban very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat
unfavorable, or very unfavorable?

VEry fAVOTADIC......eiiiieiieiieiieeee ettt s se e s esae et e e s seenseennens 3%
SOMEWNAL fAVOTADIE..........cooviiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e 10%
Somewhat UNTaVOrable............oooviiiiiiiii e 13%
Very Unfavorable........coouiriiiiiiiniiieiceercere ettt 62%
I D7) 4 W A < 10 ) AR 12%

The United States: Is your opinion of the United States very favorable, somewhat favorable,
somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable?

VEry fAVOTADIC.......eiiieiieiieciiecieee ettt e b e staeste e beesseesbeeseeeaeenseenes 13%
SomeWhat faAVOrabIe..........oooiiiiiiiiiie ettt 51%
Somewhat UNfAVOTrable.........c.eeciiiiiiiiiiccieece et beeeane s 8%
Very UNTAVOTaDIC. ......ocuieiieiieiieieee ettt s saesseeseensesnnesneenne 16%
DON E KNOW .ttt et ettt et e et b e e etbeesteeeteeebaeeaseeearaeensesenreesaseeans 11%

The United Nations or UN. Is your opinion of the UN very favorable, somewhat favorable,
somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable?

VErY faVOTabIe......c.eiviiiiiriiiiiiicecerc ettt 51%
SomeWhat faAVOTrabIe..........oooiiiiiiiciiee ettt 33%
Somewhat UNfavOrable.........c.oioiviiiiiiiicce ettt 5%
Very UNTAVOTADIC. ......ociieiiiiiiiieiccie ettt e e e sbeeseesbesseesseesseenseessens 2%
DON E KNOW ..ottt ettt ettt et e st e e e tbe e tbeesabe e tbe e sseentseesseensseenseeenens 9%

80%

13%

13%

75%

65%

24%

84%

7%

US military forces in Afghanistan. Is your opinion of the US military forces in Afghanistan very

favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable?

VEry favOrabIe.....co.eouiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeecceee et 20%
SoMEWhAL TAVOTADIE......c..oiiiieiieiicce et ettt e 47%
SomeWhat UNTAVOTrADIE........c.eiiiiiiii ettt es 6%
Very Unfavorable..........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiceee e e 17%
DNt KNOW .ottt ettt ettt e et e e eteeeeteeeetaeeseeetaeearesenveeeaneeans 10%
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V. ELECTION AWARENESS, PERCEPTIONS, AND EXPECTATIONS

S1. Have you heard anything about elections coming in Afghanistan?
YOS ottt CONTINUE ..ottt 91%
INO e GO TO Q53 ..o 9%
52. Do you happen to know for which month and year the elections are scheduled? PLEASE
RECORD ACTUAL MONTH AND YEAR MENTIONED FIRST AND THEN CODE
OPTION
LT 0T} 0 T (<3 416 SRR 735
Gave month other than June 2004............cooiiiiiiie e 7%
Heard of elections in June 2004 ............cocoiiriiiiieeesee et 72%
DON’t KNOW/INO TESPOIISE. ...c.neneietetestteteeiceiee e ste ettt et eie et et e ee e sbeetesbeeaeeseeneensensenaesneeee 20%
RESPONAGNLS.......eouvieiiiieieiiecieete ettt ettt et e et e ettt e et e esbessaesstessaesseesseesseessesssenseenseessaesseensennsenses 804
53. Under the new constitution of Afghanistan, a President of Afghanistan will be elected in 2004.
This will be followed by an election for the members of parliament. Every Afghan 18 years and
above will be able to vote in these elections.
Do you think you will vote in this election?
Y S ittt CONTINUE........ocoiiieieeeeeee 81%
N0t GOTO Q.55 .. 10%
Don’t KNOW/NOot SUT€.........cccveeeveeeereeecrieeneens GOTOQSS ..t 9%
54, (IF WILL VOTE): What are the most important reasons why you want to vote? DO NOT
READ OUT OPTIONS. MULTIPLE RESPONSES ALLOWED, CODE ALL
MENTIONED
LT o0} 1 T (<3 £ PP 652
T0 Ch0o0SE MY LEAACTS.....c..eeiieiieiiieiieiieeee ettt et e e eneeens 66%
TS Y TIZHE .ottt s 58%
TO DIINEZ PEACE.....cueeuieiiiniiteie sttt ettt st 30%
It Will help the COUNIY .....coeiiiiiiniiiiecccc et 27%
To bring prosperity / TeCONSIIUCTION. .......covetririeiriiieirieteieeteeesre e 27%
It is my obligation as a CItiZEN t0 VOLE........ccevuerueuerieieirieieiinieeeenreteies e 21%
I Want t0 EXPIeSS MY VIEWS ....couevuieieieieieienientisie st eeeeeeeete st st eesne e 14%
New government will be established ..........cccccvevieiieniiciiciiceeee e 0%
StrONG GOVEIMIMENT ... .ieiutieiiieriieriienteenteesteestteesteestteesiaeenseeessaeesseeessseenseeenssessees 0%
80 Other (, SPECIFY) ittt 0%
DOon’t KNOW ..ottt sttt et et 0%
GO TO Q.56
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55. (IF WILL NOT VOTE OR DON’T KNOW/ NOT SURE): What are the most important
reasons why you may not vote? DO NOT READ OUT OPTIONS. MULTIPLE RESPONSES
ALLOWED, CODE ALL MENTIONED

