Strife Erodes Afghan Optimism
Five Years After the Taliban’s Fall
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1. Generally speaking, do you think things in Afghanistan today are going in
the right direction, or do you think they are going in the wrong direction?

Right Wrong Mixed No opin.

10/19/06 55 22 17 5
10/18/05* 77 6 11 6
3/13/04* 64 11 8 16

*10/05, ABC News poll. 3/04, Charney Research poll.

2. (IF RIGHT DIRECTION) Why do you say that? (Up to two answers accepted.)

10/19/06 10/18/05 3/13/04

Good security 23 34 20
Peace/end of war 25 31 53
Disarmament 28 27 35
Freedom/free speech 23 17 11
Democracy/elections 12 15 9
Reconstruction/rebuilding 19 15 18
Girls schools/women can work/women®s freedom 22 12 13
Refugees return 12 12 9
Travel possible/free movement 8 10 7
Good government 10 9 6
Economic revival 10 8 5
International Assistance 10 6 1
Other 0 1 0
No opinion 0 1 0

3. (IF WRONG DIRECTION) Why do you say that? (Up to two answers accepted.)

10/19/06 10/18/05 3/13/04

Economy bad 40 41 30
Taliban return/No peace/Violence 36 34 -
Western influence too great/dangers to Islam 17 27 8
Bad government 26 20 40
No reconstruction/no progress 21 19 35
Neighboring countries cause problems 14 12 28
Education bad 8 12 14
Too many foreigners/foreigner aid causes problems 13 10 6
Lack of aid/no development assistance 19 7 13
Other 3 3 1
No opinion 2 7 1

4_ In your view, what is the biggest problem facing Afghanistan as a whole? And after
that, what is the next biggest problem?
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10/19/06 - Summary table
First Second

Security/warlords/attacks/violence 33

Taliban 24

Economy/poverty/jobs 17

Reconstruction/rebuilding

Education/schools/literacy

Government/weak government/central authority

Electricity

Roads

Health care/clinics/hospitals

Water

Corruption

High prices/Joblessness

Foreign interference/suicide attacks

Other

No opinion

N
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Trend:

a. Security/warlords/attacks/violence

First Second Total
10/19/06 33 8 41
10/18/05 28 5 33
3/13/04 37 6 43
b. Taliban

First Second Total
10/19/06 24 9 33
10/18/05 22 12 34
3/13/04 1 2 3

c. Economy/poverty/jobs

First Second Total
10/19/06 17 21 38
10/18/05 28 19 47
3/13/04 29 22 51

d. Reconstruction/rebuilding

First Second Total
10/19/06 2 5 7
10/18/05 3 9 12
3/13/04 5 10 15

e. Education/schools/literacy

First Second Total
10/19/06 4 7 11
10/18/05 8 13 21
3/13/04 9 17 26

f. Government/weak government/central authority

First Second Total
10/19/06 5 9 14
10/18/05 3 8 11
3/13/04 1 12 13
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g. Electricity

First Second Total
10/19/06 4 5 9
10/18/05 3 10 13
3/13/04 6 10 16
h. Roads

First Second Total
10/19/06 2 6 8
10/18/05 2 9 11
3/13/04 5 7 12

i. Health care/clinics/hospitals

First Second Total
10/19/06 0 4 4
10/18/05 2 13 15
3/13/04 2 7 9
j- Water

First Second Total
10/19/06 0 2 2
10/18/05 0 1 1
3/13/04 2 3 5

k, 1. No trend

5. 1 would like to ask you about today"s conditions in the village/neighborhood where
you live. How would you rate the following using very good, somewhat good, somewhat
bad or very bad?