LT 0T} 1 T (<3 £ PR 151

Don’t know how elections WOTK ...........cccccuivininirininieieiecee e 27%
Don’t understand POLILICS ......cc.eoerireriririeieiecteeneere et 24%
Personal reasons: to0 0ld, SiCK, €LC. ....ccvviiieiiiiieeiie e 22%
Won’t have permission/women not allowed to vote/cannot leave house.................... 16%
INOE INEETESTEA ...ttt ettt ettt ettt eae et et e e b e beseeebeeseeneenes 10%
Fear of intimidation / violence/ INSECUTILY .......coecerverieuerierererieeneneecnieneecsreneeiesneneene 8%
Don’t know enough about the parties / candidates...........c.ccccevereerienecenenecenieneennens 7%
Don’t SUPPOTE ANY PATLY ...eeeneieeiiieeiieeiieeiee et et st e st et e st e esiaeesreesbaeessaeebaeeseesnnes 7%
New government will be established ...........c.occiviiiiiiiiniinic e, 2%
Other (SPECIFY) .ottt 3%
DON E KIOW ittt st sttt s 15%
ASK ALL

LT 0T} 1 T (<3 416U 804

56. Do you think that voting in the election will make a big difference, some difference, little
difference, or no difference at all?
Big difference. .. ..c..oviiiiiiiiiicce e e 44% 77%
SOME QIFETEICE ..ottt sttt 33%
Little differenCe . ..c..oovieeeeieiieeeeeee et 4%
NO dIfference at @ll..........coeiiiiiieie et 2% 6%
DON E KIIOW ..ottt sttt 16%

57. Now I am going to read you some information sources. For each, please tell me if you like to get

information about the election process from that source.

(READ LIST, MULTIPLE RESPONSES ALLOWED)

RAGIO .t 72%
Village chief or community leader .............ccocoocoiniiiiiciiniciiccce, 33%
TV ettt 28%
INCWSPAPETS. .evveeereeeutieeiieesteeeteesteeeteesteeesseesteeeseesnseeenseesseeeseessseenssesnsseensns 20%
POStErs With PICTUIES ....veeivieiieieiieiierie ettt e b e seaesbeesbeenne e, 15%
REliZIOUS 1CAACT .....veevvieieiieieeieee ettt e, 13%
Delegates from your area who attended the Constitutional Loya Jirga ............. 12%
A PUDLIC MEELING ....veeeereiieeiieiieieeie ettt ettt et enaeeseesseeseenee, 10%
SChOOI tEACKET ...ttt 5%
Special election video shown in your neighborhood ...........cccccceveviiiinincnnne, 4%
Through songs by famous SINZETS .........ceceeveevierierienineninneneeeecereeerereneeens 3%
USINE POCLLY ..ottt sttt sttt sttt et be e b 1%
A CArtOON DOOK ...ttt 1%
USING COMEAIANS. ...c.euvenriiiiieiiiteieitrt ettt ettt 1%
DON t KNOW ...ttt 0%
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ASK Q.58 ONLY TO THOSE WHO CODE RADIO IN Q.57. FOR OTHERS GO TO Q.59

58. On the radio, which of the following ways would you like to receive information about the
election process? (READ LIST, MULTIPLE RESPONSES ALLOWED)
T 0T} T (<3 £ R 576
News features or dOCUMENTATIES .......ccueeruereerierierieie et eeee e 63%
RAAIO Aramas ........c.eeiuieieiiiiee e e 49%
Short 1-minute ANNOUNCEMENLS .....c..eevieeeerieriienteeteeteeeeeeeeseeeseeeeeeneesneeseeenseeneeas 51%
Talk shows with interviews and diSCUSSIONS ..........cceeuerieierierieneseeeeeeeeieeeeeeenes 22%
DN E KNOW ettt eee ettt e e seeenes 0%
59. In which language would you prefer to receive information about the election? (SINGLE
RESPONSE ONLY)
T o) 1 T (<3 £ PR 804
DIATT .ttt e st 49%
o2 1] 1o PSR 44%
L8727 S USRS SRURURRN 3%
P03 5T 2 1 TSRS 1%
TUIKI ettt b e et b et e et e te bttt ebe e st e st et e nbeebe e 0%
UTAU 1ttt ettt ettt ekttt e bt e st e st et et et e eb e e bt eseebeeneens e senbeabeeaean 0%
HINAIT -ttt ettt ettt beeh e n e et et beebesae e 0%
ENGLISH oottt be b e b e srteere e teenseensensaen 0%
AATADIC .ottt bbbt bbbt b e bbbt et et et e be b e 0%
HAZATAG ....eevieiiciceeeeee ettt et ettt te et e e et e s tae s ra e beesbeesbeesteeteenteenreensensaens 0%
PASHACE ...c..etiiiiieite et ettt 0%
We are not interested N €lECHIONS ......c.eeverierieiieiieie ettt enneas 0%
Other (SPECIFY) .ottt sttt sttt et et ettt 0%
DION T KIOW <.ttt ettt ettt e bt b e bt e bt e e saeesae e teenteeneeeneenneens 3%
60. Have you heard anything about people being required to register themselves to vote in the coming
elections?
Y S ettt et h e bbbt a et e b bbbt bt et et sbe e saeeaeeaee 90%
N0ttt b et et e e eh bbbttt ea bt et sbe e bt et et eateeaneninent 5%
DON L KIIOW ..ottt sttt ettt bbbt ettt e e 5%
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VI. ELECTION LEGITIMACY AND CONCERNS

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

Do you think the elections will be free and fair or do you think they will not be free and fair?

WL DE fre€ and FaIT ...oooiieeiiieeice ettt eeens 37%
Wil N0t be free and FAIr ........ooovviiiiiiiiccc et 4%
DON T KNOW / T1OT SUIC....vveieiieeie ettt eee e ettt e e e et eeenaeeesenteeeeennaneeeenseeesenneeeeenns 60%

I’m going to mention some problems that can happen in elections. For each one, tell me if you
think it is possible in the coming elections. (READ ITEMS OUT, CODE EACH ONE THEY
SAY IS POSSIBLE, MULTIPLE RESPONSES ACCEPTED

BUYINE OF VOES ..ottt st st s s 60%
Cheating in the VOTE COUNL......c..eriiiriiiririiirentcceterte ettt 50%
Husbands 1ot 1etting WiVES VOIE........ccevierierieriieieeieetieieeteeteeeesteesreesessaessnesseesseenseenns 24%
Intimidation against VOters Or Party aCtiVIStS........ccveeveevueriereerieerieiieseesseereeresseesseesseesnens 8%
Finding out for whom people voted without their Saying ............cccocvevieviieciiniierierieeieeenns 6%
None Of these POSSIDIE ........ccuiriiriieiieiiee et ee e ens 5%
Don’t KNOW/NO TESPONSE.....vvevierrieieeiiesiieiieteeeeeeeesseeseesesaessnesseessesnsennns (DO NOT READ)

17%

If a party gives someone money and they accept it, do you think the correct action is to vote for
that party, or is it right for them to vote for whatever party they prefer?

Vote for party SIVINE MOMNEY .....c..ccevveriererieieierieteerteeeetenteetetestetestestesesteseesesaeeeresteeenesaeneas 6%
Vote for party they Prefer.........cco ittt 73%
DON T KIOW ittt et sttt 21%

Do you think the election will be like the Loya Jirga election, where people voted publicly and
others could see their choices, or do you think they will vote privately, where no one can see for
who they vote?

Publicly, PEOPLE CAN SEE .....c.eoueiuieiiiiriiniiniceieeeeeee et e 32%

Privately, PeOple CANNOL SEE .......c.evuiiuiiiieeieiieiieie ettt 24%
01 Don’t know 44%

Have you heard whether there will be non-partisan groups to observe and monitor the elections?

Yes, there Will DE MONITOTS ........viiiiiiieieieieeeeeee et eeee e e e eaeeeeeeareeeenes 40%
No, I have not heard 0f MONITOTS. ..........ooivviieiiriie e 37%
DON E KNOW .ttt ettt ettt e ve e e b e e s be e s abeesaaeestbeesaseessseessseesseesaeenns 22%
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VILI.

VOTER EDUCATION MESSAGES

Here is some information about the coming elections.

66.

67.

68.

69.

Everyone will mark their vote on a paper in private, fold it up, and put it in a box, so no one will see
for whom you vote. Your vote will be your secret.

Does this make you much more confident, somewhat more confident, a little more confident, or no more confident that the
elections will be free and fair?

MuUch MOTE CONTIAEIIE ......vvviiiiiiiei ettt e e e et e e e e e seaaeeesenaeeeenns 37% 67%
Somewhat MOTe CONTIAENL. ........ccuviiiiiiiii it e e e e e e eeaae e e s eaaeeeas 30%

A Tittle MOTE CONTIAENL .....vvviiiieiiie et e e e e e s eaaeeeeas 11%

INO MOTE CONTIACNL. ... ..viiiiiiiiiieeie et e e e et e e e et e e e eaaeeeenns 3% 13%
Don’t know

Because voting will be secret, even if political parties give people money for their votes, people will
still be able to vote for the party they like.

Does this make you much more confident, somewhat more confident, a little more confident, or no more confident that the
elections will be free and fair?

65%
17%
Because voting will be secret, even if political parties make threats to get people to vote for their
candidates, people will still be able to vote for the party they like.
Does this make you much more confident, somewhat more confident, a little more confident, or no more confident that the
elections will be free and fair?
Much mOre CONFIACNL .........oeiiieiiiieieieeeceee e e e e e e eeareeeenns 29% 58%
Somewhat more confident..
A little MOTE CONTIAENL ....covviiiiiiiiic e e
INO MOTE CONTIAENL. ....eeiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt e e e et e e e e e e e aaeeeeeeesennaaraeeeeeeas 5% 18%
I D 7o) 4 W A < 10 ) AR 24%

Groups of monitors independent of the parties will observe every step of the elections and inform
the people (authorities) of any cheating.

Does this make you much more confident, somewhat more confident, a little more confident, or no more confident that the
elections will be free and fair?

Much mOore CONFIACNL ...........oooiiiiiiiie e e e e e e eeaaeeeenns 46% 75%
Somewhat more CONFIACNL..........c..cooiiiiiiiiie e 29%
A little MOTe CONTIAENL .....cvviiiiiic e e e e 9%
NO MOTE CONTIARIL.......iieviieiieeie ettt e et e et e et eeeteeeeteeeeaeeeeaeeenseeens 2% 11%
DON T KNOW ..o et e ettt e et e e e et e e e et e e e eeaaee e eeaveeeeeteeeeeans 14%



70. Some people would prefer Afghan monitors, while others prefer monitors from other countries.
Would you prefer Afghan monitors, foreign monitors, or are both equally acceptable?