10/19/06 - Summary table

——————— Good------ --——-——-Bad------—- No
NET Very Smwhat NET  Smwhat Very opin.
a. Your living conditions overall 76 11 65 24 21 3 0
b. Security from crime and violence 69 20 49 30 25 6 0
c. Availability of jobs/
economic opportunities 34 5 28 66 49 17 0
d. Roads, bridges and other
infrastructures 31 6 24 69 39 30 0
e. The availability of clean water 54 14 40 46 31 15 0
f. The supply of electricity 21 4 17 78 28 50 0
g. The availability of food 82 17 64 18 14 4 0
h. The availability of medical care 49 9 40 51 39 12 0
i. The local schools 73 18 55 27 23 4 0
J. The rights of women 71 21 50 28 22 6 0
Trend:
a. Your living conditions overall
——————— Good------ --———-—--—-Bad------—- No
NET Very Smwhat NET  Smwhat Very opin.
10/19/06 76 11 65 24 21 3 0
10/18/05 83 15 68 16 13 3 1

b. Security from crime and violence
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NET Very Smwhat NET  Smwhat Very
10719706 69 20 49 30 25 6
10/18/05 72 28 45 24 19 5

c. Availability of jobs/economic opportunities

——————— Good------ -—-———----Bad-------

NET Very Smwhat NET  Smwhat Very
10719706 34 5 28 66 49 17
10/18/05 35 5 30 60 41 19
d. Roads, bridges and other infrastructures

——————— Good------ --———-—-—-Bad-------

NET Very Smwhat NET  Smwhat Very
10/19/06 31 6 24 69 39 30
10/18/05 24 2 21 75 39 37
e. The availability of clean water

——————— Good------ --———-—-—-Bad-------

NET Very Smwhat NET  Smwhat Very
10/19/06 54 14 40 46 31 15
10/18/05 59 18 40 41 31 10
f. The supply of electricity

——————— Good------ --———---—-Bad---—---—-

NET Very Smwhat NET  Smwhat Very
10719706 21 4 17 78 28 50
10/18/05 17 4 14 82 29 52
g- The availability of food

——————— Good------ -—-———----Bad-------

NET Very Smwhat NET  Smwhat Very
10/19/06 82 17 64 18 14 4
10/18/05 78 22 56 20 17 3
h. The availability of medical care

——————— Good------ -—-———----Bad-------

NET Very Smwhat NET  Smwhat Very
10719706 49 9 40 51 39 12
10/18/05 44 12 33 55 44 11
i. The local schools

——————— Good------ -—-———----Bad-------

NET Very Smwhat NET  Smwhat Very
10719706 73 18 55 27 23 4
10/18/05 80 25 55 19 13 6

J. No trend.
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6. Compared to before the fall of the Taliban government in late 2001, is each item I
name much better now, somewhat better, about the same, somewhat worse or much worse?

10/19/06 - Summary table
——————— Better--—--—- -————--Worse-----—- No

NET Much Somewhat  Same NET Somewhat Much opin.
a. Your living

conditions overall 74 18 56 22 4 4 0 0
b. Security from

crime and violence 58 18 40 24 18 15 3 0
c. Availability of

jJobs/opportunities 43 10 33 34 23 19 3 0
d. Freedom to express

political opinion 73 22 51 16 9 7 2 0
e. The rights of women 79 27 51 14 6 4 2 0
Trend:

a. Your living conditions overall

———————— Better------- -——————-Worse-------—- No

NET Much Somewhat Same NET Somewhat Much opin.
10/19/06 74 18 56 22 4 4 0] 0
10/18/05 85 30 55 13 3 2 0 0

b. Security from crime and violence

———————— Better------- -——————-Worse-------—- No

NET Much Somewhat Same NET Somewhat Much opin.
10719706 58 18 40 24 18 15 3 0
10/18/05 75 31 44 15 9 7 2 1

c. Availability of jobs/opportunities

———————— Better--—--——- -————-—-Worse--—--—-—- No

NET Much Somewhat Same NET Somewhat Much opin.
10/19/06 43 10 33 34 23 19 3 0
10/18/05 39 9 30 39 18 13 5 4

d. Freedom to express political opinion

———————— Better---—--—- -——————-Worse---—-——-- No

NET Much Somewhat Same NET Somewhat Much opin.
10/19/06 73 22 51 16 9 7 2 0
10/18/05 80 43 38 8 5 3 2 7

e. No trend.

7. What is your expectation for things overall in your life a year from now? Will
they be much better, somewhat better, about the same, somewhat worse, or much worse?