ATZHAN ONILOTS. ....cueiiiiiiitiieitieere ettt sttt et sae e 20%
FOIeIgN MONITOTS ......eouiiiiiiiiiiieciceiesece e s 32%
Both equally acceptable .........c..cocviiiriiiiiiii e 39%
DON E KIOW ..ottt sttt et et b e sttt 9%
71. If the monitors are Afghans, would you prefer ones from your area or from another area?
FTOM YOUT QTA .....eiiiieeiiieciieceeetee sttt ettt ettt et e st e e s e e sab e e s ebeeaaeenseeaneens 14%
FIom another aTea ..........coccevirieiriinieiiiinctienecetee ettt sttt 36%
A INIX o e 42%

01 Don’tknow 8%

72. Now that you have heard these things, do you think the elections will be free and fair or do you
think they will not be free and fair?

WL DE € AN FAIT ..eeeiiieeie ettt e e s e e e eeaveeeenes 69%
Wil N0t DE fre€ and FAIT .....eeiiieiiii et e e nre e e eaaes 3%
DON T KNOW / T10E SUTC....ovieieeeieie et eeee e ettt e e et e e eaeeeseteeeesenaeeeeenaeeesenneeeeenes 27%

VIIl. DEMOCRATIC VALUES

Now I'd like to ask about something else. A lot of people in Afghanistan today are talking about
democracy.

73. If a country is called a democracy, what does that mean to you?
23 CTSTa (o) 1 o LS 39%
RiIhtS and AW .....coooiiiiiiiiiiiiciic et 21%
Government 0f the PEOPLE .........couiruiiiiieiiiee et 20%
PRACE ..ttt et s 20%
WOMEN’S TIZNLS ...ttt ettt ettt et e et e e b e esbessaessaesseeseensesnsensnenns 11%
IS1AMIC AEMOCTACY ....ovveiieiiieiiieieciie et ettt ettt et et te e beesbessaessaessaesseesseessesssensaens 8%
PLOSPEIILY ..vevietieitieetietieett ettt ettt ettt et e et e bt e teesbeesseesaesseesseenseessesssesseeseesseessenssensnens 8%
ELECHIOMNS ...ttt sttt eb ettt e 4%
COMIMUIISIN ..ttt ettt ettt sb bbbt et et e b sa e bt e bt ea b et et e bt sbeebeebeessenbenbenbenaea 1%
Democracy cannot helP US ......coeoieriieiiiiieiecieeeeee et 0%
Democracy has bad MEaNnINg........c.covevieerieieieiiieneencreeeeeeteee ettt 0%
Democracy has N0 MEANING ......coeviririirieieieietene ettt sttt nestestesre e 0%
2T 5 o ) & SR URURRRRRORN 0%
Freedom Of TeIIZIOMN .....c..eouiiriiieiiiie ettt s 0%
Freedom of speech & DEliefs. .......oouiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 0%
It’S the 1aW OF WESLEITIETS ......eeuiiieieitiee ettt eneene 0%
Its against our religion and CULUIE ...........ccvieiieieeieieieeteee e 0%
Liberation according to ISIamic VAIUES ............ccuieiieierieiieiecie e 0%
SEEONE GOV ..iiiiieiiieiie ettt ettt et et e et e et e et e e beeeabeesabeesateesnsaesnseesnbaesnseesasaennnseas 0%
We can defend our Tight.........ccoooiioiiiiiiiee e 0%
We do N0t WANt EMOCTACY .....veeuveiiieeiieiieie ettt ete et e et se e e sseesaeesseesseensesnsensnens 0%
Western democracy is dangerous for ISIam...........ccoecevieririiniieiceieee e 0%
Wil dEVEIOP QUL COUNIIY.c..ouvitiriiiieiieiieitetetente sttt ettt sttt et saesnesae b bt eaeeanens 0%
OLhers (SPECITY) weuverviriiriieieeieie ettt sttt sttt sae e 0%
DON’t KNOW / TIOE SUTE.....etiiieiieiieieie ettt ettt sttt e b et e e e e e e e 36%



74.

75.

76.

7.

What, if anything, is the most important thing that democracy in Afghanistan will bring you
personally?

FIEEAOMI ..ottt st sttt 30%
PRACE ..t et 27%
Rights and JaW ..o 24%
PIOSPETILY ...t e e 16%
WOMEN’S TIZIES ..coveviiieniiieieetere ettt ettt ettt st eee 16%
Government 0f the PEOPIE .........ouiiiiiiiiie e 14%
IS1aMIC AEMOCTACY ....c.veveriiniiiiriiiciiitetct sttt sttt sttt st ere 11%
ELECHIOMNS ...ttt ettt b ettt e et e ke e bt eb e ene et e teabeebeeneenean 5%
COMIMUIISIN ...ttt ettt et sbeeb s e e s e et e b e sbe e bt e st es b et et e bt sbeebesaeessensenbenbenaea 1%
Democracy cannot helP US .....c.ecieriieiieiieieeiieeeie ettt seebeenne s 0%
ELECLION ..ottt ettt st sttt et e 0%
Freedom of speech & DEliefs.........ccvvviiieriieiieeeeee e 0%
Liberation according to ISIamic VAIUES ........c.coeviririniiinieieiciencecs e 0%
ANATCHY ..ttt ettt st sttt e 0%
Democracy brings NOthing t0 ME .......cccceeeieieiiniiniinenieeneeeeetete sttt 0%
Freedom for women according to the Islamic values...........ccoccoevenininininiienciicncnencnns 0%
It Will provide WOTK fOr US......c.eiieiiiieie et 0%
LaW fOT PEOPIE -ttt et sttt et 0%
RECONSIIUCLION ...ttt a ettt sttt be bt ese et e e beebeseeeneas 0%
Reconstruction & rehabilitation ............coeeeeiiiiiiieiee e 0%
We do N0t NEEA AEMOCTACY .....vveviiiieiiiiiieeiieieeie ettt ereeae e eesbeeaessaesreesseesseessesssensaens 0%
We just accept Islam as @ religION ......c.ccvieiieiieriieiieieeeeceese e 0%
OtherS (SPECILY) cuvieeieieeiietiee ettt ettt ettt et e saesnaesseesseenseennesneenseenseens 1%
DON’t KNOW/MOE SUTE......c.viiiieiiieiieieiertestesi ettt ettt sttt 37%

Do you think that all political parties, even the ones most people do not like, should be allowed to

hold meetings in your area?

01 Don’t know 23%

Suppose a friend of yours supported a party you don’t like. Would you accept that, or would it

end your friendship?

WOULA BCCEPL Tt ..ottt st ne e 49%
Would end friendShip ......c..coeviririiiiiiic e e 23%
01 Don’t know / not sure 28%

If members of the Taliban lay down their weapons, do you think they should or should not be
allowed to stand in the elections?

Should DE AllOWEd ......cevvieeeeeeie e 59%
Should NOt BE AILOWEA .......ccouveeiieeieeeeeee e e e e 25%
01 Don’t know 16%
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I’m going to read some ideas. Please tell me if you agree with each.

78.

79.

80.

81.

82.

“It is a good thing that the government should allow peaceful opposition” Do you agree or
disagree? WAIT FOR RESPONSE AND THEN ASK - Strongly or somewhat?

AGIEE SITOMELY ...ttt ettt sttt nae e 47%
AGIee SOMEWRAL ..ot 30%
DiSagree SOMEWNAL ......c..couiiiiiiieieieetere ettt sttt e 1%
DiSAIEE SLIONGLY ...c.voiiiiiiiiiiciicieeee ettt e 5%
DON E KIOW ..ottt st e 16%

78%

6%

“Everyone should have equal rights under the law, regardless of their gender, ethnicity or religion”
Do you agree or disagree? WAIT FOR RESPONSE AND THEN ASK - Strongly or somewhat?

A GIEE SETOMNELY ...vieniieiiieie ettt ettt ettt et e et e s e s aee st esbeeneesntesaee st enseenseenseenaenraens 71%
AGIee SOMEWRAL ..ot 18%
DiSagree SOMEWNAL ......c..ooiiiiiiieieieeere ettt sttt e 1%
DiSAIEE SLIONGLY ...cuviviiieiiiiieiieiee ettt bttt e 1%
DON E KIOW ..ottt s st 9%

89%

2%

“In Afghanistan, it is good for political parties to be peacefully involved in politics.” What do you
think about this idea? Do you agree or disagree? WAIT FOR RESPONSE AND THEN ASK -

Strongly or somewhat?

A GIEE SEIONELY ..ottt ettt et et e s e s aee st esseeneesnaesaee st enseenseenbeenaenraens 51%
AGIee SOMEWRAL......c.eiiiiitiitiitieieeieet ettt sttt ettt st sbeebeene 29%
DiSagree SOMEWNAL ......c.coouiiiiiiiiriiicecet ettt ettt se e 1%
DiISAIEE SLIONGLY ...cuvitiiiiiiiieiieieeeree ettt ettt e 5%
DON E KIOW ..ottt ettt st 14%

“Religious authorities should lead people in obeying the obligations of their faith while political
leaders should make decisions about how the government is run.” What do you think about this
idea? Do you agree or disagree? WAIT FOR RESPONSE AND THEN ASK - Strongly or

somewhat?

A GIEE SETONELY ..ottt ettt ettt et et seee s ae et e ebeenaesneesaee st enseenseenbeenaennaens 46%
AGIee SOMEWRAL......c.eitiiiriiitiitieieeieet ettt sttt ettt bbb b ebeene 32%
DiSagree SOMEWNAL ......cc.oiiiiiiiiiiiiicieeee ettt sttt 4%
DiSAIEE SLIONGLY ...ceviiiiieiiiiieiieieeee ettt ettt e e 8%
DON E KIOW ..ottt ettt 10%

“If political leaders do not listen to criticism from the people, they should lose their positions.”

80%

6%

78%

12%

Do you agree or disagree? WAIT FOR RESPONSE AND THEN ASK - Strongly or somewhat?

F N e I (01114 ST 69%
AGIEE SOMEWRAL. ......iiiiiitiiiiitiee ettt ettt st be e eee 19%
DiSagree SOMEWNAL ......c.eiiiiiiiiiiieeceee ettt s 2%
DiSAGIEE SEIONELY ..oouvieiiiiieiieieeie ettt ettt ettt e s aaeseeesseeseenseennesseesseenseenseensensnens 3%
DION L KIIOW ..ottt et b e bbbttt et be e 7%
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83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

Other people say: “An Islamic country can be democratic without becoming too Western. It can still keep its Islamic values’

Some people say: “Decision should be made based on what the majority wants, even if the
minority disagrees.”

Which is closer to your view?