———————— Better---—--—- -——————-Worse---—-—-- No

NET Much Somewhat Same NET Somewhat Much opin.
10/19/06 54 11 43 23 9 7 2 14
10/18/05 67 23 44 13 1 0 1 19



8. Which one of the following in your opinion should be the single most important
priority for our country and 8b. Which is second-most important?

10/19/06 - Summary table

First Second Total
Security from crime and violence 27 6 33
Creating jobs and economic opportunities 28 14 42
Improving roads, water and electricity supply 18 20 38
Ending corruption among gov"t or police officials 13 21 34
Getting U.S. troops out of Afghanistan 3 8 11
Establishing a stable national government 8 21 29
Reducing the cultivation of opium poppies 3 8 11
No opinion 0 1 1
9. How would you rate the work of:
10/19/06 - Summary table
--—-Excellent/Good---- --—-Fair/Poor---- No
NET Excellent Good NET Fair Poor opin.
a. The present government 64 15 48 36 27 9 0
b. Hamid Karzai as president 68 21 46 32 25 7 0
c. The provincial government here 52 10 42 47 36 11 1
d. The U.S. in Afghanistan 57 12 45 42 27 15 1
Trend:
a. The present government
----Excellent/Good---- ----Fair/Poor---- No
NET Excellent  Good NET Fair Poor opin.
10/19/06 64 15 48 36 27 9 0
10/18/05 80 27 53 20 14 5 1
b. Hamid Karzai as president of Afghanistan
--—-Excellent/Good---- --—-Fair/Poor---- No
NET Excellent Good NET Fair Poor opin.
10/19/06 68 21 46 32 25 7 0
10/18/05 83 45 38 16 14 2 1
c. No trend.
d. The U.S. in Afghanistan
----Excellent/Good---- ----Fair/Poor---- No
NET Excellent  Good NET Fair Poor opin.
10/19/06 57 12 45 42 27 15 1
10/18/05 68 20 48 30 22 8 3

10. How confident are you that the parliament in Kabul is working well for the benefit
of the Afghan people: very confident, fairly confident, not very confident, or not
confident at all?

—————— Confident---—--—- -------Not confident--------- No
NET Very Fairly NET Not very Not at all opin.
10/19/06 59 16 42 39 21 18 2
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10/18/05* 77 34 43 16 9 8 7
*»___newly elected parliament will work well.__.”

11. Who would you rather have ruling Afghanistan today: the current government, or the
Taliban?

Current

government Taliban Other (vol.) No opin.
10/19/06 88 3 4
10/18/05 91 1 2 6

12. Which of the following do you think poses the biggest danger in our country: drug
traffickers, local commanders, the United States, the Taliban, the current Afghan
government, or something else?

Drug Local Current Afghan Something No

Taliban traffickers commanders U.sS. government else opin.
10/19/06 57 20 9 8 3 0] 0
10/18/05 41 28 22 4 2 2 2

13. How much of a problem is the issue of corruption among government officials or the
police in this area — is that a big problem, a moderate problem, a small problem or
not a problem?

----Big/Moderate----  ———-—- Small/No problem----- No
NET Big Moderate NET  Small Not a problem op-
10719706 78 55 23 20 11 9 2

14. Within the past year have you personally known someone who had to bribe a
government officer to receive proper service or fair treatment from the government or
police?

Yes No No opinion
10719706 25 74 0

15. From today’s perspective, do you think it was very good, mostly good, mostly bad
or very bad that US military forces came into our country to bring down the Taliban
government in 20017

——————— Good------—- --——---Bad------- No

NET  Very Mostly NET  Mostly Very opin.
10/19/06 88 45 43 11 7 4 1
10/18/05 87 48 39 9 6 3 4

16. Do you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose or strongly oppose the
presence of the following groups in Afghanistan today?

10/19/06 — Summary table

———————— Support---—---- -———————--Oppose--—-—--- No

NET Strongly Somewhat NET Somewhat Strongly op.

a. U.S. military forces 78 30 48 21 15 6 1

b. NATO/ISAF military forces 78 30 48 21 15 6 1
c. Jihadi fighters from

other countries 11 1 10 88 27 61 1

d. Fighters from the Taliban 5 1 3 94 14 81 1



17. 1°d like to ask whether you feel grateful or unhappy about the presence of
soldiers from specific countries who are fighting to support the Afghan government.