What MAJOTIEY WIS ....cvitiiiriieiieietetentente ettt ettt ettt se e 43%
There should be COMPIOMISE ....c..covevuiriiriiieiiienieneree ettt 44%
01 Don’tknow 13%

Some people say: “Democracy will bring Westernization and too much freedom and challenge
Islamic values.”

s

Which is closer to your view?

Democracy challenges Islamic Values..........cccoceirereoininieiiiencinncneeneeeseeee e 9%
Islam can be demOCTAIC QIS0 ........ceouviieuiieeiieieiee ettt ettt ettt eae e eveeeaee e 52%
01 Don’t know 40%

Others say: “It is more important to get as much agreement as possible between the minority and majority, even if the majority
must compromise.”

How much influence do you think someone like you can have over government decisions — a lot,

some, very little, or none at all?

2N L R 12%
SOIMIE ..t e ettt e e e e e et e e e e e s e ettt et e e e s e e —t e et e ee s e e aaaaeeeeeseennaaaeeas 21%
VETY LIS .o 19%
Ao AT - 1§ PP 26%
(O D 7o) s A < 1 (e ) AU RRPRRTR 22%

How interested are you in politics? Very interested, somewhat interested, not very interested, or
not interested at all?

VEIY INEEIESTEA ....uvieeiiiieiieieee ettt ettt et e et eetaesseesseenseensesseesseeseenseensesnsensnens 7%
SOMEWNAL INTETESTEA ......eeeeeeeeieecieeeeeeeeee e e e e e e et e e et e e e eenneeeeenneeeas 27%
NOE VEIY INEETESLEA .....cueniitiiiitieieeieee ettt ettt ettt aesae b eaeene 17%
NOt INTETESTEA At A1 ...eeiiiiiiieiiiiiee e e e et e e e e e e eanaaeees 36%
DON T KNOW 1.ttt e e e e e e e e e e e e e s enaaaeeeeeeesennsaaaeeeeeeean 13%

How often do you discuss politics with friends? Almost all the time, often, not very often, or
almost never?

AIMOST A1 ThE TIME ....eeeiieeiiicce e et e et eeeaaeeeeennes 6%
(51 4 RSO 11%
NOE VEIY OFLEI ..ottt sttt e te et e s aeeeatesseeseenseenseensesnnens 33%
AIMOSE NEVET / INEVET ..ot e e e e e et e e eeaneeeeeaeeeeenneeean 38%
DON T KNOW ..ot e e et e e et e e e e e e e et e e e eenneeeeenneeesereeeeenns 13%

33%

45%

34%

52%

16%

71%



Please tell me how interested you would be in the following activities.

88. Listening to a radio broadcast of ordinary people asking questions to candidates of the different
parties during the election campaign. Would you be very interested, somewhat interested, not
very interested, or not interested at all in listening to such a broadcast?

VETY INTETESTEA ... ..t 27%  58%
SOMEWRNAL INLETESTEA .....e.eeeeeeiieie ettt ettt ettt sae 31%
NOt VEry INTEIESIEA ...ttt 13%
NOt INEIESted At AlL ......eeeiiiii ettt 19% 32%
DN E KIIOW .ottt sttt 10%

89. Attending a meeting in your area where candidates from the different parties are present and

ordinary people ask them questions.

Would you be very interested, somewhat interested, not very interested, or not interested at all in attending such a meeting?

e 7 11113 (S (< RS 29% 60%
SOMEWNAL INTETESTEA ......eeeeeeeeeeecieie et e e e e e et eeeteeeeeenneeeeeneeeas 31%
NOE VEIY INEETESLEA .....cueeniitiiiiiieiieieeit ettt sttt nesae b s eaeene 11%
NOt INETESTEA AL A1 ...eeiiiiieieiiiiie e e e et e e e e e e e e ennaaeees 20% 31%
DON T KNOW ..ot e ettt e e e e e e et e e e e s eeaaaneeeeeesssssaaeeeeesesnnnes 9%

FOR MALE RESPONDENTS GO TO Q.91
90. ASK WOMEN ONLY: Attending a meeting with other women from your area to discuss the
problems facing women.

LT o0} 1 T (<] £ TR 404

Would you be very interested, somewhat interested, not very interested, or not interested at all in attending such a meeting?

VEIY INEEIESTEA ..ovvieiiieeiieiieiieieeie ettt ste et e et e et e st e e be e b e esbeesaessaesseesseessesssesseesseenseenns 38% 63%
SOMEWNAL INTETESTEA ......veeeeeeeeecieee et e e e et e e et eeeeenneeeeenneeeas 24%
NOt VEIY INEEIESTEM ....veeviieiiiiieeieeieie ettt e e te s et e st ete e e e ssneesaesseanseensennsens 12%
NOt INtereSted At @ll ........oooiiueiiieeiiee et as 14% 26%
I D 7o) 4 W A < 10 ) AR 11%

IX. WOMEN AND POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

91. Now let’s talk specifically about women related issues. What is the biggest problem facing
women in this area today? DO NOT READ OPTIONS. SINGLE RESPONSE ONLY.
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92. (AFTER RESPONSE: And the next biggest? DO NOT READ OPTIONS. SINGLE

RESPONSE ONLY.
Qo1. Q92. Next
Biggest Biggest
Problem Problem

Lack of rights / women’s rights 26% 8%
Education / illiteracy 22% 25%
Health care 15% 17%
Under control of men / men have power 10% 12%
Can’t leave homes 7% 4%
Forced marriages/ dowry 6% 11%
Poverty 6% 12%
Security 3% 3%
Domestic violence 1% 3%
Women have no problems 1% 0%
Other, (Specify) 0% 1%
Don’t know 2% 3%

93. Do you think women need to ask their husband’s permission to vote in the elections, or do you
think they do not need to ask permission to vote?
Women need to ask for PermiSSION ..........ccveruieciieieiiereeie ettt sae e e 87%
Do not need to aSK PEIMISSION .....ecvviieieriieriieiieteeeesteeteere e see e eseeaesseesseesseesseessesssensaens 5%
DION L KIIOW .ottt ettt ettt be st eb et 9%
FOR MALE RESPONDENT GO TO Q.95

94. MARRIED WOMEN: Do you think that your husband would give you permission to vote if you
ask?
UNMARRIED WOMEN: Do you think that your male elder would give you permission to vote
if you ask?

RESPONAGIES. ....euiieiiieeiieciee ettt ettt e ettt et e e te e e ateestbeessaeeabaeesseeenseeanseesnseeanssessseenssenne 404
RS 4 TS 70131 U F PR RPRROPRR 64%
INO, NE WOULA T10T ...t e e et eeaaeeseenneeeens 15%
I don’t need to ask him (DON’T READ OUT, MUST BE VOLUNTEERED) ............. 0%
DON L KIIOW .ottt st b e sttt 20%

GO TO Q.96
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95. MARRIED MEN: Do you think you would give your wife permission to vote if she asks?
UNMARRIED MEN: If you were married. Do you think you would give your wife permission
to vote if she asks?

T o0} T (<3 £ 400
DI 70111 U RSSO PRR 80%
NO, TWOULA NOT ..o e e e aae e e e e e eenaeeeas 18%
She don’t need to ask me (DON’T READ OUT, MUST BE VOLUNTEERED) .......... 1%
DN T KIOW <.ttt ettt ettt ettt et e e e e s et e sae e et et e eneeeneenneens 1%
ASK ALL

RESPONAGIES. ....cutiiiiieeiieciee ettt ettt e st e ettt et e e tb e e abeestbeessaeenseeenseeenseeenseesnseeanssessseenssennes 804

96. If women vote, do you think that women should decide for themselves or should they receive
advice from men?
Women should decide for themselVes..........cccoeviriririniiieiieeeee e 21%
Men should advise them........ccueoiiriiiiiriniiite e 72%

DION T KIOW ..ttt b ettt et b et b e e eh e st e h et bt s bt e b et e b et eb et eb et e b e et e st se st e et nene 6%

97. If there are separate educational programs for men and women, should women participate in
programs to learn about the elections? DO NOT READ OUT RESPONSES.
Y B ettt bbbttt et b e bbbt et et sbe e saeenaeenee 80%
N0ttt ettt et et e e et h e h et ea e eat e s bt she ettt ea b e sanenbaent 6%
Women should participate together with men, not separately...........c.ccoccecevceeviiviencnencnnens 2%
DON E KIIOW ..ottt ettt ettt 11%
I’m going to read some statements. These are reasons that people give on why they think women
should be allowed to vote in the election. For each statement, please tell me to what degree you
agree or disagree.

98. Women will vote separately from men. They will not mix. So they should be allowed to vote.
What do you think about this statement? Do you agree or disagree? WAIT FOR RESPONSE
AND THEN ASK - Strongly or somewhat?
A GIEE SETONELY ...vieviiiieeie ettt ettt et e te et e st e st et e ebeenaesneesaee st enseenteenbeenaeeraen 60% 85%
AGIee SOMEWRAL......c.eiiiiitiitiitieieeieet ettt ettt et ettt sbe bbb eieene 25%
DiSagree SOMEWNAL ......c.c.couiiiiiiieieiceee ettt sttt e 2%
DiSAIEE SLIONGLY ...cuviiiiiiiiiiieiieietre ettt sttt e 3% 5%
DN T KIOW <.ttt ettt ettt et et e et e bt e b et e e nte et e eneesaeeeeenes 10%

99. The new constitution says men and women have equal rights, including the right to vote.
What do you think about this statement? Do you agree or disagree? WAIT FOR RESPONSE
AND THEN ASK - Strongly or somewhat?
A GIEE SEIONELY ..ottt ettt et et e st e s e e st esbeenee st e saee st enseenteenseenaennaens 63% 86%
AGIee SOMEWRAL......c.eiiiiitiitiitieiieiteit ettt ettt st sttt ettt bbb b eaeene 23%
DiSagree SOMEWNAL ......cc.ooiiiiiiieieicee ettt sttt e 3%
DiISAIEE SLIONGLY ...cuviviiiiiiiiieiieteerecr ettt sttt e 3% 5%
DN T KIOW <.ttt ettt ettt ettt e e seeesae e et e nteeneeeneeeneens 9%



100.

101.

102.

103.

In the election, everyone must vote for themselves. Men cannot vote in place of women. Women
must vote for themselves.

What do you think about this statement? Do you agree or disagree? WAIT FOR RESPONSE
AND THEN ASK - Strongly or somewhat?

ABIEE SEEONZLY ...ttt st 61% 85%
AGree SOMEWNAL..........cooiiiiiiiii e 25%
Disagree SOMEWRAL ..........ccoiiiiiiiiiiii e 3%
DiISAGIEE SLIONELY ..eevvieeiieiieiiieiieie e ete st ettt ettt e et e et e e e e saestaesseesseessesssesseesseensaensenssens 2% 5%
DON T KIOW ittt ettt 10%

When a woman votes, she supports her husband’s vote.