10/19/06 — Summary table

—————— Grateful ---—- --——--Unhappy------ No
NET Very Somewhat NET Somewhat Very op.
a. American soldiers 76 28 48 23 16 7 1
b. British soldiers 72 23 49 26 19 7 2
c. Canadian soldiers 71 25 46 26 19 7 3

18. At present there are attacks against U.S. military forces in some parts of
Afghanistan. Under current circumstances, do you think attacks against U.S. military
forces in Afghanistan can be justified or cannot be justified?

Cannot be No

Justified jJustified opin.
10/19/06 13 78 9
10/18/05 30 60 10

19. (IF JUSTIFIED) Why do you say so — what"s the main reason attacks can be
Justified?

10/19/06
Because they are infidels/foreigners 41
Attacks on U.S. military help protect Islam 16
Oppose presence of U.S. forces 15
Attacks on U.S. military help protect Afghan independence 10
Retaliation for abuses 8
Other 5
No opinion 4

20. When do you think U.S. military forces should withdraw from Afghanistan?

Only after
Leave Within 1-2 security Remain No
now 6-12 mos. Years restored permanently Opin.
10/19/06 13 10 13 55 5 3
10/18/05 8 6 12 65 4 5

21. Now I*11 ask you whether some other things can be justified or cannot be
Justified.

10/19/06 — Summary table
Justified Not justified No op.

a. Attacks against government officials 4 95 0
b. Attacks against police 5 94 0
c. Attacks against teachers or schools 3 96 0
d. Attacks against civilians 2 97 0
e. Suicide bombings 8 89 0

22. 1’m going to mention some groups. For each, please say how much of a presence it
has in this area: A very strong presence, a fairly strong presence, a fairly weak
presence or no significant presence at all.

10/19/06 — Summary table



—————— Strong----- ---Weak/None--- No

NET Very Fairly NET Weak None op.
a. The central government led by Hamid Karzai 70 23 47 30 25 4 0
b. The provincial government 72 21 51 28 27 1 0
c. The local police 78 30 48 22 20 2 0
d. Local commanders and their militias 28 4 24 71 41 30 2
e. The Taliban 7 2 6 91 17 74 2
f. Drug traffickers 12 3 9 83 29 55 5
g- United States or NATO or ISAF forces 57 14 44 40 22 17 3

23. Now, for each group 1 mention, please tell me how confident are you in its ability
to provide security and stability in your area — very confident, somewhat confident,
not so confident or not confident at all?

10/19/06 — Summary table

NET Very Somewhat NET Not so Not at all op-
a. The central government led

by Hamid Karzai 80 32 47 20 16 4 0
b. The provincial government 75 24 52 25 21 3 0
c. The local police 79 29 50 21 17 4 0
d. Local commanders and their

militias 19 3 17 80 32 47 1
e. The Taliban 6 2 4 93 9 84 2
f. United States or NATO or

ISAF forces 67 18 49 31 17 14 3
24_ For each of these same groups, what would you say is its level of support among
the people in this area — very strong support, fairly strong support, fairly weak
support or no significant support at all?
10/19/06 — Summary table

—————— Strong----- ---Weak/None--- No
NET Very Fairly NET Weak None op.

a. The central government led by Hamid Karzai 78 28 50 21 19 2 1
b. The provincial government 74 22 51 26 22 3 1
c. The local police 74 26 49 25 21 3 1
d. Local commanders and their militias 20 4 16 79 36 43 1
e. The Taliban 6 2 4 92 13 79 2
f. Drug traffickers 7 1 6 90 19 70 3
g- United States or NATO or ISAF forces 67 18 49 32 18 13 1

25. (IF ANY LOCAL SUPPORT FOR TALIBAN) Which of these do you think is the main reason

people in your area help or support the Taliban? Is it mainly:

Because they think it can improve security
As a religious duty

Because they agree with its goals

Because they are threatened or forced
Because it"s better than any of the others
To protect the opium trade

Because of local clan and tribal conflicts
No opinion

26. Are you aware of any of the following activities by the Taliban in this area?

10/19/06 — Summary table

10/19/06

30
23
14
12
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Yes No No opin.