What do you think about this statement? Do you agree or disagree? WAIT FOR RESPONSE
AND THEN ASK - Strongly or somewhat?

ABIEE SEEONZLY ...ttt st 55% 85%
AGIEE SOMEWNAL.....c..eiiuiiiiiiiiteieierete ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt sbe e aeerene 30%
DiSagree SOMEWINAL .......ccuieiieiieiiecieiieie ettt ettt te e te e teebeesaessaessaesseenseenseessans 2%
DiSAGIEE SLIONELY ..eevvieeiieiieiieiiieie et ete sttt ettt e e ste et eesbeesaessaesreesseesseessesssesseensaensenssens 4% 6%
DN E KIIOW .ottt et b e bbbt ettt be e 9%

If the women in your community don’t vote, your community loses half its votes, and your
candidate may lose the election because of that. So women should vote.

What do you think about this statement? Do you agree or disagree? WAIT FOR RESPONSE
AND THEN ASK - Strongly or somewhat?

AGIEE SITONELY ...eevvieiiieiiietieciieste ettt ettt et e et e et e e be e te e b e esbeesbesseestaeseesseessesseesseenseenns 56% 86%
AGIEE SOMEWRAL. .....iiitiitiitiit ettt ettt st ene 30%
DiSagree SOMEWNAL ......c.cooiiiiiiiiiiiieicecetet ettt ettt s 2%
DiSAGIEE SEIONELY ..eouvieeiiiieiieieeie ettt ettt ettt ettt es e e aeseesseeseensesnnesseasseenseenseensensnens 2% 5%
DON L KIIOW ..ottt ettt et bbbt ettt be e 9%

Women are allowed to vote in Islamic democracies like Pakistan, Iran, Egypt, Bangladesh,
Malaysia and Indonesia and so they should vote in Afghanistan too.

What do you think about this statement? Do you agree or disagree? WAIT FOR RESPONSE
AND THEN ASK - Strongly or somewhat?

AGICE SITONELY ...eiviieiiieiiieiieeitecteeie ettt ettt et e et e et e beebeesbeesbeesaessaessaeseesseessesseesseenseenns 66% 85%
AGIee SOMEWRAL.......eiiiiiriiitiitieieeieet ettt sttt ettt bbb eaeene 20%
DiSagree SOMEWNAL ......cc.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiieteeer ettt ettt e 1%
DiSAGIEE SEIONELY ..eovvieeiiiieiieieeie ettt ettt ettt e e e e aae s aesseeseensesnsesseesseenseenseensensnens 3% 4%
DN T KIOW <.ttt ettt ettt ettt e bt et e bt enee st e sneesaeeneeenee 10%
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104. Many Islamic scholars have approved that women have the right to vote. So women should be
allowed to vote.

What do you think about this statement? Do you agree or disagree? WAIT FOR RESPONSE

AND THEN ASK - Strongly or somewhat?

AGIEE SITOMELY ..ttt ettt sttt et et sa e 72%
AGree SOMEWRAL ..o 18%
Disagree SOMEWNAL ......c..coiiiiiiiieiiiie ettt e 1%
DiISAIEE SLIONGLY ...cvviuiiiiiiiiieiceeeee et e 1%
DON E KIOW ..ottt s et 7%

TERMINATE INTERVIEW HERE FOR WOMEN (AFTER RECORDING NECESSARY
DETAILS)

105. MEN ONLY: Now that you have heard this,
MARRIED MEN: do you think you would give your wife permission to vote if she asked?

UNMARRIED MEN: suppose you were married. Do you think you would give your wife
permission to vote if she asked?

RESPONAGNES. ....cuiieiiieeiiecieeetee ettt ettt et e et e e tte e te e e ateestaeessaeensaeesseeenseeenseesnseeanssessseenseennns 400
NI 70111 U R RRRRROPRR 85%
INO, TWOULA 110 1.ttt eae e e et e e e e enae e e e enneeesetaeeeenns 12%
She doesn’t need to ask me (DON’T READ OUT, MUST BE VOLUNTEERED) ....... 1%
DN T KIOW <.ttt ettt ettt e et e st e s te e seenseenaesneesseenseenseensennsensaens 2%

THANK AND TERMINATE INTERVIEW (AFTER RECORDING NECESSARY DETAILS)
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90%

3%



For supervisor to code:
Check Details

Accompanied Scrutinized Spot Checked / | Signature Date
Back checked
Sup 01 02 03
COL. 86-87 88-89 90-91

ALSO POST CODE:

e Language in which interview was conducted:

e  Was the main interview conducted at respondent’s residence or at a more convenient place outside

home?
At 1eSPONAENE’S TESIACIICE ....veeieeieiieiesie ettt ettt ettt st be st ebe e e e e ee e e 84%
At some other place (OUtSIAE NOME) .......ccvieiiiiiiiiiiieie e 16%

e  Was there any other person present during the interview? For how long?

Family members/others were present almost throughout the interview .........cc.ccceeeveevevienenenn. 17%

Family members/other were present for about half the interview ..............ccococievicinnncn. 15%

Family members/others were present for a little while ... 23%

Nobody was present/respondent was alone (during the entire Interview) ........c.ccceevevervenennens 45%
HitH
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