a. The delivery of night letters 24 74 2
b. Bombings 43 55 2
c. Killing individuals 42 56 2
d. Burning schools/government buildings 45 53 2
e. Fighting government or foreign troops 45 53 2
f. People giving food/money to Taliban 17 80 3

27. What is your opinion of the cultivation of poppies for opium? Do you see this as:

Acceptable in Only acceptable if no Unacceptable No

all cases other way to earn living in all cases opin.
10/19/06 5 35 58 2
10/18/05 5 21 73 1

28. Do you think each of the following groups is trying to protect the opium poppy
trade in order to profit from it, trying to stop the poppy trade, or not involved
either way?

10/19/06 — Summary table
Protect it Stop it Not inv. No opin.

a. The Taliban 73 5 14 7
b. Local commanders 54 28 14 4
c. Local government or police officials 16 61 18 5

29. Now I’m going to ask what you think about some people and groups. The Taliban: Is
your opinion of the Taliban very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable,
or very unfavorable?

————— Favorable----—-- --—--Unfavorable---- No

NET Very Somewhat NET Somewhat Very opin.
10/19/06 10 2 8 89 13 76 1
10/18/05 8 3 6 89 15 74 2
3/13/04 13 na na 75 na na

30. Osama Bin Laden: Is your opinion of Bin Laden very favorable, somewhat favorable,
somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable?

————— Favorable------ -----Unfavorable----- No

NET Very Somewhat NET Somewhat Very opin.
10/19/06 5 2 4 90 7 84 4
10/18/05 5 2 3 90 6 85 5

31. The United States: Is your opinion of the United States very favorable, somewhat
favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable?

—————— Favorable----- --—--Unfavorable---- No

NET Very Somewhat NET Somewhat Very opin.
10/19/06 74 23 51 25 11 14 1
10/18/05 83 24 59 14 8 6 3
3/13/04 65 na na 24 na na

32. If you were involved in a dispute over theft which would you be most likely to do:

10/19/06
Go to the government police or provincial courts 52
Go to your local elders or Shura council 28



Take matters into your own hands 1
Go to the local commander

Go to the Taliban

No opinion

~rWHO

33. If you were involved in a dispute over murder which would you be more likely to
do:

10/19/06
Go to the government police or provincial courts 58
Go to your local elders or Shura council 25
Take matters into your own hands 8
Go to the Taliban 4
Go to the local commander 2
No opinion 3

34_ Now 1°d like to ask you some questions about women In Afghanistan. Please tell me
if each of the following is acceptable or unacceptable?

10/19/06 — Summary table
Acceptable Unacceptable No op.

a. Women holding jobs in which they supervise men 39 60 1
b. Arranged marriages in which the woman is told

whom she must marry and when to marry 61 39 1
c. Hitting or beating a woman as a form of discipline 10 90 0

35. For statistical purposes only, we need to know your total monthly household income
for last month. Will you please tell me which of the following categories best
represents your total family income in the last month? (in Afganis)

<12K 12-20K 20-50K 50-100K >100K No opin./Ref
10/19/06 73 22 5 1 0 0

36. Do you have electric power here in your household? IF YES: From your own
generator, or from the power lines?

———————————————— Yes—-———————————————

NET Generator Power lines Both No No opin.
10719706 59 34 19 6 41 0]
10/18/05 42 20 19 3 58 0

37. (IF THEY GET ELECRICITY FROM THE POWER LINES) Roughly how many hours a day do you
have electricity from the power lines?

1-6 7-12 12-23 All Day No opin./Ref
10719706 39 28 21 11 0]
10/18/05 38 40 4 12 6

38. Do you or does anyone in your household living at this address own a:

a. v

Yes No No opin.
10/19/06 45 54 0]
10/18/05 43 57 0

b. Satellite dish



Yes No No opin.
10/19/06 10 90 0
10/18/05 9 90 2

c. Telephone (land line)

Yes No No opin.
10/19/06 1 98 0
10/18/05 1 98 1

d. Mobile phone

Yes No No opin.
10719706 38 61 0]
10/18/05 31 69 0
e. Radio

Yes No No opin.
10/19/06 92 8 0]
10/18/05 95 5 0
f. Refrigerator

Yes No No opin.
10/19/06 16 84 0]
10/18/05 11 88 0
g- Bicycle

Yes No No opin.
10/19/06 57 43 0]
10/18/05 63 37 0
h. Motorbike

Yes No No opin.
10/19/06 27 72 0]
10/18/05 26 74 0
i. Work animal

Yes No No opin.
10/19/06 43 56 0
10/18/05 47 53 0]
j.- Car

Yes No No opin.
10/19/06 13 87 0
10/18/05 12 88 0]

39. How would you rate Afghanistan®s economy now: excellent, good, fair, or poor?

-—---Excellent/Good---- -—--Fair/Poor---- No

NET Excellent Good NET Fair Poor opin.
10/19/06 31 4 27 67 35 32 2
10/18/05 41 8 33 57 38 19 3

40. How would you describe your household”s financial situation: excellent, good,
fair, or poor?



--—-Excellent/Good----
NET Excellent Good

10/19/06 37 4 33
10/18/05 34 5 30
Demographics:

Sex: 10/19/06 10/18/05 3/13/04
Men 50 50 50
Women 50 50 50
Age: 10/19/06 10/18/05 3/13/04
17-24 29 29 24
25-34 26 25 25
35-49 30 32 29
50+ 15 14 22
Marital status: 10/19/06 10/18/05
Married 72 74
Unmarried (NET) 27 26
Widowed 5 4
Divorced 0 0
Never Married 22 22

No opin. 0 0
Education: 10/19/06 10/18/
None 47 49
Primary (incomplete) 11 13
Primary (complete) 14 9
Junior high school 10 11
Senior high school 14 14
University/academy 3 4
No opin. 0 0
Employment status: 10/19/06 10/18/0
Employed 43 43
Unemployed 7 7
Housewife (women) 39 36
Retired 2 2
Student 10 11
Other 0 0

No opin. 0 1
Occupation:

Farmer (own land/tenant farmer)

Farm laborer(other’s land)

Laborer, domestic, or unskilled worker
Informal sales/business

Skilled worker/artisan

Office worker/Clerical worker
Professional or technical

Small business owner

Executive or managerial
Military/Police

Other

--—-Fair/Poor----
NET Fair Poor
62 45 17
64 50 14
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No opin.
Religion: 10/19/06
Muslim (NET) 99
Sunni Muslim 87
Shia Muslim 12
Ismaeli 1
Hindu 0
Buddhist 0
None/Atheist 0
Other 0
No opin. 0

Ethnicity: 10/19/06

Pashtun 42
Tajik 37
Hazara 12
Uzbek 5
Turkmen 3
Other 0
No opin. 0

Languages (can read):

0

10/18/05  3/13/04

100 99
85 92
15 7

0 1
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0

10/18/05 3/13/04

40 46
37 39
13 6
6 6
1 1
3 3
0 0

10/19/06 10/18/05 3/13/04

Dari 48 46 51
Pashto 37 38 43
English 10 8 13
Arabic 5 3 2
Urdu 5 2 7
Uzbeki 2 3 4
Russian 1 1 1
Turki 0 1 0
Hindi 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0
None 41 42 35
No opin. 1 2 8
Language (of interview):

10/19/06 10/18/05
Dari 29
Pashto 71
Region: 10/19/06 10/18/05
Central/Kabul 21 21
Eastern 10 10
South Central 13 13
South Western 10 10
Western 12 10
Northern 29 29
Central/Hazarjat 6 8
Locale: 10/19/06 10/18/05
Villages 78 78
Towns 1 1
City 8 8
Metros (Kabul) 13 13



Province:
Kabul
Balkh
Herat
Kandahar
Nangarhar
Badakhshan
Faryab
Ghazni
Helmand
Kunduz
Takhar
Badghis
Baghlan
Bamiyan
Daykundi
Farah
Ghor
Jawzjan
Kapisa
Khost
Kunar
Laghman
Logar
Nimroz
Paktia
Paktika
Panjshir
Parwan
Samangan
Sari Pul
Wardak
Nuristan
Uruzgan
Zabul
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